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DRAMA CURRICULUM RATIONALE 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION AND AIMS OF CURRICULUM 
 

Through Drama at the Pingle Academy we aim to empower our pupils to think deeply about the 

world around them, articulate their beliefs, thoughts and feelings and better understand their 

own lives and the lives of others. Studying Drama in this setting is to allow students to build skills 

in confidence, teamwork, creativity, performing and empathy as well as to develop an 

appreciation of the Dramatic Arts. As an academy we want to ensure every learner’s potential is 

fulfilled by removing barriers to their learning and achievement. In Drama we will do this by 

supporting students to find and recognise their own talents and interests around dramatic 

performances, giving them the tools they need to study Drama and Theatre further at University 

or to take the skills they learn in Drama forward into the Creative Industries or a wider range of 

workplaces. By enabling them to experience a range of aspects of the subject such as performing, 

script writing, technical specialisms and directing, students will be engaging in topics which stretch 

their own interests and enable them to appreciate performances of different styles and genres. 

Outside of the classroom students will have opportunities to experience live theatre in 

professional settings, take part in Drama workshops and to have a role in creating productions; 

from auditions to rehearsals, building sets, managing technical design and performing to an 

audience.  

As a result of Covid-19 our students' confidence and group working skills have significantly 

reduced and their experience of several topics in 2021 included a more focused look at scripting 

and design work. We believe this will be rectified by continuing with our curriculum map but using 

warm up activities to improve social skills and allowing students to perform to smaller audiences 

or to the teacher only to support them in building their confidence. Recall tasks are used in every 

lesson to identify and address gaps in students' knowledge with a ‘then and there’ approach.  

 
2. INTENT - DOMAINS OF KNOWLEDGE AND KEY CONCEPTS TAUGHT ACROSS KS3-5  



 
 

Domains Concepts 

Devising 

Non-Naturalistic Performance Elements 

Script Exploration 

Evaluating 

Dramatic Techniques 

Genres and Styles of Theatre 

Technical Theatre and Design 

Drama Practitioners 

Performing 

Developing performance 

Page to stage 

Physical Skills 

Vocal Skills 

Theatrical Techniques 

Genres and Styles of Theatre 

Team Work 

Personal, Social Emotional Development 

Empathising 

Critical Analysis/Evaluation 

Theatre Appreciation 

Subject Specific Terminology 

 

 
 
END POINTS - EXPLORED THROUGH EVERY TOPIC 
 

1. To develop creative thinking through the development of performances from a range of 
stimuli and for different purposes. 

2. To be able to recognise, appreciate and perform in a range of theatrical styles using a wide 
range of dramatic techniques. 

3. To develop confidence in the sharing of ideas, speaking aloud, exploration of physical 
movement, working as a team and in performing to an audience. 

4. To develop personal, social and emotional aspects of individuals through character 
exploration in order to promote empathy towards people from a range of backgrounds, 
cultures and situations.  

5. To develop critical analysis and appreciation of theatre through the experience of seeing 
amatuer and professional theatrical performances. 

 
 
 



3.  IMPLEMENTATION 

 
In Year 7 the curriculum has been designed to engage students with no prior experience of drama 
lessons within school and to build up a range of basic drama skills. Most students will have 
experienced being part of a school performance and may have knowledge of basic drama skills 
from within their English lessons, some will have attended drama clubs outside of school. Each 
lesson is built upon the principle of learning a skill, applying the skill within a performance, and 
evaluating the effectiveness of the skill. All students are encouraged to participate in group 
discussions, whole group exercises and small group performances in order to build their 
confidence not only in drama but in public speaking and to improve their group working skills.  
 
In Year 8 the curriculum is designed to build on the skills learnt in Year 7 and to apply these in 
various styles of theatre. For example slapstick comedy within the ‘Silent Movie’ Scheme builds 
from Year 7 ‘Mime and Physical Theatre’ and horror/thriller within the Dramatic Tension scheme 
is a development from exploring the play ‘Room 13’ in Year 7.  
 
The Year 9 curriculum is designed to maintain engagement of students after their GCSE options 
have been made and to prepare them for the style and level of performances expected at GCSE. 
The ‘Devising’ scheme is designed as a simplified version of Component 1 Devising and students 
are encouraged to use this as a scheme to help them determine whether the subject is suitable 
for them in their further education whilst also exploring the significant theatre practitioners 
Brecht and Stanislavski which they can relate to film and media they experience day to day. 
 
Each year students explore at least one topic which relates directly to SMSC. Dramatic skills are a 
key feature within these topics but students understanding the significance of the topic is the 
primary outcome of these. Each topic is a dominant issue within students lives and many will 
encounter the issues directly or indirectly. In Year 7 the ‘Gavin and the Bullies’ topic explores the 
impact of bullying on the victim. In Year 8 studying the play ‘Stone Cold’ allows students to 
consider the social impact of poor relationships and homelessness. In Year 9 studying ‘Stories of 
the Holocaust’ and the play ‘Noughts and Crosses’ allows students to consider the impact of 
racism and predjudice both historically and in students own lifetimes.  
 
At GCSE we follow the Eduqas specification. Students study Bertolt Brecht and Constantin 
Stanislavski within Year 10 and apply their knowledge to their assessed components. Within the 
course students are regularly exposed to professional performances. Texts selected for 
performance in Component 2 are selected to meet the students capabilities. DNA is the set text  
studied for Component 3. Students are engaged by a modern text which explores social issues, 
developing not only their understanding of theatre but also their empathy and understanding of 
young people's social issues and the impact of peer pressure. 

 
The Eduqas GCE course aims to stretch students' skills and experiences of GCSE and introduces 
the practitioner Artaud and his Theatre of Cruelty. We encourage students to break down their 
expectations of theatre and the actors' relationship with the audience and experiment with 
movement, sounds and shock tactics to develop their confidence and physical skills. This should 
prepare them for challenging work at university level where they may need to work outside of 
their comfort zone. We also study The Trojan Women for the written exam so students can 
explore an integral aspect of the history of theatre whilst developing their knowledge of how to 
create meaningful performance for a modern audience.  

 



 
4.  IMPACT 
 
The Performing Arts Department as a whole is establishing itself as an integral aspect of the school 
community. Student involvement is growing every year, as are the community audiences who 
support us. The number of students opting for GCSE Drama has improved significantly over the 
last year and has led us to also being able to offer AS Drama and Theatre Studies. We expect there 
to be a continuing rise in numbers at GCSE due to the volume of students choosing to continue 
studying Drama in Year 9.  
 
Key Stage 3 
Students have good knowledge and understanding of the topics studied. Most students can use 
technical language confidently. Students can make connections with their lives and the lives of 
others. They can explain technical skills and their use/impact in performance. They can confidently 
evaluate their own work and the work of others.  
 
Evidence of impact: filmed/recorded assessments, discussions, data, formal assessments and 
whole class marking. 
 
Students sit three formal assessments across the Faculty Trust. Samples of assessments are 
moderated across the Trust. This ensures students can implement performance skills in a 
consistent manner and build confidence. 
 
Key Stage 4 
Concepts and skills developed at GCSE will build on future A Level courses. This will help nurture 
students' passion for the study of drama, paving the way for higher education at A Level and 
further study at Degree Level. Students will have a thorough understanding of performance styles 
and experience of developing a range of performances from concept to completion and 
evaluation. Students will have experience of professional performances and be able to critically 
analyse the work of others. This will be demonstrated in class discussions, revisiting and through 
end of unit assessments and answering questions in timed conditions. Exam questions will be set 
as part of homework and in lessons. Samples of assessments are moderated across the Trust. This 
ensures students can implement knowledge and skills in a consistent manner and build 
confidence. 
 
Key Stage 5 
The AS Course allows students to study Drama and Theatre Studies alongside their A Levels, 
providing them with knowledge and expertise in performing and theatre for further study at 
university or to give them so called ‘soft skills’ to support them with an enriched application for 
further study or job applications.  
 
 
 
 
 


