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Accelerated Reader 

 

Accelerated Reader (AR) is a reading programme 

that helps teachers to support and monitor 

children’s reading practice.  Your child reads a book 

at their own level and then takes a short online 

quiz to measure how well they understand the 

book.  Certificates are given out when milestones 

are reached and a prize is awarded to our “Word 

Millionaires”. 

 

Our current “Word Millionaires” are:   

Evie Davies, Pheobe Felthouse, Kitty Salter, Holly 

Forrest, Jasmine Singh, Sophie Sweetman and 

Thomas Hadley. 

 

We also have new books in the Library ready for 

the spring term. 

Home activities for parents/carers and 

students: 

• Accelerated Reader - progress section.  
Parents/carers can log in to AR using their 
child’s login details via the following link: 
Accelerated Reader 

• Knowledge Organiser - quizzing, via the 

following link: Knowledge Organiser  

Work hard, Be kind, Choose wisely 

Welcome...to the inaugural edition of The Pingle 

Academy Faculty newsletter.  This edition has a 

focus on Key Stage 3 English and through this 

newsletter we hope to share information about the 

curriculum, assessments, homework, reading and 

visits. We have a very exciting term ahead and 

cannot wait to share it with you. Don’t forget you 

can keep up with all Pingle news on Twitter 

@PingleAcademy 

 

This term, English is all about reading! The whole of 

Year 7, 8 and 9 are escaping into the world of 

Literature. Year 7 are either reading about ghosts or 

monsters, depending on their class. Through 

studying these texts, they will be analysing how 

writers create amazing stories as well as becoming 

writers of fabulous stories or descriptions 

themselves.  

 

One text being studied in Year 7  is ‘Ghost Boys’ by 

Jewell Parker Rhodes which explores ideas about 

racism, friendship and injustice by following the 

experiences of ghost boy Jerome. The other text 

studied in Year 7 is ‘A Monster Calls’ by Patrick Ness 

which takes students on an emotional journey with 

a troubled boy called Conor and the monster who 

tries to stop Conor hiding from the truth. Students 

are thoroughly enjoying their reading so far.  

 

Year 8 are embarking on various narrative journeys. 

Some are exploring Steinbeck’s 1930s America 

through the well-known ‘Of Mice and Men’. They will 

consider the importance of friendship and the 

devastating impact of prejudice. Others are 

exploring more modern situations, such as the 

impact of war in Syria through reading ‘No Ballet 

Shoes in Syria’ by Catherine Bruton.  This novel 

explores the difficulties faced by Aya as she adjusts 

to life in England as a Syrian refugee. Alternatively, 

they may be studying the magical world of Isabella 

in ‘Girl of Ink and Stars’, following her journey of 

discovery and courage.  

 

Year 9 are also exploring Literature, with a focus on 

preparing them for their GCSE courses. Some have 

become stranded on William Golding’s island with 

the troubled boys of ‘Lord of the Flies’ while others 

have become a part of the animal rebellion in 

George Orwell’s ‘Animal Farm’. Both of these texts 

explore how society functions and what happens 

when society does not function as normal. Others 

are being chilled by the unsettling mood in ‘The 

Woman in Black’ by Susan Hill, experiencing the 

haunting which takes place in the remote location. 

All of these texts present excellent opportunities 

for developing analytical skills ready for the GCSE 

journey to begin.  

Mrs Tissington-Knight 

Second in Faculty 

https://ukhosted102.renlearn.co.uk/1893333/HomeConnect
https://www.pingleacademy.com/43/knowledge-organisers
http://www.twitter.com/PingleAcademy


Year 8 student book reviews of: 

‘No Ballet Shoes in Syria’ by Catherine Bruton 

 

The book we are reading and analysing in English, 

‘No Ballet Shoes in Syria’, is powerful, emotional 

and educational.  The main focus of the novel is a 

young girl, Aya and her struggles as a Syrian 

refugee.  As readers, we sympathise and empathise 

with the stresses and strains that she and her 

family go through - the love and the loss.  Overall, 

it really gives an insight into an experience and 

story of so many individuals. 

Erin Spink, Year 8 

 

In English, we are reading the novel, ‘No Ballet 

shoes in Syria’.  It represents the struggles of 

Syrian refugees however, I feel it is trying to say 

more.  It may also represent those struggling in 

society, like young carers and those struggling with 

mental health issues.  I feel it gives insight into 

these issues very well and hopefully the book will 

help raise awareness of this and can gradually help 

to make the word a better place. 

Katy Boddice, Year 8 

 

We are reading ‘No Ballet Shoes in Syria’.  The 

book is about a young Syrian refugee, Aya, who is 

struggling to adapt to a country she has never been 

to before whilst being unfamiliar with the language 

and culture.  I think Aya will soon find interest 

again in ballet like she did in Syria, making the UK 

feel like home. 

Jasmine Singh, Year 8 

 

Year 9 student book reviews of: 

‘Animal Farm’ by George Orwell 

 

This term in English, we are reading ‘Animal Farm’ 

by George Orwell.  It is about animals on a farm 

forming a rebellion and it goes wrong.  It is good 

because the animals are brought together to fight 

for their rights and they all have to do their part.  I 

enjoy reading this novel as the animals are an 

allegory for real people and it is based on the 

Russian Revolution. 

Amber Woodings, Year 9 

 

The book we are reading is call ‘Animal Farm’ by 

George Orwell.  From what we have read so far, it is 

about animals who are trying to overthrow their 

farmer, Mr Jones.  The book is really enjoyable and 

engaging because it is about animals trying to have 

rights of their own.  It was also good when Mrs 

Mathews sang the song in the book. 

Violet Edwards, Year 9 

This term in English we are reading ‘Animal Farm’ by 

George Orwell.  It is about animals who realise how 

torturous their lives are and start a rebellion against 

the farmer, Mr Jones.  The book involves ideas about 

slavery and communism.  It is enjoyable because it 

takes animals and puts them in scenarios that would 

only be possible for humans, such as giving them 

the capability to talk and come up with the idea of a 

revolution. 

Lily-Ella Baker, Year 9 

The book we are reading in English is called ‘Animal 

Farm’ by George Orwell,  The book is about a farm 

where animals are planning to rebel as they feel 

they are mistreated.  I think the book is very good 

because it has close links to communism. 

Liam Johnstone, Year 9 

What the students say: 

Work hard, Be kind, Choose wisely 


