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Work hard, Be kind, Choose wisely 

 Welcome… to the second edition of The Pingle 

Academy Faculty newsletter.  This edition has a 

focus on Key Stage 3 Mathematics and through this 

newsletter we hope to share information about the 

curriculum, assessments, homework, challenges 

and rewards. We have a very exciting term ahead 

and cannot wait to share it with you. You can keep 

up with Pingle Maths news on Twitter @PingleMaths 

and don’t forget you can also keep up with all Pingle 

news on Twitter @PingleAcademy 

Mrs Manan 

Head of Mathematics 

 

UK Mathematical Challenge 

 

The Junior Mathematical Challenge is a 60 minute 

multiple choice challenge for students.  It 

encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of 

thought and fluency in using basic mathematical 

techniques to solve interesting problems. The 

problems on the Junior Mathematical Challenge are 

designed to make students think!   

 

Next challenge date:  

Wednesday 26 April 2023  

for Years 7 and 8 

Year 7 and Year 8 Topics Covered 

 

At the start of new year there has been a change in 

topics for KS3 students. Year 7, who have now had 

their first taste of algebra, are introduced to the idea 

of luck, chance and prediction with the beginning of 

the probability unit. Students continue their work in 

“number” by further studying the laws of fractions. 

 

Year 8 further their understanding of algebraic 

language and learn to expand and factorise as well as 

understanding the differences between terms, 

expressions and equations. In a separate topic, 

students cover conversion, distance-time and other 

real life graphs in addition to learning the value of 

money across the world and making sure they don't 

get speeding fines when they visit Europe! 

 

Many students have been given the chance to 

showcase some of these skills when going abroad on 

the Barcelona rewards trip in Year 11; being able to 

convert GBP to EUR will be a huge help! This is a trip 

our younger students can look forward to.   
 

Mr M Ludditt 

Assistant Head of Mathematics 

 

Year 9 Topics Covered 

 

Year 9 will be exploring data and proportions this 

term, which are the third and fourth units of the GCSE 

curriculum. The data unit looks at the ability to 

produce a chart that is clear and free of misleading 

features (such as scatter graphs, pie charts and bar 

charts), as well as the ability to take information from 

these different statistical diagrams and make logical 

interpretations. In proportions, students will look at 

calculations with fractions, decimals, percentages and 

finding proportions of values. 

 

Higher ability students will take this further looking at 

reverse problems, ratio and recurring decimals. Many 

of the features of this unit feed into future units 

across the remainder of the course and lots of 

practice is vital through students' homework and 

extra revision. 
Mr Hawtin 

Assistant Head of Mathematics 

http://www.twitter.com/PingleAcademy
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Curriculum Overview 

 

Please click the link below to find the Key Stage 3 

Mathematics curriculum overview. 

 

Mathematics Curriculum Overview 

  

Rewards (Top 10 of each year group) 

 

Congratulations to the following students for their 

achievements.  

 

Sparx Maths 

 

Sparx Maths is our “one stop shop” platform to 

support students’ progress in Mathematics. It is 

accessed via www.sparxmaths.com. Students can log 

in using their academy Gmail account. Either by 

using their iPad and account details, this will load 

automatically when they attempt to log in, or from 

another device using their username (academy email 

address) and the same password as their academy 

email account. As this is linked to academy systems, 

parents/carers get email reminders and updates on 

their child’s progress and completion of work so they 

are fully engaged without the need to go looking! 

Year 7  Year 8 

Isabelle Baker Zack Cawley 

Emmie-Leah Gilliver Millie Collier 

Tianna Gutteridge Ruby Harrison 

Frankie Grewcock Cerys Harvey 

Kyle Mottram Madeline Lowndes 

Destiny Oakes Dominik Russell 

Ruby Oakey Erin Spink 

Sienna Richardson Antonia Stanila 

Mollie Squire Poppy Toone 

Harrison Winter Meya Washington 

Year 9  

Emily Henden  

Lilly Hudson  

Rose Knott  

Jake Levitt  

Thomas McClelland  

Andrew Middleton  

Alfie Morgan  

Ola Swiatkowska  

Robert Taylor  

Amber Woodings  

All students will receive a task each week 

automatically. For Years 7, 8 and 9 students, this 

will average 30 minutes and for Year 10 it will be an 

average of 40 minutes. The target for all tasks set 

for all students is to achieve 100% correct answers 

each week. All students receive different questions, 

but from the same topics in line with their class. The 

questions set also adapt in difficulty based on how 

the student is doing with their homework each 

week. Homework tasks target both current and prior 

learning and, therefore, offers a great way to get 

into the habit of regular revision, a key characteristic 

of successful students in Mathematics. This is an 

important skill for GCSE mocks and final 

examinations held in Years 10 and 11. 

 

 

 

 

 

Students who complete their Sparx Maths tasks on 

average make 83% more progress than those who 

do not complete their homework tasks. Please 

encourage your children to complete their 

SPARX homework tasks.  Research by Cambridge 

University also found increased GCSE grades in 

students who were engaging with Sparx Maths for at 

least one hour per week. There are over 45,000 

questions and over 10,000 videos to support 

students, but they only work if students are using 

them. 

Mr Hawtin 

Assistant Head of Mathematics 

Percentage of homework completed  

by each year group 

https://def-pingle.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Maths-Curriculum-Overview.pdf?t=1633676798
http://www.sparxmaths.com/
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Mathematics Problem of the Week 

 

In the Mathematics Faculty we run a weekly 

competition covering Mathematics problems.  The 

winners from the last competition are listed below: 
 

Mrs Wall 

Numeracy Co-ordinator 

Student Year 

Miles Barker 7 

Robert Cheetham 7 

Demi Cooper 7 

Joshua Earp 7 

TJ Fordham 7 

Holly Forrest 7 

Jayden Jones 7 

Ollie Jones-Holder 7 

Katie Warner 7 

Evie-Lee Hughes 8 

Imogen Mcinulty 9 

Ryan Steel 9 

Sophie Tunnicliffe 9 

Reece Walker 9 

Autumn Warner 9 

Students’ work 

 

Year 7 student, Ava Hyde, was able to accurately 

plot coordinates on 4 quadrants. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 students have been expanding brackets and 

factorising.  Madison Lawson and Tassia Clews have 

both presented their work beautifully. 



What the students say: 
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Key Stage 4 

 

Experiences and advice from older students. 

 

I really enjoy Mathematics for the following 

reasons.  My teacher makes Mathematics 

interesting with her enthusiasm.  Students are 

driven to reach the goals and achieve the grades 

we want and need.  When working hard, the times 

passes quickly.  Before I started my GCSE journey 

in Year 10, me and other classmates were rapidly 

going downhill in most subjects with the effects of 

Covid.  However, we have all made a huge 

turnaround, especially with Mathematics. I really 

enjoy and appreciate Mathematics and how it has 

helped me realise the importance of attendance, 

attending the extra revision sessions and 

completing homework.  Mathematics has had a 

knock-on effect on my improvement in other 

lessons. 

 

Year 11 student 

 

One good thing about Mathematics is that it 

teaches you a lot of useful things that you will need 

in the real world. Mrs Parker is an amazing teacher 

because when I joined her class in Year 10, I was 

predicated a Grade 3 and by the end of Year 10 I 

was hitting Grade 4.  She is now helping me get a 

Grade 5 at the end of the year and in my GCSE 

Mathematics.  Mrs Parker makes the lessons fun 

and interesting and she always helps me achieve 

my goals.  Lesson 6 is amazing because it is extra 

revision.  Attendance to Lesson 6 is really 

important because in Mathematics each skill builds 

on other skills.  The application questions are good 

because they help us to understand things better.  

We also have half term revision lessons. 

 

Year 11 Student 

 

Mathematics helps you in Physics.  It also gives you 

useful skills for later in life and helps you get into a 

lot of jobs. Our teachers are very supportive, push 

us to succeed and have confidence in us.  We get 

lots of extra support e.g. homework, Lesson 6 and 

revision books. 

 

Year 11 student 

 

Our teachers push us to improve our target grades.  

They listen to us, help us when we are stuck, going 

over and over the work again and they don’t stop 

until we succeed.  

Year 11 student 

Key Stage 3 

 

What we are learning in Mathematics and 

what we have been exited about to learn. 

 

I love learning Mathematics as it can help you with 

lots of things.  It also has a nice range of difficulty, 

not too easy, not too hard, but still challenging.  My 

favourite part of Mathematics is algebra, as I love 

problem solving. 

 

Year 7 student 

 

Mathematics is good at Pingle because the level of 

difficulty is good and if you are stuck on a question 

you can ask your teacher and they will help you.  

At the moment we are doing fractions. Converting 

from decimals to fractions and improper and mixed 

fractions. 

 

Year 7 student 

 

I have enjoyed learning about graphs, money value 

and conversions.  I am excited to learn about 

percentages.  Mr Ludditt is a great teacher and 

makes understanding the work easier.   

 

Year 8 student 

 

In Mathematics this year, I have learnt about 

graphs, algebra and lots more.  I have mostly 

enjoyed learning how to read graphs, with difficult 

questions to answer.  Graphs are fun and they 

teach me lots of things that I will need in the real 

world when I am older.  I also enjoyed area and 

volume and angles.  I am excited to learn about 

percentages in the near future.   I find percentages 

fun as they can be easy and difficult at the same 

time.  They will also be helpful for when I have a 

job. 

 

Year 8 student  

 

We have been building on our Year 8 skills in 

algebra, solving equations, fractions, indices and 

order of operations.  I have been excited to learn 

trigonometry, quadratics nth terms and algebra. 

 

Year 9 student 

 

In Mathematics we have been learning how to read 

data labels and how to work out frequency.  I have 

been excited to learn the different types of 

sequences and data labels/graphs.  

Year 9 student 


