
Parent/Carer’s Guide to Assessment 
KEY STAGE 5 

• Teachers continually track progress via formative assessments in lessons, which can range 

from a quick question and answer session in a lesson to an end of unit test or mock 

examination. 

• These assessments support the projected grades, which are shown on academic summaries 

and are an estimate of the grade that the student is most likely to achieve by the end of 

the course.  

• All Sixth Form students will be given a set of target grades. These are their ALPS 

(Advanced Level Performance System) target grades. The student’s prior attainment (GCSE 

average point score) is used to produce a set of minimum expected targets, based on the 

outcomes of students nationally who had the same average GCSE point score and, as such, 

students should be aiming to achieve on or above these targets for each subject. 

• Subject staff, Form Tutors and the pastoral team will be monitoring each student’s progress 
against their ALPS targets. 

• Three times a year (twice in Year 13), subject staff will review and update each student’s 
predicted grade, which will then be reported to parents/carers via an academic summary. 

• Within this summary students are given projected grades, an attitude to learning score, 

student status and attendance (details on each can be found in this leaflet). 

• Each student will have a tutorial with their form tutor after each assessment point to 

discuss their progress, current estimated grades and set targets for the forthcoming half 

term. These tutorials are compulsory.  Students who are underachieving will be 

involved in a range of intervention strategies, which may include mentoring and supervised 

study. 

• Students are encouraged to be pro-active in keeping up to date with their latest projected 

grades and discuss their ‘next steps’ with their subject teachers.  This is part of their steps 

to become independent learners and will ensure students take responsibility for their 

outcomes. 

How will The Pingle Academy track the progress students 
are making? 

Dear Parents / Carers 

This guide to assessment helps to explain both the assessment system 

that is used at The Pingle Academy and how students are assessed within 

their A Level and/or Vocational courses. The information provided should 

enable you to have a clear understanding of the progress your son/

daughter is making towards their target grades. 

 

Your son/daughter’s academic summary is enclosed along with this guide.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require further clarification on 

any of the information contained within it. 

 

Mr J Done 

Vice Principal 

 



 

Attitude to Learning 

A student’s ATL score will be calculated based on a number of criteria listed in the table below. 
 

Students will receive a 1 – 4 score in each subject (1= Outstanding, 4 Unacceptable). 
 

Attitude to Learning - KS5 

1 

• Fully engaged, focused and curious in lessons 
• Classwork, coursework and homework is completed to a high standard and always on 

time 
• Connections to previous learning are made 
• Exemplary systems are in place to facilitate learning (reviewing files, using checklists to 

organise learning) 
•  Progress is regularly reviewed by the student; they respond to feedback and make 

corrections to work where appropriate. 
• Past exam papers and exam style questions are completed regularly 
• Retrieval and revision is an ongoing process 
• Consistently  positive attitude to all staff and peers 
• Punctual to ALL lessons 

2 
• Classwork, coursework and homework is completed to the best of their ability and 

deadlines are usually met 
• All work is organised and they are fully prepared for the majority of lessons 
• Works outside of lesson attempting past papers/exam style questions. 
• Responds positively to feedback and acts upon it. 
• Positive attitude to staff and peers in the majority of lessons 
• Punctual the majority of the time 

3 
• Is satisfied/content with below potential progress/performance 
• Effort is unsatisfactory in many lessons 
• Organisation of classwork and homework is poor at times 
• Needs support to identify and practise relevant skills 
• Inconsistent attitude to staff and peers 
• Punctuality is poor 

4 
• Shows little interest in the subject 
• Has failed to respond to support and intervention 
• Organisation is severely inhibiting progress and deadlines are often missed 
• Does not revise or practice key skills 
• Attitude is inhibiting progress 
• Consistently poor attitude to staff or peers 
• Regularly late to lessons 

Attendance 

This will be taken from registration documents.  Student attendance will be reset at the start of each half 

term and work cumulatively throughout the year.  Any student with an attendance of below 90% for two 

consecutive half terms is not meeting the required standard. We do, however, understand that many        

students’ attendance will be affected by COVID-19. 



 

T (red) P (grey) A (blue) 

• Free to leave the 
Academy during non-
contact periods 

• ‘Well done’ postcards 

• Celebration lunch 

• Rewards Trip 
  

• Two hours of non-
contact study to be 
timetabled as 
supervised study in 
the ISC or in ELOs 

• Additional 
mentoring by 
tutor/KSLs/S+G 

• Free to leave the 
Academy during 
other non-contact 
periods 

  

• All non-contact periods to be 
timetabled and supervised 

• Weekly mentoring with S+G 

• Students may be issued with: 

• ‘Attitude to Learning’ monitoring 
card to be completed each lesson 
signed by S+G/Parents 

• OR 

• ‘Attendance and Punctuality’ 
monitoring card 

 Attendance Minimum 95% Minimum 95-90%% Below 90% 

Prediction On course to achieve or 
exceed target grade  

Up to two grades below 
target grade  

Three or more grades below  target 
grade  

ATL 1-1.5 1.6-2 Above 2 

All students will be awarded a status (T P or A).  The status is determined by their academic summary for 

the previous half term.  The Student Status scheme aims to promote achievement and success. 

The criteria to determine a students’ status includes a combination of their attitude to learning, projected 

grades and their attendance. The overall student status awarded: T (red), P (grey) or A (blue) can mean 
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Student Status 

CONTINGENCY MEASURES FOR SUMMER 2022 EXAMINATIONS 

 

Students sitting exams and other assessments in Summer 2022 will benefit from a 

package of exceptional measures intended to make examinations as fair as possible as a 

result of the disruption caused by COVID-19. These include: 

• Reduced content in many subjects. 

• Students being given advance notice of some topic areas covered in GCSE, AS and 

A Levels to focus revision. 

• Exam aids, like formula sheets, will be provided in some exams giving students 

more confidence and reducing the amount of information they need to memorise. 

• The government has expressed it’s commitment to ensuring examinations go 

ahead, but has begun to produce other contingency arrangements for Teacher 

Assessed Grades (TAGS) if this is not possible, As a result of this, all mock 

examinations may be used to help decide a Teacher Assessed Grade (TAG). 

 

 



What can I do to support my son/daughter at home? 
• Contact your son/daughter’s teachers for extra support material where you feel 

necessary. 

• Help your son/daughter to create a sensible routine at home for completing 
homework. 

• Ensure that they have a quiet place to work at home. 

• Be aware of your son/daughter’s targets and discuss with them regularly how they 
are doing towards meeting their targets. 

• Monitor your son/daughter’s academic summaries to identify subject areas where 
they may be underperforming. Encourage them to speak with subject teachers to see 
what they can do to improve. 

• Attend our virtual Parents’ Evening at the Academy so that you can meet with your 
son/daughter’s teachers and discuss matters such as progress, attitude, behaviour 
etc. 

• Show an interest in your son/daughter’s education and demonstrate a positive 
attitude towards it. 

• Research into the criteria for university, jobs and apprenticeships can help motivate 
students. 

• Monitor the number of hours of paid employment which your son/daughter may be 
doing. We recommend no more than 8 hours paid employment per week. 

• Encourage your son/daughter to complete wider reading on topics within their course 
to improve their all-round knowledge and confidence. This will help to prepare them 
for university style independent learning. 

• Ensure your son/daughter utilises online resources found on Showbie or Google 
Classroom. 

 

Who do I contact if my son/daughter:   

 

…..is behind target in one or two subjects? 

You may wish to contact the class teacher to ask for advice on what you can do at 
home to help support your son/daughter 

 

…..is behind target in a number of subjects? 

You may wish to contact the Form Tutor or Ms J Wilson, Head of Sixth Form, to 
discuss how we can work together to remove any barriers to learning 

 

If you are concerned about any aspects of your son/daughter’s progress you 
should firstly contact their Form Tutor, Ms J Wilson (Head of Sixth Form) or           
Mr J Done (Vice Principal). 


