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MUSIC CURRICULUM RATIONALE  
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION AND AIMS OF CURRICULUM 
 

 

Through music at the Pingle Academy, we aim to extend students’ practical experience to 
instil an appreciation of the music of different cultures and traditions. We believe music 
lessons should provide students with the tools, knowledge and enthusiasm to explore 
music in their everyday lives, both within school and beyond their educational experience. 
We want to develop students' confidence and resilience through acquiring and rehearsing 
practical skills across a range of instruments, both within a solo and ensemble setting.  
Our curriculum also aims to develop a positive and enquiring attitude towards music 
which is outside of their everyday listening experience, thus encouraging an openness 
towards difference. Above all, we aim for our curriculum to nurture students’ interest in 
music (in whatever form this may take), in order to promote lifelong learning and 
enjoyment. 
 

As a result of Covid-19, our students' confidence and group working skills have significantly 

reduced and particular practical topics could not be taught due to health and safety restrictions 

and/or being in lockdown. In order to reduce gaps in learning, we focused work across KS3 on the 

elements of music and an instrumental study.  This ensured that students were able to  attain a 

better understanding of terminology, as well as gain experience playing an instrument, whilst 

reading the appropriate notation. We believe this will be reinforced by continuing with our 

curriculum map and using recall and assessment to identify gaps in individual student’s learning, 

addressing these when appropriate during lesson time.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

2. INTENT - DOMAINS OF KNOWLEDGE AND KEY CONCEPTS TAUGHT ACROSS KS3-4  
 
 

Domains of Knowledge Key Concepts within the domain of knowledge 

Composition 

 

 

 

Performance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Listening and critical 
engagement 

 

 

 

 

Improvisation 

 

 

Musical contexts and styles 

Manipulate the musical elements in order to create a desired effect or mood. 

Draws on idioms of particular styles/genres/traditions where appropriate. 

Composing to meet a particular structure. 

 

Perform with increasing confidence. 

Perform with rhythmic accuracy. 

Perform with increasing technical dexterity. 

Perform in an ensemble setting with an awareness of other parts. 

Perform with expression. 

To improve students’ self-esteem and confidence. 

 

Aurally identify and describe elements of music with appropriate terminology. 

Aurally identify families of the orchestra. 

Listen with discrimination, justifying opinions with musical reasoning. 

To encourage students to experience and understand the work of professional 
performers, practitioners and composers from diverse backgrounds. 

 

Improvise to create an intended effect or atmosphere. 

Improvise in a particular style. 

 

Listen to and engage with music that encompasses a range of cultures, traditions, genres, styles 
and historical periods. 

 
 



 
3.  IMPLEMENTATION 

 
In Year 7 the curriculum has been designed to introduce students to the basic principles 
of music including; reading, writing, performing composing and knowledge of 
instruments. Students will most likely have limited knowledge of instruments and very 
few are able to read musical notation. Some will have received instrumental lessons 
privately or within their primary schools. Derbyshire Music Partnership inform us of 
students within their catchment who have had peripatetic lessons, but otherwise these 
students are unknown until an internal audit takes place early September. All students 
are encouraged to participate in group discussions, whole group exercises, small group 
and individual performances, in order to build their confidence in the subject. Written 
tasks are provided to build and assess students’ understanding of the musical language. 
 
The Year 8 curriculum has been designed to build on and broaden the skills learnt in Year 
7. Students apply these skills to a variety of musical styles and traditions such as Samba 
and Blues whilst appreciating the effects of historical, cultural and socioeconomic factors. 
Students learn to compose using a given style or structure, linking to the demands of the 
GCSE specification.  
 
The Year 9 curriculum develops technical skills further and the topics studies are designed 
to not only engage the interest of students in familiar and unfamiliar forms of music and 
production, but also to prepare those who opt for the GCSE specification (OCR) by 
exploring the Baroque concerto, film and game music, as well as popular music.   
 
 
The faculty promotes the value of extracurricular involvement in the performing arts. 
Throughout the year, regular clubs are run for specific specialisms and events are 
organised throughout the year to give students the opportunity to perform within a 
community setting. An annual Christmas performance brings together music and drama 
performances and allows an opportunity for additional arts and crafts to be presented by 
students and members of the community. In the summer term, a musical is performed 
annually. Students are encouraged to engage in these performances regardless of ability 
level and involvement in all aspects and at all levels is commended. Students are 
responsible for most aspects of the performance including taking on technical and design 
roles.  
 
4. IMPACT 
 
Key Stage 3 
Students have good knowledge and understanding of the topics studied. Most students 
can use technical language confidently. Students can make connections with their lives 
and the lives of others. They can explain technical skills and their use/impact in 
performance. They can confidently evaluate their own work and the work of others.  
 



Evidence of impact: filmed/recorded assessments, discussions, data, formal assessments 
and whole class marking. 
 
Students sit three formal assessments across the Faculty Trust. Samples of assessments 
are moderated across the Trust. This ensures students can implement performance skills 
in a consistent manner and build confidence. 
 
Key Stage 4 
Concepts and skills developed at GCSE will build on potential future A Level courses. This 
will help nurture students' passion for the study of music, paving the way for higher 
education at A Level and further study at Degree Level.  Students will have a thorough 
understanding of the elements of music (as well as using technical language to describe 
them), a knowledge and understanding of Western classical music, select world music, 
film and game music, as well as a knowledge and understanding of a range of popular 
genres.  In addition, they will refine and develop their performance skills (solo and 
group) and compose with an awareness and application of stylistic and technical 
techniques.  This knowledge, understanding and skill will be demonstrated in class 
discussions, end of unit assessments and answering questions in timed conditions. Exam 
questions will be set as part of homework and in-lesson formal and informal 
assessment. Samples of formal assessments are moderated across the Trust. This 
ensures students can implement knowledge and skills in a consistent manner and build 
confidence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


