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Mr Hall 

 Principal 

We look forward to working together to ensure 

the best outcomes for every single student. 

Introduction 

 

 It would be helpful if students and parents/carers could discuss the implications of 
subject selections prior to submitting the final option forms.   

We are here to provide you with any assistance that you require.  Please 

do not hesitate to contact Mr Done, (Acting Vice Principal), Miss Bilson, 

(Year 9 Progress Leader) or your child’s Form Tutor if you have any 

questions. 

 

Until this stage in their education, students have followed a wide range of subjects 

as set out in the National Curriculum.  In Key Stage 4 there will be a core of subjects 

which all students must study throughout Years 10 and 11 and there will also be an 

element of choice, through our free option system to choose a small number of 

subjects and courses which will offer the best opportunities for their future.   
 

This Curriculum Guide explains all the opportunities 

available to students who are entering Year 10 in 

September 2023.  Key Stage 4 is extremely important; how 

students perform in their GCSEs/Vocational courses will 

have significant implications for Sixth Form or other choices 

available at 16, as well as for future career opportunities. 

I also wish to emphasise the crucial part played by Heads of Faculty, 

subject teachers and Form Tutors, who have a wealth of knowledge 

and information.   
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The Option Process 

The initial stage of the option process 

begins in PSHE lessons, where students are 

looking at Post 16 options and possible 

career choices.  The next stage is to 

gather information on option subjects 

which students may be interested in 

choosing.   

 

This Curriculum Guide will provide you 

with some of the necessary information, 

but you will also need to speak to subject 

teachers for further details, in addition to 

gaining individual feedback regarding 

course suitability.  Special assemblies and 

workshops will provide further information. 

 

On Thursday 12 January 2023, we will 

have our Options Evening, where you will 

have the opportunity to find out more 

about specific subjects and if they are 

likely to be a suitable choice. 
 
 

Options launch assembly 
 

Curriculum guides and choices forms issued to 

students  
 

Options Evening at 6:00pm for parents/carers and students 
 

Special assemblies and workshops to outline new courses 
 

 
Final choices forms to be submitted 
 

Optional interviews between parents/carers, students and 

staff, if required 

2022 KEY DATES: 

Tuesday 10 January 2023  
 

Wednesday 11 January 2023 

 
 

Thursday 12 January 2023 

 
 

Monday 16 January 2023 to 

Wednesday 18 January 2023 
 

Friday 17 February 2023 
 

w/c 27 February 2023  

Individual option interviews either 

virtual or face to face, will be 

available prior to the final stage of 

the process, which will be completion 

of an option form for a deadline of 

Friday 17 February 2023.  Once all 

forms are submitted in we begin the 

process of allocating students to  

groups. 

 

All students are to choose three 

subjects from an extensive option list 

which will then be added to each 

student’s compulsory core subjects 

to make up a complete programme 

of study.  At least one of the option 

choices will need to be an EBacc 

subject from a list which includes , 

Geography, History or  Spanish. 
 

We will endeavour to meet all 

students’ preferred options within the 

resources available and the 

capacity of the academy. 
 

If you have any questions throughout the process I 

am more than happy to answer these via email 

jdone.pingle@deferrerstrust.com or telephone and I 

look forward to speaking to many of you as we work 

together to make these next important decisions. 
 

Mr J Done 

Acting Vice Principal 
 

mailto:shall.pingle@deferrerstrust.com


Questions and Answers 
 

Is there a completely free choice of 

subjects? 

The simple answer to this is no!  It is very 

important to remember that each student’s 

overall curriculum should be balanced.  If 

they omit certain types of subject at this 

stage, they may find their career choice 

restricted later on.  In addition, the National 

Curriculum dictates that many of the subjects 

must be studied up to the age of 16.  All 

students will follow the Double Science 

award in Year 10.  In Year 11, a proportion of 

students in the year will progress onto Triple 

Science and complete the extra content 

required.  Students and parents/carers will be 

informed which Science course they will be 

entered for towards the end of Year 10.  All 

Year 9 students will have three free option 

choices which must include one EBacc 

subject moving into Year 10.   
 

How do I find out about the courses offered? 

Before making choices, students will want to 

know about the content and the type of 

learning involved in particular courses.  In 

many cases, their current teachers will be the 

best people to answer questions.  Students 

will also have special assemblies and 

workshops for new subjects taught only in 

Years 10 and 11.  In addition, this booklet 

contains a brief description, by Heads of 

Faculties, of all the courses available.  There 

will also be an Options Evening for parents/

carers and students, where Heads of 

Faculties and subject staff will talk about the 

courses they offer. 
 

Where can I find out about careers linked in 

to the subjects I am looking to choose? 

There are lots of careers related websites for 

you to explore your future options.  These can 

be found on The Pingle Academy website, 

under CEIAG (Careers Guidance) and 

Raising Aspirations. 
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Should students choose the subjects 

which they enjoy the most? 

It is a good idea to begin by looking at 

those subjects which students enjoy.  

However, it would not be sensible to 

reject a subject simply because a student 

is not enjoying it at the moment.  Not only 

may he/she find that new topics or 

aspects of the subject will appeal more, 

but it may be a subject which would be 

of long-term benefit or help in a particular 

career.  They should remember, too, that 

whether or not a subject has been 

enjoyed may depend on the teacher.  It 

is impossible to guarantee which teacher 

will be teaching a particular group the 

following year. 
 

Can a new subject be chosen? 

This will depend on the subject.  Some 

courses continue work done previously 

and if students have not studied these 

subjects in Year 9 they will not have the 

necessary foundation to follow the 

course. 

On the other hand, there are some 

subjects which have not been available 

in Years 7 to 9 (e.g. Sociology or Business 

Studies).  Students may wish to consider 

one or more of these, but need to be sure 

that they know what will be involved.  

They need to be careful that they are not 

carried away by the novelty of a subject 

alone and should never assume that a 

new subject will be easier than more 

familiar ones. 
 

Should students try to decide on a 

possible career before choosing 

subjects? 

There is no need to worry at this stage 

about having a particular career in mind.  

Simply remember that it is most important 

to achieve a balance of subjects leading 

to a range of further study opportunities 

and career options.  Future employers will 

look for a person who is flexible and 

adaptable to change.  Many people 

now change their jobs in later life, so a 

broad spread of subjects at this stage is 

important. 



The English Baccalaureate 
The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is a 

performance measure for schools/Academies, 

awarded when students secure a Grade 5 or 

above at GCSE level across a range of five 

academic subjects: English Literature or English 

Language, Mathematics, History or Geography, 

the Sciences (Double or Triple) and a Language.  

It is not a qualification in itself. 

 

Our advice is that students who may be 

considering Sixth Form and then university in the 

future may wish to consider choosing the full suite 

of ‘EBacc’ subjects.  In the options blocks, this 

means choosing Spanish and either Geography 

or History, in addition to Mathematics, English and 

Science. These academic subjects may be a 

requirement for some A Level and degree 

courses and may therefore appeal to students 

aspiring towards these higher qualifications. 

 

Post-16 Options  

Students entering Year 10 will be required to 

spend another four years in education in some 

capacity.  Students therefore need to make the 

most of all the opportunities on offer to maximise 

their Further Education opportunities available 

from age 16 to 18. 

 

The majority of our students stay on in the Sixth 

Form.  We are justifiably proud of our Sixth Form.  

The performance of students in 2022 was 

outstanding and students were rewarded 

appropriately for their hard work and talents.  All 

students accessed the university or course of their 

choice, covering the length and breadth of the 

country; others embarked upon Higher 

Apprenticeships. 

 

Gaining access to the Sixth Form will require a 

minimum of five GCSE Grades 9-4 and each 

subject also has its own entry requirements.  With 

this in mind, it makes sense to think ahead and 

plan for the future.  Your choices at Post-16 will 

be greatly influenced by what you have studied 

at GCSE.   

 

Who knows, a place at the University of Oxford 

may only be a few years away! 

7 
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Compulsory 

Core Curriculum 

Subjects 



Mathematics                                                             

 

Head of Faculty: Mrs N Manan  

Examination Board: OCR 
 

GCSE Mathematics will be studied over three years, with the foundations of GCSE set 

during Years 7 and 8.  The content covered builds on previous learning from the main 

mathematical  areas: probability and statistics, algebra, ratio, proportion and rates of 

change, geometry and measures and number work.  The aim is to develop the ability to 

solve problems by using and applying the Mathematics learnt and to provide students 

with a strong foundation for further academic study and employment.  

 

GCSE Mathematics is still assessed in tiered papers, meaning that some students will sit  

‘foundation’ examinations and some ‘higher’ examinations.  Both tiers allow students to 

access a Grade 5. 

  
What will I learn on this course? 

On this course you will further develop your mathematical skills and apply these in a 

variety of contexts.  You will improve your mathematical fluency, problem solving and 

reasoning. 

  
What are the mandatory modules or units – what will I have to study? 

Three papers will be taken, which will assess you on: 

• Recall of facts, formulae, terminology and definitions 

• Using and applying routine procedures or set tasks requiring multi-step answers 

• Being able to communicate mathematically and interpret information correctly  

• Non calculator and calculator skills 

 

  

Paper 1:   Written paper (calculator allowed), 1 hour 30 minutes, 33.3% of GCSE 

Paper 2:   Written paper (non-calculator), 1 hour 30 minutes, 33.3% of GCSE 

Paper 3:   Written paper (calculator allowed), 1 hour 30 minutes, 33.3% of GCSE 

9 



English Language & English Literature 
 

Head of Faculty: Miss K Robinson  

Examination Board: AQA 
 

The courses in English Language and English Literature are delivered over eight lessons on 

a two-weekly cycle. Students are given the opportunity to read literary and non-literary 

texts, which will expand their communication and learning skills.  Students will be 

encouraged to read and write stories and articles.  They will be given opportunities to 

become more familiar with their native tongue and how it is used in different ways to 

communicate information and ideas, expanding their vocabulary, discovering 

alternative and maybe better ways to express themselves. 

 
What will I learn on this course? 

Language: You will study and develop skills in a range of different communication 

methods: spoken English, reading and writing.  You will analyse the different ways in 

which texts are constructed to meet the needs of their audiences.  This is a focus on a 

range of fiction and non-fiction texts. 

Literature: On this course you will read and explore a range of literature texts in the form 

of prose, poetry and drama, modern and pre 1914. 

  
What are the mandatory modules or units – what will I have to study? 

English Language: 
 

English Literature: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing, 1 hour 45 minutes, 50% of GCSE 

Paper 2:  Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives, 1 hour 45 minutes, 50%, of GCSE 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century novel, 1 hour 45 minutes, 40% of GCSE 

Paper 2:  Modern texts and poetry, 2 hours 15 minutes, 60% of GCSE 

10 



What are the mandatory modules or units – 

what will I have to study? 

 
 
 
 

Science  
 

Head of Faculty: Mr D Parker 

Examination Board: AQA  
 

Combined Science is worth two GCSEs 

and is examined at the end of Year 11.  All 

students will study Combined Science in 

Year 10 with the foundations having 

already been set in Year 9.  It involves all 

three aspects of Science: Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics.  Studying Science 

enables students to develop their 

knowledge and understanding of the 

world around them. 

 

Triple Science By the end of Year 9, a 

proportion of students who have shown 

they are motivated and able to cope with 

additional Science content will study 

towards Triple Science from the start of 

Year 10.  These students gain three GCSEs.  

Students will undertake two examinations 

in each subject.  These courses provide 

excellent grounding for those wishing to 

take A Levels in Biology, Chemistry or 

Physics, which in turn provide excellent 

opportunities for a wide range of jobs. 

 
What will I learn on this course? 

Combined & Triple 

• How the human body works 

• The environment and man's effect   

on it 

• Energy, radioactivity, waves and 

magnetism. 

• The uses of raw materials in industry 

• Chemical change 

• Evaluating evidence and the 

implications of Science for society 

• Explaining, theorising and modelling in 

COMBINED SCIENCE  

2 GCSEs (6 examinations) 
Biology: 

Paper 1:  Cell biology, organisation, Infection 

and response, I hour 15 minutes 

Paper 2:  Homeostasis and response, 

inheritance, variation and evolution and 

ecology and bioenergetics, 1 hour 15 

minutes 

Chemistry: 

Paper 1:  Atomic structure and the periodic 

table, bonding and quantitative chemistry, 

chemical and energy changes, 1 hour 15 

minutes 

Paper 2:  Rate and extent of chemical 

change, organic chemistry and chemical 

analysis, chemistry of the atmosphere, I hour 

15 minutes 

Physics: 

Paper 1:  Energy, particle model of matter, 

circuits, atomic structure and radiation, I hour 

15 minutes 

Paper 2:  Forces, waves, magnetism and 

electromagnetism, 1 hour 15 minutes 

TRIPLE SCIENCE 

3 GCSEs (6 examinations) 
Biology: 

Content as above, 2 papers each 1 hour 45 

minutes 

Chemistry: 

Content as above, 2 papers each 1 hour 45 

minutes 

Physics: 

Content as above, 2 papers each 1 hour 45 

minutes 

11 



PSHE  
 
Head of Faculty: Mrs D Holland 

Non-examined (Core) 
 
In Key Stage 4 all students will receive one hour per week of PSHE. This is a non-examined 

course and will allow students to develop their social skills as well as enhance their 

preparedness for upcoming exams and thereafter the prospect of further study and the 

world of work. 

 
What will I learn on this course? 

Students will study a broad range of topics.  The emphasis will be on developing learners 

understanding of the world around them, citizenship skills, and the importance of British 

values as well as focusing on study skills and developing attributes that will be enrich their 

understanding of the world of work and finance.  

 
What will I study? 

The programme of study will cover the following topics: 

• Relationships and sex education (RSE)  

• Contraception & safer sex 

• Drugs and alcohol education 

• The importance of sustainable and healthy relationships 

• Citizenship education – an understanding of how politics, law and human rights 

affect us as citizens 

• Active citizenship & work experience 

• Careers education 

• CV and application letter writing skills 

• Study skills – preparing for exams and managing stress 

• Developing resilience & mindfulness 

• Financial literacy 

• Mental Health 

• Religious Education 
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Physical Education 
 
Head of Faculty: Mr D Brown 

Non-examined (Core) 
 
In Years 10 and 11, all students will participate in one period of Physical Education each 

week.  These lessons aim to consolidate skills that have been taught at Key Stage 3, as 

well as providing the opportunity to try some new activities. 

 

Some students may choose BTEC Sport in the option choices in addition to their 

compulsory Physical Education time of one hour per week. 
 

What will I learn on this course? 

In Year 10 and 11 core Physical Education you are given the responsibility to choose your 

activities.  Groups are formed according to the popularity of each activity. 

 

There are a number of different activities to choose from, such as football, basketball, 

badminton, dance and fitness.  Activities change on an annual basis to reflect current 

interests. 
 

What are the mandatory modules or units – what will I have to study? 

There are no mandatory units.  All activities are chosen from an option list covering a 

large variety of activities. 
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Optional 

Subjects  
 

Students choose, with guidance, three subjects from this 

section, but must remember that it is very important to make 

sure that the choices are balanced.  At least one of the option 

choices should be an EBacc subject which includes Computer 

Science, Geography, History or Spanish. 

 

Details of subjects are noted below, but students are strongly 

encouraged to seek further information from teachers in the 

academy.   

 

All subjects are taught for three hours per week. 

Subject Qualification 

Art GCSE 

Business GCSE 

Child Development and Care in the Early Years NCFE CACHE 

Computer Science GCSE 

Humanities: Geography GCSE 

Humanities: History GCSE 

iMedia  Cambridge National 

Performing Arts: Drama GCSE 

Performing Arts: Music GCSE 

Philosophy and Ethics GCSE 

Psychology GCSE 

Sociology GCSE 

Spanish GCSE 

Sport BTEC Tech Award L1/2 

Technology: Construction BTEC Tech Award L1/2 

Technology: Engineering WJEC Vocational Award 

Technology: Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE 
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Art 
 

Head of Faculty: Mrs S Taylor 

Examination Board: OCR 

 
Art is a practical course which is structured to develop skills in a range of media and 

techniques.  The course will give you an opportunity to develop practical skills, exploring 

ideas creatively with a range of materials and techniques.  You will look at the work of 

other artists, analyse it and make connections between their work and your own.  The 

coursework portfolio will be based on a specific theme, such as natural form, still life or 

other cultures.  You will be given your examination paper in January of Year 11 and you 

will select from a list of starting points, developing ideas in preparation for your 10 hour 

set task in April. 

  
What will I learn on this course? 

You will follow a broad-based course, developing skills in a wide range of media and 

techniques in two and three dimensions. You will also study and analyse the work of 

artists, craftspeople and designers appropriate to the course and use their influence to 

develop your own style of work. 

  
What are the mandatory modules or units – what will I have to study? 

You will complete two mandatory units:  

 

Unit 1: Coursework portfolio:   

The coursework portfolio will be based on a specific theme, such as natural form, still life 

or other cultures.  60% of GCSE. 

Unit 2:  Set task:   

You will select your own starting point from a list of questions provided by the 

examinations board. You will be given time to research, plan and develop your ideas. 

You will complete a ten hour set task under examination conditions. This preparatory 

work will be assessed with your final 10 hour personal response.  40% of GCSE. 
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Business 1: Business activity, 

marketing and people. 

In this unit you will learn about how 

businesses start and grow, the role 

that marketing has within a business 

and how human resources influence 

decisions. 1 hour 30 minutes, 50% of 

GCSE. 

Business 2:  Operations, finance and 

influences on business. 

In this unit you will learn about how 

businesses provide goods and 

services, the purpose of finance and 

how businesses respond to external 

changes. 1 hour 30 minutes, 50% of 

GCSE. 

Business 
 

Head of Faculty: Mrs D Holland 

Examination Board: OCR 

 
Business is an active and enjoyable course, which is relevant to your life and experiences. 

Through the use of case studies, business games, relevant TV programmes  and 

competitions, it is brought to life. 

 

This course is all about the world we live in.  It is about our visits to the shopping centre 

and supermarket, it is about how we are treated at work, what it is like watching our 

favourite football team and every other part of our lives.  By choosing Business you will 

learn more about our world.  It is an enjoyable subject, which brings the outside world 

into the classroom in order to help us understand how businesses work.   

 
What will I learn on this course? 

Business is not just a theory-based subject, it is about real life. It will help you to learn 

about businesses and the way they operate in the world in which we live.  

  
You will gain skills which will be useful in a wide range of jobs, in the further study of 

Business and in your personal life. 

  
What are the mandatory modules or units – what will I have to 
study? 
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The NCFE CACHE Level 1/2 award in 

Child Development and Care in the Early 

Years has been designed to meet the 

needs of learners from the age of 14 

years. It will provide an opportunity to 

gain a vocational qualification that gives 

a basic introduction to the sector. It 

includes the knowledge and 

understanding of child development 

and wellbeing. 

 
What will I learn on this course? 

The objectives of this qualification are to: 

• Provide an understanding of holistic 

child development 

• Identify factors that influence child 

development 

• Understand legislation in the early 

years 

• Promote care routines and activities  

to support the child 

• Provide an understanding of the 

expectations of an early years 

practitioner and their roles and 

responsibilities in a child care setting 

• Provide an understanding of the 

importance of observations in early 

years childcare 

• Understand the purpose of planning 

in early years childcare 

  
 

What are the mandatory content areas – 

what will I have to study? 

 

Content area 1: Child development 

 

Content area 2: Factors that influence the 

child’s development 

 

Content area 3:  Care routines, play and 

activities to support the child 

 

Content area 4: Early years provision. 

 

Content area 5: Legislation, policies and 

procedures in the early years 

 

Content area 6:  Expectations of the early 

years practitioner 

 

Content area 7:  Roles and responsibilities 

within early years settings 

 

Content area 8:  The importance of 

observations in early years childcare 

 

Content area 9:  Planning in early years 

childcare 
 

Child Development and Care in the Early Years 
 

Head of Faculty: Mrs D Holland 

Examination Board: NCFE CACHE 
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Computer Science 
 

Head of Faculty: Mrs T Foster 

Examination Board: OCR 
 

The Computer Science GCSE will help you to gain an understanding of key computing 

concepts and the fundamentals of programming, such as computer structures, 

networking, Python programming skills and application testing.  You will develop 

creativity, logical thinking, independent learning and self-evaluation.  

  
What will I learn on this course? 

GCSE in Computer Science is engaging and practical, encouraging creativity and 

problem solving. Students  develop their understanding and application of the core 

concepts in Computer Science. Students also analyse problems in computational terms 

and devise creative solutions by designing, writing, testing and evaluating programs. 

  

Computer Science will encourage students to: 

• Understand and apply the fundament principles and concept of Computer 

Science, including abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms and data 

representation 

• Analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving 

such problems, including designing, writing and debugging programs 

• Think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically 

• Understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they 

communicate with one another and with other systems 

• Understand the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider society 

• Apply mathematics skills relevant to Computer Science 

  
What are the mandatory modules or units - what will I have to study? 

Component 1: Computer systems 

Introduces students to the central processing unit (CPU), computer memory and storage, 

data representation, wired and wireless networks, network topologies, system security 

and system software. It also looks at ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns 

associated with computer science. 1 hour 30 minutes, 50% of GCSE. 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 
Component 2: Computational thinking, algorithms and programming 

Students apply knowledge and understanding gained in component 1. They develop 

skills and understanding in computational thinking: algorithms, programming techniques, 

producing robust programs, computational logic and translators. 1 hour 30 minutes, 50% 

of GCSE. 
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History 
Examination Board: Edexcel 
 

History GCSE enables you to study a 

range of time periods, countries and 

individuals whilst developing key skills of 

enquiring such as analysis, debate, 

significance and cause and 

consequence.  You will hopefully have 

the opportunity to take part in a 

Battlefields tour to France and Belgium. 

 

What will I learn on this course? 

The programme is divided into 4 sections: 

• A study of the development of 

medicine through time (1250 – 

present day) with a focus on the 

British trenches on the Western Front 

from World War 1. 

• An in-depth study of Weimar 

Germany and Hitler’s Germany. 

• Anglo-Saxon England 

• The American West. 
 

What are the mandatory modules or units 

– what will I have to study? 

 

Paper 1:  Medicine and the Western Front  

1 hour 15 minutes written examination, 

30% of GCSE 

———————————————————-- 

Paper 2:  Anglo-Saxon and Norman  

  England and 

                 The American West 

1 hour 45 minutes written examination, 

40% of GCSE 

———————————————————-- 

Paper 3:  Weimar and Nazi Germany 

1 hour 20 minutes written examination, 

30% of GCSE 

Geography 
Examination Board: AQA 
 

Our new AQA Geography syllabus is exciting, 

varied and covers a range of Physical, Human 

and Environmental topics at both local and 

global scales, which engage students of all 

abilities.  During the course, students will learn 

more about the natural landscape around us 

and discover the many ways in which humans 

have influenced it. 

  
What will I learn on this course? 

This programme will allow students to develop 

their knowledge and understanding on 

human and geophysical processes, as well as 

the relationship between people and the 

environment.  Students will enhance their 

evaluative and analytical skills and apply 

these to real world situations. 

 
What are the mandatory modules or units – 

what will I have to study?  

 

Paper 1 – Living with the physical environment 

Section A: The challenge of natural  

   hazards 

Section B: Physical landscapes in the UK 

Section C: The living world 

1 hour 30 minutes written examination, 35% of 

GCSE  

——————————————————————-
Paper 2 – Challenges in the Human 

Environment 

Section A: Urban Issues and challenges 

Section B: The changing economic world 

Section C: The challenge of resource  

   management 

1 hour 30 minutes written examination, 35% of 

GCSE  

—————————————————————— 
Paper 3 – Geographical Applications 

Section A: Issue evaluation (decision  

   making exercise) based on a 

   pre-release booklet 

Section B: Field work questions 

1 hour written examination, 30% of GCSE 

Humanities: Head of Faculty: Miss S Rea 



iMedia (Cambridge National) 
 

Head of Faculty: Mrs T Foster 

Examination Board: OCR 
 

Digital Media is a key part of many areas of our everyday lives and vital to the UK 

economy. Production of digital media products is a requirement of almost every business, 

so there is huge demand for a skilled and digitally literate workforce. This qualification will 

help students to develop specific and transferable skills such as research, planning, and 

review, working with others and communicating creative concepts. The qualification’s 

hands-on approach has a strong relevance to the way young people use the technology 

required in creative media.  

  
What will I learn on this course? 

This qualification is for students aged 14-16 who wish to develop applied knowledge and 

practical skills in creating digital media products, such as webpages, animations, graphics, 

comic strips and interactive multimedia products. 

  
What are the mandatory modules or units – what will I have to study? 

 

Pre-production skills (examination) 

This first unit underpins the other learning in this qualification. Students will learn about how 

to plan pre-production effectively, including understanding of client requirements and 

reviewing pre-production briefs. They will use this knowledge in the optional units, when 

they develop their own media products. This unit also provides excellent transferable skills 

such as project planning, which will be useful in a wide variety of contexts. 

 
Creating digital graphics (coursework) 

Digital graphics are a key part of most digital products and this mandatory unit will help to 

support the other optional units in the suite. Students will learn the basics of digital 

graphics, editing for the creative and digital media sector and how to consider client 

requirements.  
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Performing Arts: Head of Faculty: Mrs S Morgan 
Music 

Examination Board: OCR 

 

This course gives you the opportunity to 

develop your performance, composition 

and arranging skills.  Working individually 

or in small groups, you explore new areas 

of music through analysis and listening 

work and take inspiration from these to 

help you to progress in your personal 

development and coursework.  You may 

work in a variety of ways depending on 

your strengths, with access to recording 

equipment, computer programs and 

instruments. 

 
What will I learn on this course? 

You will study the characteristics and 

history of many different styles of music 

from Classical to Stage and Screen. You 

will develop your individual performance 

and composition skills. 

   
What are the mandatory modules or units 

– what will I have to study? 

Performance: you record a solo piece 

and an ensemble piece for submission.  

You can sing or play an instrument   This 

unit is 30% of the course.  

________________________________________ 

Composition: you create two pieces, 

minimum three minutes, with each piece 

at least one minute in duration.  You can 

work on a computer using Sibelius, 

although your own instrument can be 

used if preferred.  This unit is 30% of the 

course.  

________________________________________ 

Appraising: you learn the history and 

characteristics of four areas of study, 

including vocal music and fusion music 

by studying set works.  This information, 

along with general musical knowledge, is 

the basis of a one hour 45 minutes 

examination.  This unit is 40% of the 

Drama 

Examination Board: Eduqas 
 

The GCSE Drama specification is designed 

to give you a broad and balanced 

experience of Drama. You will be given the 

opportunity to develop not only your 

performance skills but also your design skills 

in areas such as:   

lighting design, sound design, set design, 

costume  and hair and make-Up design.  

 

You will collaborate in devising your own 

piece of theatre and take part in a 

performance from a text. You can choose 

to concentrate on acting or design. You will 

explore a range of texts and view a variety 

of live theatre productions. 

  
What will I learn on this course? 

You will have the opportunity to learn and 

develop a range of transferable skills and to 

practise applying these to new situations. 

These include analytical, problem-solving, 

organisation and time management skills. 

You will also be able to work collaboratively 

to generate, develop and communicate 

ideas, all of which will develop your 

emotional intelligence. Your practical skills 

will be refined and will demonstrate 

creativity, reflection and resilience, as well 

as developing confidence and strong 

presentation skills.  Your written skills, both 

analytical and creative, as well as your 

ability to self-reflect, will be developed 

through a range of tasks. Studying drama 

will give you opportunities for higher order 

thinking, by considering ideas which go 

beyond language. This is great brain-

training which will help you in other areas 

too.   

 
What are the mandatory modules or units – 

what will I have to study? 

Unit 1: Devising theatre, 40% of GCSE 

__________________________________________ 

Unit 2: Performing theatre, 20% of GCSE 

__________________________________________ 

Unit 3: Interpreting theatre, 1 hour 30 

minutes, 40% of GCSE 
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Philosophy and Ethics 
 

Head of Faculty: Mrs S Siniara 

Examination Board: Edexcel 
 

This course will give you the opportunity to explore and study the relationship between 

Christianity and life in the UK and to explore some controversial issues.  The course 

provides a wide ranging explanation of beliefs and practices.  You are required to 

express your opinions and evaluate alternative points of view, as well as to demonstrate 

knowledge and understanding. 

  
What will I learn on this course? 

• You will explore beliefs, teachings, sources, practices, ways of life and forms of 

expressing meaning 

• You will be able to express your personal responses on fundamental questions 

• You will reflect on and develop your own values, opinions and attitudes 

  
What are the mandatory modules or units – what will I have to study? 

 

Area of study 1 – Religion and ethics (Christianity) 

• Christian beliefs 

• Marriage and the family 

• Living the Christian life 

• Matters of life and death 

Written examination 

I hour 45 minutes, 50% of GCSE 

 

Area of study 2 – Religion, peace and conflict (Islam) 

• Muslim beliefs 

• Peace and conflict 

• Living the Muslim life 

• Crime and punishment 

Written examination 

I hour 45 minutes, 50% of GCSE 
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Psychology 
 

Head of Faculty: Mrs D Holland 

Examination Board: OCR 
 

This course is an all-round excellent choice because it is about people and how they 

think and behave, from learning about psychological problems to sleep and dreaming.  

It complements many other GCSE choices.   The course is delivered through teacher led 

activities, presentations, group work, the use of media and examination practice.  
 

What will I learn on this course? 

You will learn about criminal psychology, the development of children, different 

psychological problems, how society influences you to behave, how our memory works 

and about sleeping and dreaming.  You will also look at methods to research and 

investigate different aspects of psychology as well as understanding the ethics involved 

during investigations.  

   
What are the mandatory modules or units – what will I have to study? 

Unit 1:  Studies and applications in Psychology 1 – Criminal Psychology, Development, 

Psychological Problems, Research Methods, 1 hour 30 minutes, 50% of GCSE   

——————————————————————————————————————————— 

Unit 2:  Studies and applications in Psychology 2 – Social Influence, Memory, Sleep and 

Dreaming, Research Methods, 1 hour 30 minutes, 50% of GCSE  
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Sociology 
 

Head of Faculty: Mrs D Holland 

Examination Board: AQA 
 

This course helps students to gain knowledge and understanding of key social structures, 

processes and issues, through the study of families, education, crime and deviance and 

social stratification. Students will develop their analytical, assimilation and 

communication skills by comparing and contrasting perspectives on a variety of social 

issues, constructing reasoned arguments, making substantiated judgements and drawing 

reasoned conclusions.   The course is delivered through classroom tuition, group work, 

discussion, debates and data analysis. 

 
What will I learn on this course? 

Students study key ideas of classical sociologists including Durkheim, Marx and Weber, 

referencing their view of the world and their contribution to the development of the 

discipline. 

 

Students will also learn how to apply various research methods to different sociological 

contexts.  The topics we study are families, education, crime and deviance and social 

stratification. 

   
What are the mandatory modules or units – what will I have to study? 

Unit 1: The sociology of families and education, 1 hour 45 minutes, 50% of GCSE 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 

Unit 2:  The sociology of crime and deviance and social stratification, 1 hour 45 minutes, 

50% of GCSE 
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Spanish 
 

Head of Faculty: Mrs K Mills 

Examination Board: AQA 
 

During the Spanish course you will study a number of topics from three different themes: 

identity & culture, local, national and global areas of interest and current & future study.  

You will be assessed on your listening, speaking, reading and writing skills.  There are no 

controlled assessments: all of the four skill areas have an examination at the end of Year 

11.  We teach the building blocks of the language through grammar and many students 

find this really satisfying as they are able to piece together the language with much 

more ease, especially in translating from Spanish to English and vice versa.  
 

What will I learn on this course? 

On this course you will study the following themes in Spanish:  

  

Theme 1: Identity and culture 

• Me, my family and friends 

• Technology in everyday life 

• Free-time activities 

• Customs and festivals 

Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas of interest 

• Social issues 

• Global issues 

• Travel and tourism 

Theme 3: Current and future study and employment 

• My studies 

• Life at school/college 

• Education post 16 

• Career choices and ambitions 

    
What are the mandatory modules or units – what will I have to study? 

The three themes mentioned above will be assessed through reading, writing, speaking 

and listening, each worth 25% of the final grade.  
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Sport (BTEC) Tech Award Level 1/2 
 

Head of Faculty: Mr D Brown 

Examination Board: Edexcel 
 

The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Sport is for students who wish to acquire 

sector specific applied knowledge and skills through vocational contexts by exploring 

the different types and providers of sport and physical activity and the equipment and 

technology available for participation as part of their Key Stage 4 learning. 

 

You will also explore the different types of participant and their needs in order to gain an 

understanding of how to increase participation for others in sport and physical activity 

and further develop their knowledge and understanding of anatomy and physiology.  

You will undertake practical sessions to develop skills in planning and delivering sports 

activity sessions to participants. 

 

The qualification enable you to develop their sector-specific skills, such as sport analysis 

and sports leadership, using realistic vocational context and personal skills such as 

communication, planning, time management and teamwork through a practical and 

skills-based approach to learning and assessment.  The qualification recognises the value 

of learning skills, knowledge and vocational attributes to complement GCSEs.  The 

qualification will broaden your experience and understanding of the varied progression 

options available to you. 

 
What will I learn on this course? 

 

The Tech Award will give you the opportunity to develop sector-specific applied 

knowledge and skills through realistic vocational contexts.  You will have the opportunity 

to develop applied knowledge and skills in the following areas: 

• Investigating provisions for sport including equipment and facilities to enhance sport 

• Planning and delivery of sport drills and sessions 

• Fitness for sport including fitness testing and methodology 

 

This Tech Award complements the learning in GCSE programmes such as GCSE Physical 

Education by providing further depth via analysis to the GCSE programmes use of sports 

theoretical knowledge to improve performance in participant.  Also, in the BTEC 

exploration of the provision and types of sports suited to different needs is well suited to 

GCSE’s depth study into key socio-cultural influences.  Finally, the BTEC offers leadership 

and teaching in sport, which is not approached directly by the GCSE. 
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Technology: Construction (BTEC)  

Tech Award Level 1/2 
 

Head of Faculty: Mrs S Taylor 

Examination Board: Edexcel  
 

The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Construction and the Built Environment is 

for learners who want to acquire sector-specific applied knowledge and skills through 

vocational contexts by studying practical skills used in construction, the principles of 

technology in construction used to create a better environment in the world, and 

interpreting the landscape, briefs and other aspects that impact on design and creation 

of construction as part of their Key Stage 4 learning.  

 
What will I learn on this course? 

The qualification enables learners to develop their sector-specific skills, such as using tools 

and materials safely with vocationally correct techniques, interpreting and 

understanding the infrastructure for safe and efficient work, and specialist design 

techniques to enhance communication of design by using realistic vocational contexts. 

The qualification recognises the value of learning skills, knowledge and vocational 

attributes to complement GCSEs. The qualification will broaden learners’ experience and 

understanding of the varied progression options available to them. 

   
What are the mandatory modules or units – what will I have to study? 

The BTEC Award gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific applied 

knowledge and skills through realistic vocational contexts. Learners will have the 

opportunity to develop applied knowledge and practical skills in the following areas: 

 

Component1: Construction technology 

Examination based on knowledge of general construction 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 
Component 2: Construction in practice 

Carpentry and joinery 

 ——————————————————————————————————————————--
Component 3: Construction and design 

Learning how to design buildings 
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Technology: Engineering (BTEC)  

Tech Award Level 1/2 
 

Head of Faculty: Mrs S Taylor 

Examination Board: WJEC 
 

The BTEC Tech Award in Engineering is a vocational qualification which will give you the 

knowledge and understanding of the engineering sector and will provide you with 

opportunities to develop associated practical skills.  It covers manufacturing engineering 

products, designing engineering products and solving engineering problems which 

focuses on how modern engineering has had an impact on modern day life at home, 

work and in society in general.    

  
What will I learn on this course? 

You will develop the knowledge and skills required in the engineering sector through a 

combination of practical and theory.   

What are the mandatory modules or units –  

what will I have to study? 

Component 1:  Manufacturing engineering products 

This unit introduces learners to interpreting different types of 

engineering information in order to plan how to manufacture 

engineered products. Learners will develop the skills needed 

to work safely with a range of engineering processes, 

equipment and tools. With these skills, learners will acquire 

knowledge of a range of engineered processes that are fit for 

purpose for manufacturing an end product. Finally, learners 

will learn how to test the final product against the information 

given in the technical information to ensure that they have 

met the given standards of the assigned brief.  

  
Component 2:  Designing engineering products 

This usually allows learners to experience and gain 

understanding of how an engineering product is adapted and 

improved over time.  The unit is linked to the engineering 

product manufactured during Unit 1 of the course.  It will 

require the learner to work to a given brief to adapt an 

existing component, element or part of the engineering 

outcome that they manufactured for Unit 1. 

 
Component 3: Solving engineering problems 

This unit introduces learners to how engineering design is 

impacted by a range of external considerations such as the 

properties of materials, both traditional and smart developing 

materials, as well as methods of manufacturing in both the 

traditional and new and emerging technologies. The unit also 

gives the learner the opportunity to explore how engineering 

achievements have had an impact on modern day life at 

home, work and in society in general. Finally, the unit allows 

learners to develop understanding and skills to assist them in 

the solving of engineering problems.  
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Technology: Food Preparation and Nutrition  
 

Head of Faculty: Mrs S Taylor 

Examination Board: AQA  
 

This GCSE course will enable you to develop a high level of knowledge, understanding 

and skills to cook and apply the principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating.  

  
What will I learn on this course? 

It is an exciting and creative course, focussing on practical cooking skills and theoretical 

knowledge to develop a thorough understanding of nutrition, where food comes from 

and the working characteristics of food materials. 

  
What are the mandatory modules or units – what will I have to study? 

Food preparation and nutrition.  

Written examination paper 1 hour 45 minutes, 50% of GCSE.  

  
 —————————————————— 
Food investigation task.  

This task assesses the scientific 

principles underlying the preparation 

and cooking of food. Students are 

required, through practical 

experimentation, to investigate and 

evaluate an understanding of the 

working characteristics, functional 

and chemical properties of 

ingredients and use the findings of 

that investigation to achieve a 

particular result with respect to the 

preparation and cooking of food. 

The task is a non-examined 

assessment (NEA) with a title set by 

the examination board. 15% of GCSE. 

——————————————————
Food preparation task.  

This task assesses the planning, 

preparation, cooking and 

presentation of food. Learners are 

required to prepare, cook and 

present three dishes within a single 

period of no more than three hours 

and plan, in advance, how this will 

be achieved. The task is a non-

examined assessment (NEA) taken 

from the set task titles of the 

examination board. 35% of GCSE. 
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Summary of Key Information    

Dates to remember: 

Thursday 12 January  Options Evening event at 6:00pm  

 for parents/carers and students 

Friday 17 February Final choices forms to be submitted 

Thursday 8 June Year 9 Parents’/Carers’ Consultation  

 Evening    
 

People to contact: 

Acting Vice Principal Mr J Done 

Assistant Principal Mrs N Toshney 

Year 9 Progress Leader  Miss E Bilson 
 

Form Tutors: 

9.AKN Miss Knowlson 

9.CWA Mr Asif 

9.DBR Mr Brown 

9.DGE Ms Geoghegan 

9.HME Mrs Mears/Mrs Barkhouse 

9.JLU Miss Luke 

9.NCR Mr Craddock 

9.RNA Mr Nash 

  
 

Contact details: 

Academy telephone: 01283 216837 

Academy email: office.pingle@deferrerstrust.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Go to the academy's website at 

www.pingleacademy.com 

Or for daily updates you can follow us  

on Twitter@PingleAcademy 

 
The Pingle Academy 

Coronation Street 

Swadlincote 

Derbyshire 

DE11 0QA 
 

Telephone: 01283 216837 

Email: office.pingle@deferrerstrust.com 


