
Parent/Carer’s Guide to Assessment 

2021/2022 
KEY STAGE 3 

Dear Parents / Carers 

This guide to assessment helps to explain both the assessment system 

that is used at The Pingle Academy and how students are assessed 

throughout Key Stage 3. The information provided should enable you to 

have a clear understanding of the progress your son/daughter is making.  

 

Your son/daughter’s academic summary is enclosed along with this guide. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require further clarification on 

any of the information contained within it. 

 

Mr J Done 

Vice Principal 

• The Pingle Academy, as part of The deFerrers Trust, will use a standardised 
assessment score (SAS) system to assess and report on student progress for students 
in years 7, 8 and 9. 

• Standardised scores are trusted and widely used eg year 6 SATS, and allows for 
assessments of different sizes or difficulty to be easily compared. 

• Subject teams across the Trust have planned the number and type of assessments 
that will contribute towards each of the 3 assessment points during the year.  

• Students will be assessed using a variety of methods relevant to different subject 
areas e.g. completing an extended piece of writing, a practical experiment or an end 
of unit test which will all contribute to an overall assessment mark. 

• Staff will record these marks on the academy’s management information system. 

• These marks will then be standardised at a year group level either with all students 
across the Trust (Cross Trust Comparisons) or with all students at our own academy 
(Internal Academy Comparisons), as identified on the academic summary. 

• The standardised assessment score that a student is given will be compared to their 
baseline standardised assessment score to determine the level of progress being 
made when compared to other students in their year group. 

• Baseline standardised assessment scores for each subject have been established from 
a combination of initial subject assessments across the academies, MidYIS/CATS 
(ability and aptitude test) and KS2 SATs results for year 9.  

• The average SAS across the cohort for any standardised assessment score will always 
be 100.  Maintaining the same score from one term to another means your child is 
progressing at the same rate as other children across the Trust/academy. 

How will The Pingle Academy track the progress students are making? 



Academic summary reports will be produced each term to provide you with an indication of your child ’s 
attendance, behaviour, attitude to learning, standardised assessment score and progress in each subject. 
 

Standardised Assessment Scores (SAS) 

• All assessment marks are standardised for ease of comparison between one assessment and another. 

• The mean average for any assessment is 100. 

• A score of 115 or more means the mark achieved is in the top 16% of the cohort. 

• A score of 85 or less means the mark achieved is in the bottom 16% of the cohort. 

 

Progress Indicator 

• The progress made by your child can be measured by comparing their SAS in a subject to the subject 
baseline SAS and is indicated on the academic summary as the Progress Indicator. Please see the 
table below as to what each indicator means. 

• The progress is measured independently each term against the baseline SAS. 

• Comparison can be made between assessments each term in a subject to indicate how your child is 
progressing in relation to the rest of the cohort. If the SAS is increasing then they are progressing faster 
than the majority of the cohort. 

 

** These are only given as a guide. Each assessment and subject will be slightly different for each academic summary 
as it relies upon the variability of the actual result students obtain across the cohort. 

 

 

Reporting on student progress. 

Progress 
Indicator 

What this means 

Exceptional 

Students in this group have made significantly more progress than their peers this 
term. They have increased by approximately 25 SAS points** or more from their 
baseline. They should be congratulated on their rate of progress during this term. 

Above 

Students in this group have made greater than expected progress compared to the 
majority of other students this term. They have increased by approximately 12 SAS 
points** or more from their baseline. They are on track to achieve better than the 
expected grades at GCSE that students should achieve from their starting point. 

On track 

Students in this group have made similar progress to the majority of other students this 
term. They are on track to achieve the expected grades at GCSE that students should 
achieve from their starting point. They are within approximately 12 SAS points** of 
their baseline. 

Below 

Students in this group have made less than expected progress compared to the 
majority of other students this term. They have decreased by approximately 12 SAS 
points** or more from their baseline.. They are on track to achieve worse than the 
expected grades at GCSE that students should achieve from their starting point.  

Insufficient 

Students in this group have made significantly less progress than would be expected 
this term. They have decreased by approximately 25 SAS points** or more from their 
baseline. They must take advice from their teacher to enable them to get back on 
track. 



  
Attitude to Learning Attendance: Lates: 

  1. Outstanding - The student’s work is consistently at and often 
above the standard expected and response to feedback is detailed and 
aids progress.  The student continuously shows resilience and regularly 
works independently.  All homework is completed to a high standard 
and all deadlines are met.  The student’s attitude has a very strong 
impact on their progress in lessons.  

100% - 99% 

= 

Excellent 

0 

= 

Excellent 

  2. Good - The student’s work is consistently at the standard expected 
and response to feedback aids progress.  The student shows resilience 
and works independently.  All homework is completed and all deadlines 
are met.  The student’s attitude has a good impact on their progress in 
lessons.  

98% - 97% 

= 

Good 

1 - 2 

= 

Good 

  
3. Requires improvement - The student’s work is usually at the 
standard expected.  Response to feedback can be inconsistent.  The 
student lacks resilience and is reluctant to work independently.  Some 
homework is completed and some deadlines are met.  The student is 
consequently passive and compliant and progress is limited.  

96% - 94% 

= 

Requires         
improvement 

3 - 5 

=  
Requires         

improvement 

  
4. Poor - The student’s work is usually below the standard expected 
and response to feedback is rare.  The student shows no resilience and 
struggles to work independently.  Homework is rarely completed and 
deadlines are often missed.  The student’s attitude is reflected in lack 
of progress.  

93% - 90% 

= 

Concerns 

6 - 8 

= 

Concerns 

  
5. Very Poor - The student’s work is well below the standard expected 
and response to feedback is incomplete.  The student fails to work 
independently.  Homework is not completed and deadlines are missed.  
The student’s poor attitude and lack of engagement has an impact on 
their own learning and that of others.  

89% or 
below 

= 

Significant         
concerns 

9 or above 

= 

Significant 
concerns 

Academic Summaries will be issued three times per academic year and will detail the 

following: Attitude to Learning; Progress; Attendance; Lates; Conduct Marks and 

Pingle Points.  The tables below provide further detail in these areas. We understand 

that many students’ attendance will be affected by COVID-19. 



If you are concerned about any aspects of your child’s progress you 
should firstly contact your child’s Form Tutor/Progress Leader. 

 

 

• Log on to SIMS Parent App to monitor attendance, behaviour, achievements 

and homework. 

• Monitor their academic summary to identify subject areas where they may be  

underperforming. Encourage them to speak with subject teachers to see what 

they can do to improve. 

• Contact subject teachers for extra support material where you feel necessary. 

• Help create a sensible routine at home for completing homework. Check the 

SIMS Parent App to know what homework is due for completion. 

• Ensure that there is a quiet place at home for them to work. 

• Attend our virtual Parents Evening at the Academy so that you can meet with 

your son/daughter’s teachers and discuss matters such as progress, attitude, 

behaviour etc. 

What Parents/Carers can do to help their child at home 


