
Parent/Carer’s Guide to Assessment  

2021/2022 

KEY STAGE 4 

Dear Parents / Carers  

This guide to assessment helps to explain both the assessment system 

that is used at The Pingle Academy and how students are assessed within 

their GCSE and/or Vocational courses. The information provided should 

enable you to have a clear understanding of the progress your son/

daughter is making towards their target grades. 

 

Your son/daughter’s academic summary is enclosed along with this 

guide. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require further 

clarification on any of the information contained within it. 

 

Mr J Done 

Vice Principal 

 

• During KS4, students are assessed using a variety of different methods which are 

most relevant to individual subject requirements eg completing a practise exam 

question, an extended piece of writing, an end of unit test or a mock examination. 

• These assessments provide evidence to support the students’ projected grades 

which are shown on academic summaries and are an estimate of the grade that the 

teachers feel that the student can realistically be expected to gain on completion of 

their course.   

• The Pingle Academy will collect projected end of course grades from teachers three 

times a year in Year 10 and twice in Year 11.  

 

How will The Pingle Academy assess the progress students are  

making? 



CONTINGENCY MEASURES FOR SUMMER 2022 EXAMINATIONS 

 

Students sitting exams and other assessments in Summer 2022 will benefit from a 
package of exceptional measures intended to make examinations as fair as possible as a 
result of the disruption caused by COVID-19. These include: 

• Reduced content in many subjects. 

• Students being given advance notice of some topic areas covered in GCSE, AS and 
A Levels to focus revision. 

• Exam aids, like formula sheets, will be provided in some exams giving students 
more confidence and reducing the amount of information they need to memorise. 

• The government has expressed it’s commitment to ensuring examinations go 
ahead, but has begun to produce other contingency arrangements for Teacher 
Assessed Grades (TAGS) if this is not possible, As a result of this, all mock 
examinations may be used to help decide a Teacher Assessed Grade (TAG). 

 

 

Targets and Projections  

• Target grades are based on national statistics, which use the KS2 results in English 

and Mathematics SATS tests which were achieved at the end of Year 6. These are 

then used to produce student and subject specific targets for the end of KS4. 

• Student target grades are the grade a student is targeted to achieve at the end of 

Year 11 based on these national statistics. 

• On a student’s academic summary we will compare each student’s projected grade 

against their target grade. 

• We will also report on a student’s attendance, behaviour and attitude to learning 

(ATL), which is presented on a 1-5 scale (1 representing the highest attitude to 

learning). A full breakdown of the ATL scores is found on the back of the progress 

report. 



 

KS4 Grading System  

In the summer of 2017, Ofqual (Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation), 
introduced a new grading system which changed the traditional GCSE grades A*-G to 
numerical grades 9-1. A grade 1 is the lowest grade and grade 9 is the highest although 
these are now well established for students. The information below shows how they 
compare to the traditional letter grades. 

What do these numerical grades represent? 

• Grade 8/9 represent an A* with 
the top 20% of A*s achieving a 
grade 9. 

 (This will represent 
 exceptional achievement.) 

• A grade 7 is approximately 
aligned with an old grade A. 

• A grade 5 will represent the top 
third of marks for a current 
grade C and bottom two thirds of 
a current grade B. 

• A grade 5 is intended to be the 
new “good pass” grade by the 
DfE. 

• A grade 4 is approximately 
aligned with an old grade C. 

• The bottom of grade 1 will be 
aligned with the bottom of a 
grade G. 

How will students be graded in Key Stage 4? 
 

Students in Year 10 and 11 studying GCSEs will be graded using the now established 9-1 
grading system. 

VOCATIONAL COURSES 

• Vocational courses in Construction, Engineering and Sport will be graded on the 
traditional BTEC scale which includes L2 Distinction*/Distinction/Merit/Pass and 
Level 1 equivalents. 



 

 

Who do I contact if my son/daughter:   

…..is behind target in one or two subjects? 

You may wish to contact the class teacher to ask for advice on what you can do at 
home to help support your child at home 

…..is behind target in a number of subjects? 

You may wish to contact the Form Tutor or Progress Leader to discuss how we can 
work together to remove any barriers to learning 

 

If you are concerned about any aspects of your child’s progress you should 
firstly contact your child’s Form Tutor, Progress Leader or Mr J Done (Vice 
Principal). 

What Parents/Carers can do to help their child at home 

• Log on to SIMS Parent App to monitor attendance, behaviour, achievements 

and homework. 

• Monitor their academic summary to identify subject areas where they may be 

underperforming. Encourage them to speak with subject teachers to see what 

they can do to improve. 

• Contact subject teachers for extra support material where you feel necessary. 

• Ensure your son/daughter is encouraged to utilise additional learning 

opportunities such as: 

 a) Lesson 6 in a range of different subjects 

 b) Online revision material to include GCSE Pod, Educake, Showbie and     

     Google Classroom. 

• Help create a sensible routine at home for completing homework. Check the 

SIMS Parent App to know what homework is due for completion. 

• Ensure that there is a quiet place at home for them to work. 

• Attend our virtual Parents Evening at the Academy so that you can meet with 

your son/daughter’s teachers and discuss matters such as progress, attitude 

and behaviour. 


