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Message 
from the 
Principal, 
Mr Hall
I am excited to share with you our autumn 
term edition of The Pingle Academy newsletter.  
As always, it has been a busy few months with so 
much to celebrate and I hope you enjoy reading 
about the students’ successes and experiences.

We are proud to offer a wide range of extra-curricular 
opportunities for all our students, which range from 
educational visits to support Geography fieldwork or 
rewards visits to Alton Towers. Over the coming months, 
students are looking forward to the skiing trip to Italy and 
the Mathematics trip to Barcelona. We will hear more 
about these in future newsletters!  I would also like to 
congratulate the many students who have achieved a 
wide range of individual successes beyond the academy. 
It is always a pleasure to hear about these.

This term we have 
celebrated the long-term 
service of a number of 
current staff members.  
Mrs Hall and Mr Nash have 
completed 25 years of 

service and Miss Tilley, Mrs Toshney and Mr Waller have 
completed 20 years of service.  They have all achieved so much 
in their time at The Pingle Academy and have supported so 
many students, parents, carers and staff.  I am sure you would 
all like to extend your thanks and appreciation for the excellent 
jobs they have done. We are certainly very lucky to have them!

Finally, I would like to draw your attention to some key 
events.  The Christmas by Candlelight performance and 
craft fair takes place on Thursday 15 December. In the 
new year, mock examinations will take place from 
w/c 9 January for students in Year 11 and 13. This is 
a very important part of the GCSE and A Level 
examination preparation. We have been so 
impressed with the attendance of students to 
Lesson 6’s and I know that the students are 
committed to doing well come the summer!   

Thank you all, once again, for your 
support for The Pingle Academy 
and I hope you enjoy reading 
the articles contained in this 
edition of our newsletter.
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Extra-Curricular Overview
Club When Where Who Staff
Monday-Friday
Basketball Breaktime Sports Hall Years 10 & 11 Mr Brown/Mr Elks
IT Lunchtime IT1 All years Mrs Foster
Library Lunchtime Library All years Mrs Tomlin
Wellbeing drop in Lunchtime Wellbeing Hub All years Mrs Cooke/Mrs Scott

Monday
Art Lunchtime A2 Years 10 & 11 Mrs Taylor
Basketball Lunchtime Sports Hall Years 9, 10 & 11 Mr Brown
Fitness Lunchtime Fitness room Years 12 & 13 Mr Hayes
Football Lunchtime Astro Years 7 & 8 Miss Sowter
Football Lunchtime Astro Years 9, 10 & 11 Mr Elks
Maths Lesson 6 Afterschool MA10 Year 11 Mathematics Team

Tuesday
Basketball Lunchtime Sports Hall Years 9, 10 & 11 Mr Elks
Creative Writing Afterschool Library Years 9, 10, 11 & 13 Miss Jones
/Book club
Crochet Afterschool SEND 1 Years 7 & 8 Mrs O’Mahony
Drama Afterschool D2 Year 7 Mr Prestidge
Dungeons & Dragons   Afterschool Library Years 7 & 8 Mrs Tomlin
Fitness Lunchtime Fitness room Years 12 & 13 Mr Brown
Football Lunchtime Astro Years 9, 10 & 11 Miss Sowter
Football Afterschool Astro Years 7 & 8 Mr Brown/Mr Hayes
French Clinic Lunchtime L3 Year 10 Miss Burcher
Maths Lesson 6 Afterschool MA10 Year 11 Mathematics Team
Netball (girls) Afterschool Netball Court All years Miss Bilson/Miss Sowter
Pride Lunchtime Library Years 9, 10, 11 & 13  Mrs O’Mahony/Mrs Tomlin 
STEM (until 20.12.22) Afterschool S3 Years 7 & 8 Miss Knowlson/Mr West
Year 11 Study Lunchtime Study Room Year 11 Mr Elks/Mrs Parker

Wednesday
Basketball Lunchtime Sports Hall Years 9, 10 & 11 Mr Brown
Basketball Afterschool Sports hall Years 9, 10, 11, 12 & 13 Mr Elks 
Drama: rehearsal Afterschool M1 All years Mrs Morgan/Mrs Eyley
Fitness Lunchtime Fitness room Years 10 & 11 Mr Elks
Football Lunchtime Astro Years 9, 10 & 11 Mr Hayes
Football  Afterschool Astro Year 9 Mr Wake/Miss White
Football (girls) Afterschool Astro All years Miss Bilson
Netball Lunchtime Sports Hall All years Miss Bilson/Miss Sowter
SEN Homework Afterschool SEND 1 & 2 Years 7, 8, 9, 10 & 11 Ms Lane/Mrs Townsend
Year 11 Study Lunchtime Study Room Year 11 Mr Elks/Mrs Parker

Thursday
Basketball Lunchtime Sports Hall Years 9,10 & 11 Mr Elks
Crafting (LSB) Lunchtime LSB Years 9,10 & 11 Mrs Eccersley/Mrs Holford
Debating Afterschool HU4 Years 7 & 8 Miss Starkey
Drama: rehearsal Lunchtime M1 Years 9, 10 & 11 Mrs Morgan/Mrs Eyley
Drama: rehearsal Afterschool M1 All years Mrs Morgan/Mrs Eyley
Dungeons & Dragons Afterschool Library Years 9, 10, 11, 12 & 13 Mrs Tomlin
Fitness Lunchtime Fitness room Years 7 & 8 Mr Elks
Fitness Afterschool Fitness room All years Mr Elks
Football Lunchtime Astro Years 9, 10 & 11 Miss Bilson
French Clinic Lunchtime L2 Year 10 Miss Burcher/Mrs Mills
Pride Lunchtime Library Years 7, 8 & 12  Mrs O’Mahony/Mrs Tomlin 
SEN Homework Afterschool SEND 1 & 2 Years 7, 8, 9, 10 & 11 Ms Lane/Mrs Townsend
Year 11 Study Lunchtime Study Room Year 11 Mr Elks/Mrs Parker

Friday
Art Lunchtime A2 Years 10 & 11 Mrs Taylor
Coding Lunchtime IT2 Years 7 & 8 Mr Little
Duke of Edinburgh Lunchtime IT1 Years 9 & 10 Mrs Foster
Fitness Lunchtime Fitness room Years 7 & 8 Mr Hayes
Football Lunchtime Astro Years 7 & 8 Mr Brown
Netball Lunchtime Astro Years 7 & 8 Miss Bilson/Miss Sowter
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Trust Student Leadership
by Miss Rea, Associate Member 
of the Leadership Team 

Student Leader representatives attended the inaugural Cross-Trust Student 
Leadership meeting at The de Ferrers Sixth Form campus in October along with 
representatives from de Ferrers and Granville secondary academies and the 
primary academies; Lansdown, Eton Park, Horninglow and Richard Wakefield.  

The meeting was convened and led by the CEO, Kathy Hardy, to establish a 
Cross-Trust Student Leadership Team to discuss important matters relating to 
all academies within the Trust, such as environmental issues and rewards. 

The representatives from The Pingle Academy were Kristian Bednarek 
(Year 9) and Frankie Grewcock (Year 7).  They did an excellent job 
representing Pingle students!  

This was an initial meeting in which the team discussed their priorities 
moving forwards.  

Kristian and Frankie will lead discussions within The Pingle Student Leadership 
Team to drive change in and around the academy, from new green 
spaces and starting down the path to being carbon neutral, to exciting 
competitions and rewards systems! 

Watch this space!



Year 11 Geography Fieldwork
by Mr Attenborough, Head of Geography 

Year 11 have recently undertaken their Geography fieldwork and 
have been out and about collecting important data to prove or 
disprove certain hypotheses. 

Students visited the beautiful Carding Mill Valley in Shropshire to carry out 
a river investigation. Students had to get into the river in their wellies and 
take various measurements including depth, width, velocity, bedload samples 
and gradients. They did this at three different sites to determine if a river changes 
as it moves downstream.  

We had a lot of fun and the students learnt so much that will help them with 
their GCSE studies. 

The following week, students completed more local human fieldwork 
in Swadlincote town centre.  

“Is Swadlincote a Clone Town?”, was the basis of our study.  
We collected vital data to help us answer this question along with 
some independent research on Environmental Quality as well as 
footfall and traffic surveys. 

The students are now well equipped for their 
summer paper 3 examination!
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Students from Year 12 and 13 recently took part in the 
United Kingdom Mathematics Trust (UKMT) Senior Mathematics Challenge. 

This is a nationally recognised challenge that encourages mathematical reasoning, 
precision of thought and fluency in using basic mathematical techniques 

to solve interesting problems. 

Well done to the following students on their amazing achievement:

Silver Award Winners 
William Boultbee and Isaac Neal

Bronze Award Winners
Lucy Gibson, Lauren Waltham and Jacob Bilbie
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Award Winning 
Mathematics Students
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CAMHS World Mental 
Health Day Visit
by Mrs Cooke, Student Support Worker 

To help celebrate World Mental Health Day on the 10 October, 
a group of students visited the CAMHS Open Day event at Temple House in Derby. 

The aim of the event was to educate and inform young people about the 
mental health services in our area and to help reduce the stigma which may surround it.   

Students listened to an engaging talk about Positive Mindset by The Art of Brilliance 
and learnt about the therapies on offer at CAMHS. 

Other stalls included local charities, digital mental health services, wellbeing activities 
and career advice and job opportunities in the NHS.  Students who are interested 
have the opportunity to become Mental Health Ambassadors for the school and 
help to raise awareness, educate and support others.

The event was a great success and raised over £500 
for local charity Sahara Mental Health.
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Year 10 Art Visit 
to Botanical Gardens 
by Mrs Taylor, Head of Art & Technology   

On Tuesday 4 October, the Art Faculty took their Year 10 GCSE students to 
The Botanical Gardens in Birmingham. 

Students were able to see a huge range of exotic and quite bizarre plants 
and flowers which they photographed to use as part of their GCSE portfolio.

As well as being eye-catching, some plants had very strange names, 
such as the ‘Kangaroo Paw’ plant and ‘Elephant Ear’ (though you 
could see where the name came from as the leaves were the size 
of an elephant’s ear!) 

The students used the opportunity to practise their photography skills, 
as well as doing drawings in their sketchbooks.

Students thoroughly enjoyed walking around the gardens which 
ranged from walking through a desert with cacti up to the ceiling to 
walking in a humid jungle-like environment with banana plants that 
had leaves as big as a canoe!

After the visit, students entered their photographs into a 
photography competition.  The finalists’ work will be displayed 
around the academy for all to see!
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Sports Report  
by Mr Brown, Head of PE    

Gold Medal Winner – Madison Townsend

In May this year, Madison competed in the British Open bringing 
home a gold medal in Martial Boxing and a silver medal in 
Light Continuous kickboxing on the Tatami (martial arts mats). 
Madison was then automatically entered into the World 
Championships in Hungary.  Quite an achievement!

In October, Madison then flew over to Hungary in October 
to compete in the ICO World Championships representing 
The Fight Station and Team England. She came home 
with the following medals:

Gold in Light Continuous kickboxing (Tatami)
Gold in Martial Boxing (Tatami)
Gold in Light Continuous kickboxing (ring)

Adam Stretton, Chief Instructor at the Fight Station said, 
“I couldn’t be prouder of Madison inside and out of the ring 
and Tatami.  She conducted herself so well and was a great 
representative for England.  This has come from years of training and 
commitment and dedication; the rewards are definitely showing”.  

Well done to Madison on this fantastic achievement!

Badminton & Basketball

We are attending badminton and basketball competitions for KS3 and 4 students over the winter months.  
Our basketball club runs each week and is flourishing with numbers exceeding 30 on occasions.

Cross-Country Success

In a recent cross-country event held at 
Markeaton Park in Derby, the under-13 boys’ 
race was won by Ewan Withnall in Year 8.

On a two-lap course, Ewan showed his natural 
ability as he sat comfortably in second place 
for most of the race. Coming into the finish, 
Ewan accelerated, taking the lead and 
powered over the line to win, beating the 
current Derbyshire champion.

Well done Ewan – I am sure we will hear much 
more about Ewan in the future!
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Sports Report – continued

Netball & Football Roundup

An action packed half term of sport at 
The Pingle Academy began with our 
Year 7 Netball team in competitive action.

The squad performed very well at the 
East Staffordshire festival winning one of 
their matches.  We look forward to seeing 
them all play again later in the new year 
when they compete in another festival 
at The de Ferrers Academy and we are 
confident they will show the improvements 
they are making.

The Year 8 netball team began their 
competitive season also with a trip to 
The de Ferrers Academy.  The girls 
worked very hard, playing well as a team.  
They managed to achieve a staggering 
three wins and four draws. Good luck for 
the rest of the season girls!

The Year 9 netball team have also got 
off to an excellent start with two wins in a 
recent festival at The de Ferrers Academy.  
Well played girls and good luck when you 
compete again in the new year.

The senior girls’ football team, including 
students from KS4 kicked off their season 
with a 7 team festival at John Taylor.  
In miserable weather conditions, including 
heavy rain and strong winds, the girls 
played their hearts out and managed 
some very good results including a victory 
over Granville Academy. Well done girls!
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Sports Report – continued

Football Roundup

Record numbers of students attended the Year 7 football 
trials which took place throughout September.  
Over 72 students trialled for a place in this years 
academy’s football team!  

Picking a squad was therefore incredibly 
hard so congratulations to all the students 
that were selected for the squad. The team 
quickly progressed into the next round of 
the John Appleby cup defeating neighbours 
Granville Academy 4-0.  Two goals from 
George Clark and a goal each from Elliot Pickles 
and George Perkins secured the victory. 
This was backed up with a 6-0 victory against 
Derby High School in the County Cup.

For all other students interested in football, we 
continue to run a recreational football club each 
Tuesday evening on the astroturf pitch for anyone that 
wishes to attend across Years 7 and 8.

The Year 9 football team recently got the chance to celebrate their success on the pitch at an after-school 
presentation event.  Captain, Lewis Pollard received the league trophy on behalf of the team after they were 
crowned division 2 champions.  The year group were unbeaten in 5 games as they beat local rivals Granville 
Academy and William Allitt in the process.  The team were victorious in 4 of their games with the only draw 
coming against Abbot Beyne in a 5-5 thriller. 

All teams have been entered into two cup competitions and team 
managers are busy organising dates for the next fixtures.  These will 
be communicated with students and parents/carers once confirmed 
with our opposition.



Junior Doctors Visit

LSB students have enjoyed learning about CPR in their PSHE lessons.  

Two junior doctors from a local NHS Trust volunteered their time to 
teach our students a number of life-saving skills.  

Students practised chest compressions and learnt how to administer 
‘DR ABC’ to help them remember the chain of actions needed for 
effective life-support. 

Many thanks to the junior doctors for giving their time and skills to 
teach our students this important skill.  

Students all really enjoyed the experience and 
responded very well to the calm and confident 
approach shown by the doctors.  

We wish all the junior doctors the very best for the 
rest of their studies and thank them for their time.
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Year 9 students spent a day in the academy with Talk the Talk trainers 
who helper students develop their oracy skills to help build confidence 

when presenting to a group of their peers. 

The sessions began with ice breakers and presenting back key information learnt about a partner from an 
informal discussion.  This then built into a structured speech, presenting a viewpoint and giving a range of 

supporting evidence and counter arguments to the view.  This was delivered in front of the whole class.

By the end of the workshop, students reported being 79% more confident in general.  
They knew 56% more about the skills required to communicate effectively and were 48% more confident 

at delivering a talk in front of the class.

Our students were described by one trainer as,

“A bright and lively year group who excelled in debating, offering 

explanations and examples without prompting and were able 

to look objectively at both sides of an argument.” 

“They were willing to challenge themselves and many of the more reticent 

students really stepped out of their comfort zones.  Progress was strong across 

the group, particularly those who were between 1-5 on the ‘Confidence Line’.” 

“Students were supportive of one another and there was a really positive 

atmosphere in the room, which allowed everyone to push themselves further 

than they may have thought possible. A really fun and fruitful day.”

This was a hugely beneficial workshop for our Year 9 students 
and we hope that the confidence students have gained is taken into the classroom 

to help them make further progress in all subjects.
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Year 9 Talk the Talk Event
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TBC Visit to London
by Mrs Firbank, Alternative Provision Lead 

In July, TBC students braved the heatwave on a visit to London to 
experience travelling by public transport and to see some of the 
capital city’s famous sights, including Buckingham Palace.   

The students were impressed by all the buildings and busyness of 
our capital and enjoyed seeing places that had, until then, only 
existed for them on TV. 

They discovered how to use the underground system and enjoyed 
trying to work out which tube line they needed and how to find it!

They were also among some of the first people to ride on the 
newly opened Elizabeth Line.  During the afternoon students were 
very proud to be allowed into Downing Street to have their picture 
taken outside the famous door of Number 10! 

Staff supporting this visit were impressed by the exemplary 
behaviour of the students and by the way they took everything 
they experienced, so different from Swadlincote, in their stride. 



Year 8 students were recently given the opportunity 
to visit an interesting art gallery. 

Many of the students had never visited a gallery before and very much appreciated the opportunity.

Whilst there, students were divided into groups and toured the gallery taking in 
the different exhibitions.  These ranged from a room of glass work with some interactive pieces 

set to coloured lights, Victorian Art, Pop Art and Culture, and Caribbean Culture with an 
installation of a typical sitting room from the 1960’s.

Students were encouraged to take photographs and spent time observing the wide contrast of art and 
culture which they hope to draw inspiration from in their future art work.

The students really enjoyed the visit have already asked to venture to another local city gallery next time!

Year 8 Art Visit to 
Wolverhampton Gallery
by Mrs Greenhalgh 
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Boys “HE Can” with 
The University of Derby
by Mrs Gostick, Raising Aspirations Coordinator  

“HE Can” sessions, led by mentors from The University of Derby, began again in 
September for selected boys in Year 9 and Year 10 in addition to a new cohort of 
Year 8 boys who experienced their first session. 

The aim of the “HE Can” programme is to increase aspirations and identify potential 
in a group of boys through workshops, visits to university and outdoor activities.  
Sessions take place over two years and are delivered by male mentors from the 
University of Derby. They hope to build self-esteem, confidences and employability.

The boys had to form teams and move a ball from one end of the team 
to the other without touching the ball, only using paper and a bamboo skewer.  
This required students to use communication and manual dexterity skills to 
determine who would be in each team and how they would plan the task. 

Students also reflected on their previous visit to Chatsworth House which took place 
in the summer and what skills they took from the activities they experienced. 

Lots of creative ideas were flowing, encouraged by the mentors 
and a great day was had by all!
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Coming Up...
Wednesday 30 November
Year 12 EPQ visit to Derby University

Thursday 1 December
Year 11 Parents’/Carers’ Online 
Information Evening, 4:30-7:00pm

Tuesday 6 December
RAF visit for Year 9, 10 & 12/13
Ski visit meeting for parents/carers, 6:00pm

Wednesday 7 December
Year 12 Career Ready Launch, London

Thursday 8 December
Sixth Form Parent/Carer tour of the academy, 
9:00-10:00am
Year 13 Parents’/Carers’ Online 
Information Evening, 4:30-7:00pm

Thursday 15 December
Christmas by Candlelight/Craft Fair, 
from 5:30pm

Friday 16 December
Deadline for Sixth Form Applications

Wednesday 21 December
Christmas Jumper Day
Autumn term ends

Thursday 22 December 
– Friday 6 January 2023
Christmas Holiday

Monday 9 January 
Spring term commences

Tuesday 10 – Friday 27 January
Year 11 and 13 mock examinations

Christmas Shoe 
Box Appeal
What a result we’ve had this year! 

Mrs Greenhalgh first started the charity 
collection for Teams4U six years ago 
and managed to collect 18 shoe boxes.  
These shoe boxes are shipped to children 
in Eastern Europe to countries such as 
Bosnia and Belarus, but also to children 
across the UK.

This year, with the help of students, parents, carers and staff, she has 
collected a record number of 118 boxes. What an amazing achievement!

These will make such a difference to so many children and bring joy to them this Christmas.  
It wouldn’t have been possible without everyone’s generosity and time so a huge thank you once again. 


