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Message from our 
Principal, Mr Hall
Welcome to the March edition of our new look Pingle News. 
As you will see our students have been working hard both in 
and out of the classroom!

I am sure you will agree that it is a relief to have COVID
restrictions finally lifted. This has been as a result of the huge 
efforts that everyone has made over the past two years. 
In that time, students have unfortunately missed out on 
many opportunities and experiences beyond the classroom. 
I am therefore very pleased to say that in this newsletter, we 
celebrate the wide range of extra curricular activities that 
many of our students are now able to take part in.

Looking forwards we will continue to provide a variety of 
opportunities to meet the interests of students in all year 
groups and hopefully there will be an activity for everyone 
to get involved in.

You will see on Page 2 a selection of photographs from 
our recent Year 11 and Year 13 Celebrating Excellence 
event held at Burton Albion Football Club. We are 
already busy planning our next event to celebrate 
the achievements of students in Years 7 to 10.

I hope you enjoy reading all the articles and 
if you wish to keep further up to date of 
what Pingle students are getting up to, 
then please follow us on one of the 
official academy social media 
platforms listed on the left.
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Celebrating Excellence at 
the Years 11&13 awards night

Former student, 
Jemma Ison,
Specification 
Executive,
IG Masonry 
Support

Head Prefects
Molly Rice & 
Samuel Brogan

Charley Stacey, 
Year 11, performing
“Don’t Rain on 
my Parade”

Year 13 students
Lucy Wroughton 
& Jack Meer

Former student, 
Liv Boyce,
College 
Research 
Administrator
The University 
of Derby

Mr Hall, 
Principal &
Mr Baker, 
Chair of 
the LGB
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Breakfast Club

Breakfast club has been running at 

The Pingle Academy for over eight years.

Everyday at 8:00am we open our doors 

to the cafeteria and welcome students

 from Year 7 to Year 13.

Students do not need to book a place to 

attend and do not need to attend every 

day, they can just drop in whenever they 

wish to get their day off to a good start.

There is a variety of food and drink on 

offer at a very reasonable price. Students who are entitled 

to free school meals have an allowance of £1.70 to spend 

on their breakfast. This does not affect the money available 

for them to spend at lunchtime.

We recently received a grant from Kellogg’s of £1,000, which 

we are using to provide free cereals and hot chocolate for 

all students. The benefits of breakfast club is not just to provide 

food before school, but also to have a calm and relaxed place for 

students to chat with their friends before the academy day starts.

For some students it has improved attendance and for others their 

punctuality. We have also seen students arriving at school with minor 

concerns that we are able to discuss before they head to their tutor group, 

getting their day get off to a better start.

If you have never been to breakfast club please feel free to give it a go. 

Staff are also welcome!

Mrs Green,

Breakfast Club Lead
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PE News 
by Mr Brown, Head of PE

We have had an action packed 
half term to say the least in PE!

I start with brilliant news that our 
Year 7 boys football team were crowned 
John Appleby Cup winners, which combines 
both South Derbyshire and East Staffordshire 
catchment areas. They played out a thrilling 
final at St George’s park winning 4-3. 
They also remain unbeaten in the league 
season so far. Well done to everyone involved.

Our Year 9 football team also reached their 
cup final, but sadly lost out 1-0 in a nailbiter of 
a match. The boys performed very well to get to 
the final and should be proud of their achievements.

All of our football teams have made excellent 
progress within their respective league. 
The Years 7, 9 and 11 teams in particular, finished 
with a 100% winning record.

We have recently completed a range of activities to celebrate #footballweek.

These included:

1 A KS3 and KS4 lunchtime competition, which was well attended and very successful.

1 A de Ferrers Trust football fixture for Year 7, Pingle vs Granville, with Pingle winning 3-0

1 The Pingle Sixth Form lost 5-2 to Pingle Year 11.

1 Our girls attend their weekly training sessions.  

1 Burton Albion FC ran a Monday night football session for our KS3 students.

In addition, I am delighted to confirm that we have booked tickets to watch the England Ladies
Football team begin their Euro 2022 campaign against Austria in July at Old Trafford. This forms part
of our ‘This Girl Can’ initiative and is aimed at championing female sport.



Active Derbyshire

Our Active Derbyshire extra-curricular club initiative has 
gone from strength to strength. We are very proud to offer 
many activities that go above and beyond the usual offer 
and have developed many good relationships with external 
partners, including Active Nation and Burton Albion 
Community Trust, to name a few.

This half term we have hosted clubs in the following activity areas:
dodgeball, football (boys and girls), rugby, fitness, swimming,
climbing, netball, multi-sport and badminton. The photograph 
above is from one of our fitness classes ran by Dean from Active Nation.

This initiative has allowed us to target 
more children and embed physical 
activity and mental health with more 
of our students. We are now able to 
sustainably offer a significant amount 
of personel development opportunities, 
which can only benefit our students’
physical and mental health.

Within the PE curriculum the girls have 
just completed units of work in handball, 
football and fitness, whilst the boys have just 
finished their personel survival qualification in the swimming pool. 
This involved the boys completing many challenges aimed at improving their 
survival skills in the water. A number of students were successful in meeting the criteria 
required for their personal survival certificate, which they will receive in the coming weeks. 
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PE News continued...

Rookie Lifeguard, Erin Spink, Year 7

Huge congratulations to Erin on passing her Silver 1, 

2 and 3 Rookie Lifeguard awards in October. Over 

the last couple of months, Erin has been working 

really hard to improve even further and has now 

achieved her Gold 1, 2 and 3. What a fantastic 

achievement. Well done, Erin!



Dodgeball

In December, Pingle took on 
Granville Academy in an eagerly 
awaited tournament of Girls’ 
Dodgeball for Year 7 students. 
Pingle had two girls teams, 
Pingle A and B and Granville had 
one team. Granville arrived fired 
up and took an early lead after 
beating Pingle A and B in their 
first matches. However, by the 
second round of the tournament 
Pingle A had started to get into 
their groove and won three 
matches in a row. This meant that 
at the end of the tournament, 
Pingle A narrowly defeated Granville 
to become the first champions of this 
inter-school tournament.

There were some exciting moments, with balls being thrown with power and accuracy and some fantastic 
dodging, but what was really exciting to see was the passion shown by the girls to win.

Congratulations to all and we are looking forward to the next tournament.
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PE News continued...

Netball

Last week saw our first 
netball match of the year 
against The de Ferrers 
Academy for Year 7 and 
8. The Year 8’s won their 
game 3-2 and the Year 7’s 
put in a fantastic effort, as 
it was only their second 
ever competitive match. 
Both year groups are 
looking forward their next 
tournaments in March.



Pingle visits the 
University of Derby
A small group of students from The Pingle Academy Sixth Form 
visited the University of Derby on the1 December for an 
Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) visit day. 

An EPQ is a qualification valued by many universities and demonstrates 
a students ability for independent study in researching an area of interest.

During their visit, they went for a tour of the Library with a Librarian and learnt 
how to evaluate sources of information to support them in selecting relevant and 
approach research to use in their EPQ.

The students were given two hours for independent research, where they used the 
Library to search for books and journals related to their project.

In the afternoon, they were also joined by a PhD student who spoke about their 
experience collecting and presenting research. They also watched three minute 
videos which summarised the PhD research conducted by students on a range 
of degree courses at the University of Derby.

Student Highlights
We asked the students to explain what they learnt on the EPQ visit day:

1 “It helped me to understand more about what it’s like to go to university 
 and has helped me to improve the effectiveness of my research.”

1 “I learnt how to give a good, condensed presentation about the 
 research I have done.”

1 “The talks on sources and 5W’s were very helpful. 
 Referencing style and presentation skills.

1 “Staff and recent students were engaging, so I got an insight 
 into skills required both in the EPQ and university.”
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Drama in London! 
by Mrs Morgan, Head of Performing Arts

On Thursday 10 February, the Performing Arts Faculty 
ran a two day residential trip to London for 
Music and Drama students in Year 10-13.

The purpose of the visit was to see a West End
musical and to gain some insight into the world of
theatre, along with gaining the experience of
visiting the capital city and experiencing some of
the cultural experiences on offer.

On day one, we had a coach tour around London, 
guided by our very popular driver Andy, who took us 
to see the Houses of Parliament, Big Ben, some 
of the most famous streets in London 
and some of the most famous 
structures such as the London Eye.

We had dinner in the Rainforest
cafe (experiencing the odd
thunderstorm!) and watched
Mamma Mia! that evening.

On day two, we had a treasure
hunt competition around the
Natural History Museum and then 
went on to visit the Globe Theatre, 
where we learnt about theatre in 
Shakespeare’s time and what 
it would have been like to be 
a spectator. We even 
managed to catch a few of 
the actors rehearsing.

We were very popular with 
staff at various destinations, 
several of whom said we 
were the best school party 
they had ever had!

The students had a brilliant 
time and we are really 
looking forward to running 
a trip again next year.
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Talented in Art!
For 6 weeks a group of talented students in Year 7, 8 
and 9 have been attending an after school art club.

They are producing their own canvases using acrylic 
paint and is a fantastic opportunity for these budding 
artists! The students were able to choose their own 
designs and have been shown various painting 
techniques to make the work look really eye-catching.

There are a range of designs from animals to 
flowers and beautiful sunsets. The art staff are 
really impressed by what they have created so far!

Well done all!

GCSE coursework

In September, GCSE Art students visited the 

Botanical Gardens in Birmingham to take

photographs which will then be used to 

complete their coursework portfolio.

They have been using their own photography skills to gain inspiration for their 

current natural form coursework unit. You may have noticed some of the 

photography from the visit on display in the main corridor. It has been 

great to hear so many lovely comments about that display!

Hopefully the finished flower paintings will appear around the 

academy soon!

Mrs Taylor,

Head of Art & Technology



Student Leaders are a group of 
students who’s aim is to foster academy 
spirit and leadership among students. 
The members change each year 
to maintain both a fresh approach 
and a strong student voice within the 
academy. Members help to create and 
develop constructive ideas within the 
academy community. Student Leaders 
are approachable and they are 
representatives of our student body.

Student Leaders:
1 are positive role models

1 are a voice for the students

1 make sure your time at the academy  
 is the best experience it can be

1 are a key contact between
 staff and students

1 communicate new ideas and 
 concepts in the best interests 
 of students

1 listen to complaints and 
 issues about the academy, 
 raise them appropriately and 
 work to find solutions

1 organise and promote 
 enrichment activities and 
 fundraising opportunities.

Work hard Be kind Choose wisely
Part of 

The de Ferrers Trustpinglenews March 2022

The Pingle Academy Student Leaders 2021-22
What do we do?

Meet 
the Team

Oliver Litchfield & Lexi Wheatley

Year 7

Christopher Jones & Jacob Morris

Year 8

Thomas Barclay-Saunders & Tayler Stacey

Year 9

Will Coffen & Jasmine Spare

Year 10

Romeo Macavoray & Andra Ciobanu

Year 11

Cleon Scarcliffe

ERS
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Twitter News
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Our LSB students have visited 
Alter Rock Climbing Centre 
in Derby as part of their Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Bronze Award 
Scheme. The group have 
challenged themselves to 
climb, boulder, cave, abseil 
and complete the Sky Trail. 
Well done to our students for 
trying something new and 
challenging themselves.

Mrs Thompson,

ERS Teacher

Free School Meals
Eligibility Checker
Please use the link below to check to see if your child 
is eligible for free school meals. Even if you think that your child 
is not eligible, it is worth a check just to make sure.

Also, by doing this your details are kept on the system so that if at 
any point in the future your circumstances change, the system will 
automatically allocate your child free school meals if at that point 
you are eligible.

Once you have completed the online application you will receive 
an email confirmation informing you whether your child is eligible.

Please note that if you have already completed this 
application there is no need to complete it again.

Should you need any support in completing this application, please 
contact Ms C Cooke,email: ccooke.pingle@deferrerstrust.com

FSM APPLICATION LINK:
https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/link2ict

This week, we 
have launched a 
confidential email 
to support our 
young carers in the 
academy. Students 
are able to contact 
a member of staff 
for support and 
signposting to local 
services available to 
them. If you feel that 
your child is a young 
carer, please let us 
know by contacting 
Mrs Stretton at 
youngcarers.pingle@
deferrerstrust.com 

Coming Up...
Thursday 17 March
Year 9 students - DTP vaccinations
Year 10 Prefect interviews

Friday 18 March
Non-uniform day
“Red Nose Day”

Thursday 24 March
Prefects announced in assembly

w/c 28 March
Year 13 mock examinations
Prefect training

Tuesday 29 March
Year 12 UCAS HE Fair in Derby

w/c 4 April
Year 10 Work Experience

Monday 11 - Friday 22 April
Easter holiday


