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Message from
the Principal
Welcome to our May edition of Pingle News.  

As the days get longer and the sun shines a little 
brighter we look forward to providing some new 
enrichment opportunities throughout the summer term.

As you can see, this edition highlights all the activities that 
our students have been involved in and celebrates their many 
successes.  From sporting success to university visits, students 
have been far and wide as they continue to make the most of 
the extra opportunities that are on offer beyond the curriculum.

As you can see from the photograph below I had the pleasure 
of handing out 47 Prefect ties and badges in assembly on 
Thursday 24 March and I must say how impressed I was with the 
quality of students we have in Year 10 and the support shown 
by the entire year group as students were presented with them.

I have no doubt we will have an excellent set of Prefects 
for this year and I look forward to working with them in a 
number of new and interesting roles soon to be delegated. 
The group have completed their Prefect training with Mr Elks 
(Year 10 Progress Leader) and colleagues from Burton Albion 
Community Trust, before they start their new leadership 
roles shortly.

I am sure you will enjoy reading the latest Pingle news 
and it is clear that Pingle students continue to live our 
values of “Work hard, be kind and choose wisely” 
in all that they are currently doing.

I would encourage all students to take part in 
a new activity and speak to a teacher if 
there is a club or activity that they 
would like to see in the future.

See page 8 for more details 
about clubs etc.
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Award Winning 
Mathematics Students
by Mrs Wall, Mathematics Teacher

Intermediate Mathematics Challenge

Students from Years 9, 10 and 11 took part in the United Kingdom Mathematics Trust (UKMT) 
International Mathematics Challenge in February.  We had a record number of students being 
awarded bronze, silver and gold awards. 

Tom Baker was awarded the “best in school” certificate and the following students qualified 
for the follow-on Kangaroo rounds: 

Tom Baker, Sophie Barnfield, Lydia Boers, Oliver Dancer, Henry Gilmore, Natasha Insley, 
David Manciu and Luke Morley.

Well done on such a fantastic achievement!

Senior Mathematics Challenge

The following Year 12 and 13 students took part in the UKMT Senior Mathematics challenge:

A gold award was achieved by Alex Bowler, silver awards for Lucy Gibson, Jack Meer and Joe Simkin 
and bronze awards for Thomas James and Matthew Laverty.

Alex, Jack and Joe also went on to take part in the follow-on rounds, with Jack being awarded 
a certificate of merit. 

Congratulations to all these students!
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Caterlink
Coming Up in the Summer Term

• Picnic Week: 20-24 June

• Greece destination day 

• New drinks machine 

• Strawberry season 

We are looking forward to the summer term, 

with lots of exciting ‘Destination Days’ 

and new products to try. 

Our current Meal Deal is £2.45, it includes 

any main meal, a carton and a pudding.  

Students can choose from our ‘Main Meal 

of the Day’, pasta, jacket potatoes, 

‘Grab and Go’ option or from our cold offer. 

Here at Pingle we run a successful 

breakfast club, from 8:00am, with lots on offer - 

even a free hot chocolate! 

Our menus are well balanced, exciting and focus on 

value and health, while ensuring that we offer food 

that reflects current trends on the high street.

We have a number of concepts such as Quirky Bird, 

which is our version of Nandos as well as others such as 

Mexican Kitchen, Pizza Market, Lebanese Kitchen and of 

course your favourites are still there – roast day and fish and chips!

Over the past term we have enjoyed ‘Italian Day’, pizza day and 

of course there was lots of pancakes. 

Keep an eye out for our promotions, meal deals, loyalty vouchers 

and much, much more, we look forward to seeing you!
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Frantic Assembly Workshop 
The Year 9 Drama Club recently had the opportunity to take part in a 
physical theatre workshop led by acting practitioner Richard James-Neil 
from Frantic Assembly.  Richard is a choreographer currently working in 
a West End Physical Theatre.

Physical theatre involves actors using symbolic movement, rhythm and 
music or sound to create moods or atmospheres, or even tell simple stories. 
Usually the stage is quite empty because the actors’ bodies, gesture and 
faces are the most important factor.

Two students who took part in the workshop were Evie Cook 
and Alexandrina Davis who stated, 

“In order to learn more about physical theatre techniques we had to start 
with a pretty vigorous warm-up.  We learnt how important  it is to warm up our 
muscles and to stretch and it is also a really good way to get you concentrating.  
We started to lose the tensions of the school day and also spent time getting 
used to each other and to our working space. We discovered for ourselves 
how important it is to trust when you are relying on others in the group, or 
the performance will not work.

The warm-up, the trust and the sense of ensemble led to probably 
the best part of the workshop, learning to lift safely and effectively. 
We learnt two different types of lift: rack lift and clamp. Always relying 
on communication and trust and then we worked in pairs on incorporating 
our lifts smoothly into a brief performance about finding imperfections in 
your partner and putting them right.”

Our incredible visitor had many insightful discussions with students and explained 
each step on a professional level.  The workshop developed the students’ skills as actors/actresses, 
but also helped develop confidence and student ability to understand social awareness.  

17 students took part in this exciting workshop, many of whom have chosen 
Drama for their options in Year 10 or have been newly inspired to do so!

Thank you to Mrs Morgan, Head of Performing Arts, for organising
this popular workshop.



How many sweets in the jar?

Friday 18 March saw the return of activities to raise funds for both 
Red Nose Day charities and the Red Cross Humanitarian Appeal for Ukraine.  

The academy held a non-uniform day with staff and students encouraged 
to wear something red and this provided an opportunity for staff, students 
and parents/carers to contribute in raising funds.  

The Student Leaders held a competition to guess the number of sweets 
in the jar, which they promoted in the week leading up to the day in 
form time and assemblies.

£45.91 was raised and the winner was our Academy Chaplain, Mike Firbank, 
with a guess of 247 and the actual number of sweets was 244!  Well done Mike 
and thank you to everyone who had a go!

The overall amount raised for Red Nose Day and the 
Red Cross Humanitarian Appeal for Ukraine was £1,070.77.
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Red Nose Day

Tree planting Thanks to the Woodland Trust

Year 7, 8 and 12 students planted approximately 

600 trees on the academy site.  

All the trees had been generously provided by 

The Woodland Trust and are part of our commitment 

to sustainability, helping the environment and 

supporting National Forest initiatives. 

Thank you to South Derbyshire District Council who 

generously loaned a number of spades!

Students had a choice of native species to plant, 

including Willow, Hazel, Birch, Rowan, Elder, Oak 

and Cherry.  These will grow into a deciduous native 

woodland, fabulous for wildlife, around the edges 

of our sports field.

Students from the LSB helped with the planting as 

part of their Duke of Edinburgh award scheme 

and their forest school lesson.



ERS News

Shakespeare Workshop

Three LSB English groups took part 
in a Shakespeare Workshop recently. 
It was based on Romeo and Juliet, a 
play that students are currently studying 
and explored the characters and plot in 
lots of dramatic ways.

Swadlincote Fire Station

LSB students visited Swadlincote Fire 
Station, where they spent a jam packed 
few hours!  Students had a guided tour 
around the fire station and were able to 
sit in the fire engines.  

Students were spoken to about fire safety 
and what it is like to be a firefighter. 

They were shown firefighting equipment 
and had fun using the fire hoses!  
They all had a great visit.

LSB Work Experience

Some of our Year 10 and Year 11 
students have been on Work Experience 
placements prior to the Easter break.

Students worked at Sharpes Pottery, 
sorting clothes and working on the till 
at the Air Ambulance charity shop 
and also working at a local garage.  

Other students will soon be going 
to a local primary school and 
Burton Albion Football Club. 

We are really grateful to the businesses 
that allow our students to experience 
the world of work! 

If you know a business that could offer
a placement in future years please 
do let us know!
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Year 12 Geography Field Trip 
by Mr Attenborough, Geography Lead

Year 12 Geography students embarked on their field trip to 
North Wales in February.  Students completed data collection 
tasks in order to complete their independent investigations as 
part of the NEA (Non Examined Assessment) unit of their A Level. 

We had an amazing time visiting various coastal towns 
including Llandudno, Tywyn and Barmouth, as well 
as the honeypot resort of Betws-y-Coed. 

We also stopped at both Welshpool and Shrewsbury 
to do some extra non-coastal fieldwork. 

Finally, we paid a visit to Fairbourne, which is the 
first place in the UK to have ‘climate refugees’ where 
the Government are rehousing people due to the 
effects of sea level rise.

To top it off, we stayed in self-catered accommodation 
where the Year 12’s were responsible for cooking, 
cleaning and other household chores!  The food, 
surprisingly, wasn’t too bad!

On the final day we did a 5-mile hike and as you can 
see from the photographs, we discovered some stunning scenery. 

Luckily the weather held out!
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Extra-Curricular Overview
Club When Where Who Staff

Monday-Friday
Art Lunchtime A2 Years 10 & 11 Mrs Taylor/
 Afterschool   Mrs Benfield
Basketball Breaktime Sports Hall Years 10 & 11 Mr Brown/Mr Elks
Basketball Lunchtime Sports Hall Years 9,10 & 11 Mr Brown/Mr Elks
IT Lunchtime IT Faculty All years Mrs Foster
 Afterschool 
Library Lunchtime Library Years 7 & 8 Mrs Tomlin
 Afterschool All years 
Student Support Lunchtime SZ1 All years Mrs Stretton
Student Support  Lunchtime SZ3 All years Mrs O’Mahony
- mentoring

Monday
Fitness Lunchtime Fitness room Years 10 & 11 Mr Elks
Football Lunchtime Astro Years 7 & 8 Miss Cox
Football Afterschool Astro Year 7 Mr Joyce 
Manga Lunchtime Library Years 7 & 8 Mrs Tomlin

Tuesday
Crafts Afterschool SZ3 Year 7 Mrs O’Mahony/
   invited students Mrs Cooke
Drama: Lunchtime D1 Years 9, 10 & 11 Mrs Morgan
Show rehearsal 
Drama Afterschool D1 Year 9 Mrs Morgan
Fitness Lunchtime Fitness room Years 12 & 13 Mr Brown
Football Lunchtime Astro Years 9, 10 & 11 Miss Bilson
Football Afterschool Astro Year 8 Mr Wake
Music Afterschool M1 Year 10 Mrs Eyley
Netball (girls) Afterschool Netball Court All years Miss Bilson

Wednesday
Basketball Afterschool Sports hall Years 9, 10, 12 & 13 Mr Elks 
Fitness Lunchtime Fitness room Years 10 & 11 Mr Elks
Football Lunchtime Astro Years 9, 10 & 11 Mr Brown 
Football (girls) Afterschool Astro All years Miss Bilson/Miss Cox

Thursday
Drama:  Afterschool D1 All years Mrs Morgan/
Show rehearsal    Mrs Eyley/Miss Smith
Fitness Lunchtime Fitness room Years 7 & 8 Mr Elks
Fitness Afterschool Fitness room All years Mr Elks
Football Lunchtime Astro Years 9, 10 & 11 Mr Brown
Geography Lunchtime Hu6 Year 11 Mrs Thompson
History Lunchtime Hu3 Years 11 & 13 Miss Rea
History - extra Lunchtime Hu3 All years Miss Rea
Multi-Sport Afterschool PE Years 7, 8 & 9 Mr Elks 

Friday
Drama: Lunchtime D1 Years 7 & 8 Mrs Morgan
Show rehearsal 
Duke of Edinburgh Lunchtime IT1 Years 9 & 10 Mrs Foster
Fitness Lunchtime Fitness room Years 10 & 11 Mr Elks
Football Lunchtime Astro Years 9, 10 & 11 Mr Elks
French Lunchtime L2 Year 9 Mrs Bayliss
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The de Ferrers Trust 
Burton Albion 
Football Takeover
Burton Albion Football Club really did have a special 
day for all of The de Ferrers Trust academies when 
they took on Fleetwood Town at The Pirelli Stadium in 
their League One clash on Saturday 12 March. 

Students from The de Ferrers Trust academies, along with family 
and friends cheered on The Brewers in our own dedicated stand 
as well as having pre kick-off fun on the 3G pitch at the stadium.

Students, chosen by their teachers for their effort and hard 
work in the academy, were given free tickets, asked to be flag 
bearers and take part in a special half term parade.

Mr Hall said, “The sun was shining 
and Burton managed to claw back 
a half time 2-0 deficit to win 3-2 so it 
was a great day out for everyone.  
Thank you to both the football club 
and Burton Albion Community Trust 
for giving our students the opportunity 
to experience a football league match. 
Hopefully, The de Ferrers Trust fixture 
will be an annual event.”

Let’s hope next year’s game is 
just as exciting!
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Year 12 visit UCAS 
Convention at Derby Arena
by Ms Wilson, Head of Sixth Form

Students from Year 12 visited the UCAS Convention at Derby Arena recently, to find 
out about the choices available to them as they consider their university options.

All the students enjoyed taking some time out from the academy to visit a range 
of university stands where they discussed courses, cities and possible career 
routes after graduating. 

They were inspired by the opportunities presented to them, excited by the wide 
range of bags for life that they were presented with (to remind them of their visit) 
and encouraged to research more, including further invitations to go and visit 
some of these institutions in the future. 

It has been a couple of years since students last attended the UCAS Convention in 
person and it was valuable opportunity for the Year 12 students to be out and to 
meet their peers and others in a bright, spacious and airy environment, whilst 
considering their futures.



The University of Derby delivered team building sessions to our 
Student Leaders and members of the Anti-Bullying Committee on a
 recent visit.  49 students from Years 7 to 11 took part in the morning. 

The activities undertaken were designed to develop a number of 
transferable skills including patience, resilience, communication, 
planning and creativity.  The aim was to give students opportunities 
to develop a range of skills, which they will need to utilise after 
leaving the academy. 

Lucia Jones, Year 10: 

“I thought that the team-building activities were extremely useful as they allowed all participants to gain not 
only transferable skills which are highly valued, but also the ability to recognise how these skills can be used in 
the future beyond Pingle.  

The session was very practical and fun because it created interactions between students who may not have 
had the opportunity to speak to each other previously.  The leaders of the session were so enthusiastic and 
motivated us all to participate in the activities with all of our effort as well as creating healthy competition 
between students.  

I thoroughly enjoyed the experience and would 
promote this type of activity within the academy 
as the team building activities helped me with 
my critical thinking, teamwork and budgeting.”

Connor Culpan Year 9: 

“We learnt to be patient and communicate with 
others because it involved so much team work.”

Matthew Middleton Year 10: 

“The event was great for building trust 
and responsibility between different students 
in the group.”
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Team Building with the University of Derby
by Miss Robinson, Associate Member 
of the Leadership Team
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Year 10 Work Experience 
Many Year 10 students have recently 
completed a week of work experience. 

Here are just a few examples of the valuable 
experiences they gained:

• Assisting with MOTs and changing tyres.

• Observing veterinary operations 
 and consultations

• Passing their fork lift theory test.

• Welding, drilling, plastering and
 manipulating engineering software at   
 engineering and construction sites.

• Assisting with sports coaching and   
 environment education. 

• Assisting head chefs with 
 meal preparation.

• Assisting with hair, beauty and 
 Botox treatments.

• Learning the full process of a 
 dental check-up.

• Completing their own risk 
 assessments and insurance quotes.

• Being classroom assistants in local 
 primary schools and nurseries.

A few of our students ventured further 
afield this year, including placements at:

• Manchester United football club

• Crich tramway museum in Matlock

• DAHER aerospace in Derby

• The police marine unit in Essex

• Shire Leasing in Tamworth

We also had a self-employed student 
running her own business for the week.  
She was researching the legal requirements 
for expanding her crafts business, ‘Hollie’s 
crafty corner’ to include chocolate and toys 
for Easter, in preparation for local craft fayres.

We are very proud to hear all the amazing 
praise for the students who fully embraced 
work experience and represented The Pingle 
Academy’s values superbly.

We would also like to thank all the placement 
providers for accommodating the students 
this year.

Reminder:  Year 12 work experience will take place 
week commencing 4 July.  Don’t forget to return your 
completed agreement form as soon as possible!



Following on from a talk 
delivered within the academy, 
a small group of Year 10 students 
visited the University of Oxford 
to have a look around and 
experience university life.  

During the visit they learnt all about the 
university and its collegiate system. 
This was a fantastic opportunity to have a 
tour around St Edmund’s Hall and ask current 
students about what student life is like.  

The Year 10s even got a chance to eat a 
meal prepared by a Michelin starred chef!

After lunch, the group were able to take part 
in a session at the Natural History Museum, 
Oxford, surrounded by various creatures from 
past and present.  They were able to look at 
the way science can study animals and how 
we can find out important information about 
those animals from their teeth, skeletons 
and more.  Some of the students even 
got up close and personal with 
Madagascan Hissing Cockroaches!

Student comments about the trip: 

“The day was fun and it was good to 
see an Oxford College.  I am now 
thinking of going to a university like 
Oxford or Cambridge.”  

“The visit changed my plans for the future 
as I am now thinking of going to Oxford for 
Computer Science.” 

“The city was also very good and it 
had lots of photo opportunities.”

“It was great, lots of information and 
the student guides were very helpful!”

“I had a really good time, I thought it 
was super interesting to see how an 
actual university works as I’ve never 
been to one before. “

“Amazing, insightful and confirmed my belief 
that Oxford is a desirable university option.” 
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Year 10 to the University of Oxford



Trade Union visit 
for Year 12
Year 12 Business Studies students were lucky to have 
Mr Bracken-Neale, who is the National Education Union 
(NEU) representative for Southern Derbyshire District, 
speak to them to support their A Level studies.

He also happens to be a longstanding teacher at our school, who 
teaches in the Social Studies Faculty, but works part-time for the NEU.

Mrs Holland, Head of Social Studies, said of the visit; 

“Trade Unions and working practice are in the A Level 
specification so having Mr Bracken-Neale in this role as Trade Union 
Representative is really helpful for the students as well as the teacher.  
He was able to talk to them about how a trade union operates and 
offer real life examples of current working practice that we study.

We are really grateful to Mr Bracken-Neale and the 
Derbyshire NEU for his time.”
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We cordially invite you to support our 

‘Meet the Employer Event’ 
for Year 10 students on Wednesday 6 July 2022 | 8:50am-2:35pm

Are you able to offer 1:1 interviews, careers presentations or business workshops?

If you would like to participate in all or part of the day or require any more information then 

please contact Lisa Smith: lsmith.pingle@deferrerstrust.com
 

RSVP by: Monday 6 June 2022

Meet the Employer at
The Pingle Academy

Work hard Be kind Choose wisely
Part of 

The de Ferrers Trustpinglenews May 2022



Work hard Be kind Choose wisely
Part of 

The de Ferrers Trustpinglenews May 2022

Stationery Shop 
& Lost Property
The stationery shop and lost property 
are located in the Main Hall and are 
run by Mrs Jones.  

Students can go along at breaktime to purchase a 
range of stationery items and check for any lost items.

 Opening times:

 Year 7 and 8: 
 Tuesday & Thursday at 10:20-10:35am

 Year 9, 10 and 11:
 Wednesday & Friday at 10:50-11:05am 

 Students can pay for stationery with 
 cash as well as using their Pingle Points!

Coming 
Up...
Monday 23 May
Year 8/9 HPV vaccinations

Thursday 26 – Friday 27 May 
LSB DofE practice expedition

Monday 30 May – Friday 3 June
Half term holiday

Thursday 9 June 
Year 9 Parents’ Information Evening

Monday 13 – Friday 17 June
LSB Camp 1

Monday 20 – Friday 24 June
LSB Camp 2

Tuesday 21 June
Talk the Talk event

Friday 24 June
Year 11 Leavers’ Celebration

Sunday 26 – Monday 27 June
Year 9/10 DofE Expedition

Tuesday 28 June
Year 12 Induction Day 1

Wednesday 29 June
Year 12 Induction Day 2

Thursday 30 June
Year 13 Prom

Friday 1 July
Year 11 Prom

w/c 4 July
Year 7 Camp
Year 12 Work Experience

Tuesday 5 July
Year 6 Transition Day and Evening 

w/c 11 July
Year 8 Camp

Open Evenings for new 
Year 7 at Pupils Schoolwear
Pupils Schoolwear, Swadlincote, have allocated specific 
opening times for parents/carers of the new Year 7 Pingle 
students, due to start in September 2022, to have exclusive 
use of the shop and be able to view/order uniform items.

This proved really popular last year and we hope you will be 
able to take advantage of these special opening times.

They will be open at the following dates and times:
Monday 27 June – Friday 1 July 2022 
from 4:00pm until 6:00pm.

For more information, please contact:
Krys Czerpak, General Manager, Pupils School Wear
Tel: 01283 224512
Email: krys@pupilsschoolwear.co.uk
Website: www.pupilsschoolwear.co.uk


