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Welcome from Mr Hall, Acting Principal 
 

      The Pingle Academy judged “Good” 

                                Ofsted 2021  
 

I am very pleased to report that The Pingle Academy has been judged as “Good” in all areas in 

our recent Ofsted inspection, which took place on  Tuesday 12 and Wednesday 13 October. 

 

This is the first time that The Pingle Academy has been judged 

“Good” since Ofsted created its current grading system 20 

years ago.  This outcome is a testament to all the hard work 

that has taken place over many years from members of our 

amazing staff, students and parents and carers.  Thank you 

all for your continued support. 

 

I am proud of what we have managed to achieve and it has 

been a pleasure to observe our students settling back into 

learning and being with their friends. 

 

We will continue to work hard to provide the very best 

education and opportunities for all of our students and I hope 

this first newsletter of the year showcases the many ways in 

which we are doing this. 

 

It’s a record …108 shoe boxes! 
 

A huge well done and thank you to Mrs 

Greenhalgh and everyone that managed to 

produce 108 shoe boxes for the charity Teams4U.  

The charity operates around the world, changing 

the lives of deprived children and their 

communities by delivering filled shoe boxes. 

 

Mrs Greenhalgh said:  
 

“I am blown away every year with the support 

and generosity from staff, students and families.  I 

cannot thank you all enough.  This year has been 

amazing, collecting 108 shoe boxes.  That’s 108 

children who will receive a present this year.  

Thank you all so much.”  
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We have had some excellent sessions for students in Year 12 

and Year 13 from Talk the Talk, delivering practical oracy 

workshops designed to equip young people with confidence 

and develop their communication skills. 

 

Support from Morrisons 
 

We would like to express a huge thank you to Vicky Kell, People 

Manager, at Morrisons, Swadlincote, for joining Year 11 PSHE 

classes this term to deliver sessions on CV writing and interview 

techniques.   

Loughborough University and ‘Find Your Voice’ 
 

Thank you to Loughborough University outreach and the project 

‘Find Your Voice’.  The event involved Sixth Form students who were 

able to build skills to become a force for positive social change.  

Students engaged in academic debate to help raise the profile of 

an area of social injustice.   

 

The day consisted of workshops to help students develop skills in 

building compelling assignments and presenting their message. 

 

It was great to have Ask Apprenticeships talking to all the  

Year 11 students in assembly and in PSHE lessons, introducing 

the students to apprenticeships at all levels. 

Army visit  
 

Sgt James Mazan delivered assemblies to Year 11 students to 

give them an understanding of the wide range of opportunities 

available in the army, including apprenticeships and university 

sponsorship.  
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Thank you to the Rotary Club for funding our Learning Support 

Base visit to Conkers as part of the national KidsOut Day.   

 

Our students had a fabulous time taking part in bush craft and 

going on the assault course.  They loved the challenge of 

trying to get the arrows into the target in archery.  

 

Some comments from our students: 
 

“Thank you for our amazing trip to Conkers.  I really enjoyed bush craft and flying off the slide on 

the assault course!”  Charlie 

 
 

“I really enjoyed archery.  It was so much fun.”  Abigail 

 
 

“I really enjoyed bush craft.  I liked the roasted marshmallows.”  Mia 

 
 

Thank you for our nice trip to Conkers.  I liked archery because I was trying to hit the target!  I 

liked the assault course because it was fun.” Kyle 

 
 

“I really enjoyed looking at the water birds and looking at the birds in the cages.” Shania 
 

“Thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you, thank you, thank 

you.” Thomas 
 

 

Both staff and students are grateful for such an amazing opportunity to go on a fantastic 

visit.  Our students gained so much from visiting Conkers, which cannot be achieved within the 

classroom.  Thank you once again for your generous support. 
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Remembrance Day Service 
 

Thank you to Rev Dr Mike Firbank for 

delivering such a powerful remembrance 

day service on Thursday 11 November.   

 

This was shown live in classrooms around 

the academy and was truly inspirational.  Thank you so much 

Mike!  

 

Chelsea’s Story 

Students in Years 9, 10 and 11 watched the hard-hitting 

performance of Chelsea’s Story.  The performance is designed to 

raise awareness around the sexual exploitation of children and 

young people.   

 

Chelsea’s Story is a drama production which explores the serious 

and emotional issue of child sexual exploitation (CSE).  It looks at 

many other related issues, such as on-line behaviour and consent.  The production is very 

powerful and as such has proven highly successful in raising awareness of these issues among 

young people.  The performance is punctuated with discussions by the cast members, exploring 

the reasons and consequences of the behaviours being shown.   

 

At the end of the performance, students had the opportunity to ask the cast questions.  

EPQ visit to Keele University  
 

Year 12 EPQ students visited Keele University Library to find books, journals and articles to support 

their studies.   

 

Students were able to research numerous topics such as 

forensic osteology and Scandinavian prison practices. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students were supported by Keele University Librarian, Scott Chesworth, who also gave a very 

informative session in referencing and plagiarism. 
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Year 11 GCSE  

WW1 Battlefields Experience day 

 
Year 11 History students had a real taste of life in the 

World War One Trenches.  Frontline Living History 

showcased a range of First World War weaponry and 

medical equipment to the students and helped them 

to get an in-depth understanding of what fighting 

conditions, wounds and medical care were like on 

the frontlines.  

 

It was an invaluable opportunity for GCSE students to handle and interpret real artefacts from the 

Great War, such as a Lee Enfield Rifle, a variety of grenades (all of which had been deactivated!) 

and even a real Thomas Splint used to keep broken legs stable between battlefield and hospital.  

 

Frontline Living History are made up of; Richard, 

an expert on the medical history of World War 

One.  His grandfather was a surgeon in casualty 

clearing stations during the war and Richard 

has advised on a wide range of historical films 

and television programmes.  He even had a 

cameo in the recent World War One film ‘1917’. 

David is a collector and expert who works for 

the National Army Museum advising on the 

Royal Army Medical Corps and also has a 

background in teaching.  

 
This experience has been invaluable for the students in helping them to revise for paper one of 

their GCSE in History, focussing on the British Sector of the Western Front.  Students really enjoyed 

these sessions and were talking about it long after it had finished.  

 

Sixth Form cake sale for Children in Need 
 

An enormous well done to the Sixth 

Form students and all those who 

contributed to an extremely 

successful cake sale on Friday 19 

November to raise money for 

Children in Need.   

 

A very impressive £360 was raised! 

 

 

Ms Wilson, Head of Sixth Form, said: 

 

“The students did a fantastic job!  I am really proud of them.  They not only baked cakes, 

which were delicious, but they also planned how to run the stall and staffed it in their own time, 

working really well together.  They are excellent role models for the younger years.” 
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Sports Report 

 

After a lengthy absence of competitive sport due to the 

pandemic, it has been so refreshing to restart fixtures and 

clubs.  The attendance to sports clubs has been so 

encouraging and pleasing to see.   
 

This term, most of our competitive fixtures have revolved 

around football.  The Year 7 and Year 9 football teams 

have performed very well and remain undefeated.   Both 

teams have reached the semi-finals of the John Appleby 

cup, which is a brilliant achievement.  We cross our fingers 

and hope they can reach the final, which is staged at the impressive St George’s Park. 
 

The Year 11 squad also performed very well and reached the semi finals of the cup, but sadly lost 

out and fell at the last hurdle.  They have now begun their league fixtures and remain unbeaten.  

Well done to all involved. 
 

@pinglesport have teamed up with Active Derbyshire and 

Pingle Lettings to further develop our extra-curricular offer.  We 

are so fortunate to be able to offer a number of additional 

clubs.  Each club runs for six weeks at a time.  We endeavour to 

target many students and all year groups as the year moves 

on.  Currently, the project has enabled us to run clubs for 

swimming, fitness, disco dodgeball and recreational football.  

The project has enabled us to build effective partnerships with 

external providers which include; Burton Albion FC Community 

Trust and Active Nation.   
 

We are also excited to announce plans to offer climbing opportunities using our indoor climbing 

wall to all students in December and then throughout the new 

year, so look out for further details. 
 

This term we have also ran a girl’s active project that allows our 

female students in Year 11 the opportunity to access high 

adrenaline sport during the school day.  This project has been 

extremely successful and popular.  The girls have been 

engaged and are currently using the local ski centre to help 

develop their skills and abilities on the slopes.   
 

Well done girls! 

Forthcoming events 
 

Thursday 16 December Christmas by Candlelight/Craft Fair, 5:30-8:30pm 

Wednesday 22 December Non-uniform Christmas Jumper Charity Day 

Thursday 23 December – Friday 7 January Christmas holiday 

Thursday 13 January Year 9 Options Evening, 6:00-8:00pm 

Monday 17 & Tuesday 18 January Year 7-11 flu vaccinations 

Thursday 20 January Year 11 Virtual Parents’/Carers’ Information Evening 

Wednesday 28 January Year 8 ICT visit to Bletchley Park 


