
Ballooning texts











Question 2

• You need to refer to Source A and Source B for 
this question. 

• Both Sources give details about the places 
that the hot-air balloons fly over. 

• Use details from both Sources to write a 
summary of the different places. 

[8 marks]



Marks Criteria
Level 4 
Detailed, perceptive 
analysis 
7-8 marks 

• Shows a detailed understanding of differences or 
links

• Offers perceptive interpretation of both texts 
• Synthesises evidence between texts 
• Selects a range of judicious quotations from both 

texts 

Level 3 
Clear, relevant 
explanation 
5-6 marks 

• Shows a clear understanding of differences or links
• Begins to interpret both texts 
• Demonstrates clear connections between texts 
• Selects relevant quotations/references from both 

texts to support response 



Question 2 – Example response
Both Sources describe the contrasting places that the writers see from 
their hot-air balloons. Source A depicts the intensely spiritual side of the 
Himalayan kingdom with its ‘gold-roofed temples’, ‘small white stupas’ 
and ‘prayer flags’ interspersed with white-washed farmhouses, which 
suggests that the country is a place where religion and faith are an 
integral part of people’s lives. The whole valley is overlooked by the 
‘Gangtey Goenpa monastery’ which enjoys a remote location high up on a 
ridge, implying that this is an isolated retreat used by Buddhist monks to 
pray and meditate. This is a very different place to that described in 
Source B. Here, the fields and meadows of suburban England are 
crisscrossed with roads and railways, which suggest that communication 
and trade is essential to the economy, unlike Bhutan which seems more 
isolated. Just outside London, the small villages give way to the ‘monster 
city’ where the writer sees a ‘million chimneys’ and a ‘multitude of roofs’ 
which are described as a ‘dingy red sea’. This contrasts with the exotic and 
ornate ‘gold-roofed temples of Bhutan. We can infer from this that this 
area of England is a highly populated, industrialised region and that the 
focus is on profit rather than the spiritualism portrayed in Source A. 



Question 3

• You now need to refer only to Source B from 
lines 4 to 18. 

• How does the writer use language to convey 
how small everything on the ground looks 
from the balloon? 

[12 marks]



Marks Criteria
Level 4 
Detailed, perceptive 
analysis 
10-12 marks 

Shows detailed and perceptive understanding of 
language: 
• Analyses the effects of the writer’s choices of 

language 
• Selects a judicious range of textual detail 
• Makes sophisticated and accurate use of subject 

terminology 
Level 3 
Clear, relevant 
explanation 
7-9 marks 

Shows clear understanding of language: 
• Explains clearly the effects of the writer’s choices of 

language 
• selects a range of relevant textual detail 
• Makes clear and accurate use of subject terminology 



Question 3 - Example response
In order to show how small everything appears from the 
balloon, the writer uses a series of comparisons which portray 
the land as a miniature version of reality. Using a simile where 
he compares houses to ‘things out of a child’s box of toys’, and 
expanded noun phrases to describe the countryside as ‘little 
coloured plaster models’ and ‘green-baize table covers’, the 
writer describes a world reminiscent of a doll’s house where 
everything is a tiny replica of the original. Reducing these 
objects to tiny proportions makes them seem inconsequential, 
as if the writer is like a god looking down on Earth and 
deciding men’s destinies. As well as using man-made objects 
as points of comparison, the writer also employs images from 
the animal kingdom, using ‘a long, gray, metallic-looking 
snake, creeping through the fields’ to convey how the river 
winds its way through the countryside. It also highlights the 
outlook of the writer as the balloon is so high up it reduces 
the mighty River Thames to a small reptile. 



Question 4

• For this question, you need to refer to the whole 
of Source A, together with the whole of Source 
B. 

• Compare how the writers convey their different 
experiences of the hot-air balloon ride. 

• In your answer, you could: 
– compare their different experiences 
– compare the methods the writers use to convey those 

experiences 
– support your response with references to both texts. 

[16 marks]



Marks Criteria
Level 4 
Detailed, perceptive 
analysis 
13-16 marks 

• Shows a detailed understanding of the differences 
between the ideas and perspectives 

• Compares ideas and perspectives in a perceptive way 
• Analyses how methods are used to convey ideas and 

perspectives 
• Selects range of judicious quotations from both texts 

Level 3 
Clear, relevant 
explanation 
9-12 marks 

• Shows a clear understanding of differences between 
the ideas and perspectives 

• Compares ideas and perspectives in a clear and 
relevant way 

• Explains clearly how methods are used to convey 
ideas and perspectives 

• Selects relevant quotations to support from both 
texts 



Question 4 – Example response
Initially, the writer of Source A is nervous about the forthcoming experience. Using 
the adverb, ‘apprehensively’ he conveys his trepidation at the thought of floating 
30m from the ground in a ‘wicker basket’. Despite these early nerves, however, he 
is soon enjoying the wonderment and joy of seeing Bhutan from the balloon. There 
is a sense that he undergoes a spiritual awakening as the balloon leaves at dawn; 
the romantic description of the sun which ‘burns away the mist’ opens his eyes to 
the vision of Bhutan. He also uses the verb ‘revel’ to portray his feelings of 
appreciation and enjoyment at the ‘majestic’ valley below with the adjective 
‘majestic’ adding to the feeling of a sublime experience. Even the action of the 
balloon mirrors the idyllic scene as the writer uses the adverbs ‘smoothly’ and 
‘silently’ to create a regal and sedate atmosphere. The addition of the intensifier 
‘so’ exaggerates the serenity of the movement. Rather than nervous, the writer of 
Source B seems positively excited as he uses a simile to describe the balloon 
springing into the air ‘like a big ball’. The description of this lively action and the 
diminution of the hot-air balloon into the size of a ball serve to eliminate any need 
for fear. He then goes on to reflect his pleasure at the scene below through the use 
of the abstract noun ‘delight’, which conveys how enchanted he is by the 
captivating sights, continued in the romantic description of the street lights like 
lamps which ‘are hung on Christmas trees’. As he has set off in the ‘late evening’ 
the writer has a different experience to the writer of Source B. As the darkness 
descends and the ‘canopy of smoke’ mingles with the gloom, he describes it as 
‘impossible’ to distinguish where the city ends, creating a surreal and almost 
otherworldly perspective. 



Question 5

• ‘It is important to travel and go on adventures so 
that you can learn more about other people, the 
countries they live in and their ways of life.’ 

• Write the text of a speech to be given at a school 
assembly in which you persuade your audience to 
agree with this view. 

[24 marks for content and organisation 
16 marks for technical accuracy] 

[40 marks]


