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The options 
at GCSE 
are good.  
Everyone 
can choose 
something 
they enjoy.
Student
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Welcome

Welcome to The Pingle Academy.  
We are a vibrant and inclusive 
community, where every student is 
supported and challenged to be 
the best that they can be.  We are 
made up of over 1400 students and 
we are proud to be part of The de 
Ferrers Trust, working closely with our 
secondary colleagues at Granville 
Academy and The de Ferrers 
Academy which connects us to a 
larger network of students and staff.

Choosing an academy is a very 
important decision to make for 
our children and I hope that the 
information within this prospectus 
demonstrates that here at 
The Pingle Academy, not only do 
we take the academic outcomes 
of all students very seriously, but 
also the broader development of 
students through access to a range 
of wider curricular opportunities 
and support networks. 

We have high expectations of all 
our students and we encourage 
everyone to reach for their goals 
and dreams with confidence.   
Students learn in a safe, happy and 
positive environment, where respect 
and good relationships are key.  

Students are proud of their 
academy and we are proud of 
their achievements.  We want every 
student to gain the qualifications, 
knowledge and skills they need for 
the 21st century, in order to improve 
their life chances. 
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We communicate well with 
parents and carers, who are 
always welcome to visit or 
to contact the academy.  
Community partnerships 
are also important to us. Our 
academy is a very popular 
choice locally and we are 
heavily oversubscribed. We sit 
at the heart of the community 
and we serve it well.  

We have excellent transition 
programmes at all Key Stages 
and work in partnership with 
primary partners so that 
students are ready for the next 
stage in their learning journey.  
Information about each student 
is used to carefully to place 
them in teaching groups where 
they will be able to flourish.

You are most welcome to visit 
the academy to see students 
in lesson on a normal day.  
This will give you a true feel for 
our ethos and values. I will be 
delighted to meet you and to 
show you round.

Mr S Hall
Principal
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We are delighted that in a recent Ofsted inspection, 
October 2021, The Pingle Academy has been judged 
“Good” in all areas and for its overall effectiveness.

This judgement builds on recent successes, including being 
the most improved school in the whole of Derbyshire during 
2018 and achieving our best ever academic outcomes in 2019. 
Students make good progress from their starting points. 

“Teaching pupils to keep themselves safe and mentally healthy 
is at the heart of leaders’ work.  Pupils learn how to protect 
themselves from the dangers of online abuse. They know the 
importance of healthy relationships. They have someone to talk 
with if they are anxious.” Ofsted October 2021

“You can really make nice memories here.” Ofsted October 2021

“Leaders are ambitious for all pupils. There is a well-planned 
curriculum in place in all subjects and for all pupils.  Pupils 
achieve well as a result.” Ofsted October 2021



We are proud to share 
The de Ferrers Trust Vision:

To ensure that all the 
children and young people 
in our care have the opportunity 
to fulfil their potential through 
achieving highly, regardless of 
their ability or background.

At The Pingle Academy we 
have a dedicated team of 
teaching and support staff.  
All staff are committed to 
providing the very best for 
every student. We recognise 
that all students have different 
strengths, aptitudes, interests, 
areas for development and 
preferred ways of learning. 
A culture of high expectations, 
along with a curriculum and 
lessons personalised to meet 
the needs of all our students 
ensure we bring out the best 
in every student.

Vision and Values 

There’s a strong and evident 
reality of ambitious aspirations for 
everyone’s futures and a sense of 
shared responsibility. There’s most 
definitely an energetic and genuine 
pride that runs through everything 
that happens at The Pingle Academy. 
It’s a very special place. 
Community Leader
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Lessons are pacy, engaging and 
well resourced.  iPads are used as 
an important learning tool.  
Feedback is regularly given to 
students and they respond to this 
in each subject as a key part of 
their learning experience.

Students have a positive attitude 
to learning and understand the 
importance of homework and 
extended learning opportunities.  
An online homework system 
makes it easy for students to 
organise their independent 
work and for parents and carers 
to monitor this. 

Values:

“Work hard, be kind, choose wisely”, 
are shared across our Trust.

During a visit to The Pingle Academy, 
these values will be evident as 
you see students who are smartly 
dressed, co-operative, polite and 
positively engaged in learning 
and academy life!



Curriculum

At Key Stage 3, there is a 
strong focus on English and 
Mathematics; we aim to 
ensure there is no loss of 
momentum from the learning 
at primary schools. We provide 
a broad and balanced 
curriculum, building upon the 
experiences at primary school 
and broadening students’ 
experiences in a range of 
subjects including Science, 
History, Geography, Spanish 
and French, alongside practical 
subjects such as Art, Drama, 
Technology, ICT, Music and PE.

At Key Stage 4, all students study 
for core GCSE qualifications 
in English Literature, English 
Language, Mathematics and 
Science. Beyond this, we provide 
opportunities to suit all students, 
with academic, practical and 
vocational courses on offer. 
Our curriculum is under constant 
review, in order to ensure we are 
meeting the needs of individual 
students in an ever changing 
world, as we prepare them for 
life as adults.
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Our outcomes in 2022 continue 
to show upward trend of 
improvement. We nurture 
the social, moral, spiritual 
and cultural interests and 
experiences of students 
within subjects, through the 
Religion and PSHE curriculum 
and through a wide range of 
assembly themes, as well as 
in workshops and activities 
provided by external groups.

The majority of students stay 
on into the Sixth Form, where 
we have a very wide range 
of A Level subjects, as well as 
additional extended studies 
opportunities. Students do very 
well and invariably go on to 
the university or course of their 
choice or on to a Higher Level 
Apprenticeship. In 2019, we were 
top out of all 17 local Sixth Forms 
in a 10 miles radius for progress 
at A Level. Outcomes in 2022 
continue to follow this positive 
trend with students achieving 
excellent results.
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I wanted to write to 
pass on a sincere and 
heartfelt thank you 
to all the staff who 
have taught my 
son during his time 
at the academy. 
When he got those 
amazing results 
we were all over 
the moon.  Parent



Care and Support

At The Pingle Academy we 
are committed to high quality 
learning in a stimulating 
environment, enabling 
individual development 
for all, in a culturally rich 
and caring Academy.

The Form Tutor is a key adult in 
a student’s academy life along 
with the Progress Leader in 
charge of each year group.  
The aim is for each Form Tutor 
to stay with their group for the 
duration of the student’s time 
at the academy, in order to get 
to know the student and the 
family well.

Safeguarding is of paramount 
importance.  We have a 
planned programme through 
PSHE, assemblies and focus 
days, to ensure all students 
are taught how to keep 
themselves and others safe.

Our safeguarding team react 
swiftly and expertly to take 
appropriate action and 
support where there are 
safeguarding concerns.
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Our Support and Guidance 
Team work hard to remove 
any barriers to learning and 
achievement, so that every 
student, with their diverse 
range of needs, is catered for. 
They link with a wide range 
of agencies to support both 
students and their families. 
We have specialist staff 
trained to support students 
in bereavement, anger 
management, mindfulness 
and counselling.  

Members of this team are 
available by the Student 
Entrance, where there is a 
Student Helpdesk, ensuring 
students have an immediate 
support point, should the 
need arise.

We have a Medical Centre, 
where excellent support for 
students with health issues 
is provided.  
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Thanks again for all the support you 
and your staff have given my son and 
me over the years; it really has made 
such a difference. Parent



As parents we recognise how your staff often 
‘go that extra mile’. Thank you and your team 
for all you do for us as a family. Parents

“Pupils respect those who are different from 
themselves and value diversity.” Ofsted 2021

At The Pingle Academy, individuals matter. Everyone is valued for who they 
are and what they can become.  Everyone is encouraged to aim high.

In our diverse, creative and positive academy, there is capacity for 
everyone to be themselves and for students to achieve their best in all 
areas of academy life. We have the highest expectations of all of our 
students.

Most Able Students are supported and challenged and many access places 
at Russell Group universities or Oxbridge.

Students with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities are taught in 
mainstream or in one of our specialist Enhanced Resource Sections (ERS), 
the Learning Support Base (LSB) and the Autism Resource Centre (ARC). 
These cater for students with an EHCP with a diagnosis of autism or those 
with significant special needs, who need a more specialist provision. 
Students within the ERS access the National Curriculum as well as lifeskills, 
social skills and vocational skills. Access to mainstream lessons is agreed on 
an individual basis. Students within the ERS work towards GCSEs, Functional 
Skills and Entry Level qualifications. 

Targeted interventions are in place for students who need academic 
support, for example extra help with English and Mathematics, or 
mindfulness to help to manage emotional issues.  Students have access to 
bereavement counselling, health support and mental health services and 
we are well supported by our Educational Psychologist.

We have The Derbyshire County Council Award of Excellence for our 
anti-bullying strategy and have robust policies and procedures in place.  
Keeping our students safe in the academy and beyond, is of utmost 
importance and students know where to go to ask for help and support.

An Inclusive Community
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Uniform & Equipment 

We are proud of our smart students who are prepared for learning.

Uniform for all students, Year 7-11
1 White formal cotton/polyester shirt with stiff, pointed collar and buttons up to the neck 
 (no puffed sleeves). 

1 Black academy blazer with embroidered academy logo.

1 Plain smart/formal black trousers (these must not be tight to the ankle) or knee length plain
 black skirt (no short stretchy skirts). Shorts are not permitted. Plain black belt (if required).

1 Academy tie.

1 V-neck black jumper with the academy logo may be worn under a blazer (optional).

1 Plain black socks.  No trainer socks or bare ankles.

1 Plain black footwear with no other colours, logos or stripes. Smart shoes are preferred. 
 No boots.

1 Black turban or headscarf may be worn for religious reasons.

Special ties:  Students who do sport at county, national or international level have a
  special tie. Prefects and Head Prefects also have distinctive ties.
Lanyards:   All students must wear their lanyard to the academy every day.
Hairstyles:   Extreme cuts and colours are not permitted.
Piercings:   One plain stud in each ear. No other piercings are allowed.
Jewellery:   A watch and one plain ring. 
Make-up/nails:  No excessive make-up, no nail varnish, no false or acrylic nails, 
  no false eyelashes.

PE kit for all students, Year 7-11
1 Red Pingle polo shirt with academy logo.

1 Red Pingle outdoor top with academy logo.

1 Black shorts/cycling shorts or plain, black tracksuit bottoms (academy logo not required).

1 Trainers and/or football/rugby boots.

1 One-piece swimsuit/swimming shorts/trunks and swimming hat.

1 Astro turf trainers or moulded studded boots for PE lessons or lunchtime activities taking  
 place on the artificial turf or grass pitch areas.

Students need to be ready for lessons with the following equipment:
1 A pencil case with black pens, pencils, eraser and ruler.

1 A calculator for Mathematics and Science.

1 A dictionary for English and either French or Spanish.

1 A fully charged iPad.

1 A Knowledge Organiser ‘pink book’.

1 Mobile phones must remain switched off and in academy bags during academy hours.
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Transition

Making the right choice

We recognise that it is very important to make the right choice for secondary education.  
We offer taster lessons and activities in Year 5 and an Open Evening each autumn, which 
provides a great opportunity to talk to staff and students

We believe that it is important for students to have the opportunity to see the academy in 
action and to experience the secondary curriculum. We offer lots of opportunities for visits 
so that primary children can get to know staff and become familiar with our facilities.  

We actively encourage parents/carers and students to have a tour on a normal academy 
day to see learning in action.  Please contact Kathryn Wagstaff, PA to the Principal, who 
will be happy to arrange a convenient time for you.  This offer is open to parents/carers 
considering The Pingle Academy and to parents/carers of current students who want to 
find out what academy life is like.

Preparation and settling in

The transition from primary education 
to secondary education is an exciting 
time in every student’s life.  In order to 
aid this transition, we have an induction 
programme to allow new Year 7 students 
to become familiar with the academy 
staff, the buildings and their new class 
friends within their form group.  This serves 
to ease any initial concerns of our new 
students and allow them to have a positive 
start to life at The Pingle Academy.  There 
is a dedicated Student Support Worker for 
Year 7, who works closely with the Year 7 
Progress Leader.

If your child has Special Educational 
Needs and Disabilities or additional needs 
of any description, we link closely with 
their previous school/academy in order 
to ensure a smooth transition. Enhanced 
transition arrangements are in place for 
students, as appropriate.

Year 7 Events

Once the students have started in Year 7, 
our induction process continues with 
the following:

1 Parents’/Carers’ Information Evening 
 in September: an evening to help
 parents/carers and students to
 understand how their new academy
 works. There will be a chance to meet
 and receive information from the
 Progress Leader and relevant teachers 
 in English, Mathematics and Science.
 Following this, there will be an
 opportunity to discuss any queries 
 you may have arising from your 
 child’s first week in Year 7.

1 Progress Report in the autumn term,   
 spring term and summer term.

1 Parents’/Carers’ Evening in the 
 autumn term.

You are most welcome to contact the 
academy any time for support or if you 
have any concerns, however small.

“Your students were particularly well mannered, friendly and 
enthusiastic – a real credit to your academy.” Primary Headteacher



The Learning Environment

Our academy is situated on an 
extensive site, on a quiet cul-de-
sac. We have splendid facilities for 
sport, including a swimming pool, a 
gymnasium, tennis courts, football 
and rugby pitches, a fitness suite, 
a floodlit full size Artificial Turf Pitch 
and a four court Sports Centre with 
a climbing wall.  

We have an impressive Performing 
Arts Centre, with Music and Drama 
studios and Music practice rooms. 
Our main hall, with a traditional 
stage, seats 350 and is used for 
our academy Music and Drama 
performances.

Our Art and Technology specialist 
areas are well equipped and we 
have a dedicated construction 
area so we can offer vocational 
courses at Key Stage 4.

A new Mathematics block, 
opened in 2019, has been a 
welcome addition to our 
expanding academy.

We have an extensive Library, 
which is a welcoming, friendly and 
supportive environment, open 
before and after the academy day 
as well as at break and lunchtimes 
for homework support, independent 
learning or a quiet read.

Students wishing to study post 16 
benefit from an excellent dedicated 
Sixth Form facility, with study area, 
common room and café. 
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For students with Special 
Educational Needs and 
Disabilities, we have a Learning 
Support Base and an Autism 
Resource Centre.  

Support and Guidance

Our Support and Guidance area 
of the academy is available for 
students to access before the 
academy day, at break and 
at lunchtime. They provide the 
perfect environment for students 
to discuss any concerns or issues 
that may be a barrier to their 
learning and know that there will 
always be a friendly face happy 
to offer support as required.

The Student Helpdesk is situated 
by the Student Entrance.  
Students are greeted here each 
morning as they arrive at the 
start of the day.  The helpdesk 
is also open at breaktime, 
lunchtime and after the 
academy day.

This area is used for transition to 
ensure all our new students settle 
in quickly and are supported.  
We also have a nurture room, 
which is used for positive support 
and mindfulness sessons. 
Students with a variety of social 
and emotional needs are 
effectively supported by the 
Support and Guidance team.

17

Pingle is fantastic: 
clean, welcoming 
and positive. 
Prospective Year 6 parent

You’ve so much to 
be proud of. 
Member of the community



Opportunities
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We pride ourselves on the 
range of opportunities 
beyond the classroom, 
from becoming a peer 
mentor to skiing in Italy!

Our many and varied 
extra curricular 
opportunities build 
confidence and 
character, in an 
environment where 
students are supported 
and nurtured.

We encourage students 
to be creative, offering 
opportunities to play 
an instrument, join 
instrumental groups or 
the choir and participate 
in performances and 
productions. They can 
also develop their skills 
and learn how to throw 
a pot, do street dance 
and other forms of 
creative expression.

Our extensive sports 
facilities enable us to 
offer a wide variety of 
different sports, including 
trampolining, gymnastics, 
swimming, rugby, table 
tennis, badminton, 
handball, dance, cricket, 
rounders, athletics, 
softball and football for 
both boys and girls.

They competed magnificently 
against five other finalist 
teams, displaying great team 
work, professionalism and 
commitment to their idea to 
become worthy winners.  
Richard Scudamore, Executive Chairman, 
Premier League Enterprise Challenge

I loved the Djambe drumming 
and can’t wait to do this again. 

Student

The quality and quantity of 
student activity is breath 
taking and serves as an 
example to all other schools of 
what can be achieved. Governor

Students compete at local, 
national and international 
level and sports ties are 
awarded at our special 
Sports Awards Events.

We have strong 
partnerships with Burton 
Albion and Derby County 
Football Club, which 
enable us to offer a wealth 
of additional opportunities.

There is a wide variety 
of clubs and activities, 
including ICT and 
programing, games 
workshops, cooking 
and STEM (Science, 
Technology, English and 
Mathematics) activities.

Regular visits and rewards 
are offered, including 
careers events, Geography 
fieldwork, ice skating, 
bowling, visits to London, to 
art galleries and universities 
and to Alton Towers.

All students in Year 7 are 
offered the opportunity to 
go on camp, which is very 
popular.  There are also 
lots of opportunities to go 
to other countries. Visits in 
recent years include Paris, 
Boulogne, Barcelona, 
Madrid, Holland, Poland 
and Berlin.

We enter competitions such as 
Future Chef and the Premier 
League Enterprise Challenge, 
in which our students have 
come in first place, meeting 
Richard Scudamore, Theo 
Paphitis and Graham Le Saux.

Sixth Formers have also 
achieved national success in 
public speaking and university 
challenge events.

Students are given the 
opportunity to become 
student leaders and sports 
leaders, peer mentors 
and prefects. We provide 
opportunities for students t
o work together on focus 
days, such as health and 
well being events. This gives 
students the opportunity to 
develop valuable life skills, 
such as leadership, 
teamwork, problem solving 
and co-operation.

We believe all students should 
have equal opportunities to 
access enrichment activities 
and they are actively 
encouraged to do so. 
Pupil Premium funding and 
Sixth Form bursaries support 
students as necessary. Our 
aim is to develop and nurture 
every student’s skills and 
talents so that all can shine, be 
confident, fulfilled and happy.
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It’s fantastic 
to read of the 
huge impact 
Pingle has 
in the wider 
community.  
Charity Organiser

I was really 
impressed 
with the 
attitude of all 
the students 
who attended. 
I was amazed 
at the range 
of ideas 
the students 
had about 
their future. 
Employer

I feel such 
pride at being 
part of Pingle.  
Member of staff

The students 
are excellent 
role models 
for others, not 
just in Pingle, 
but in the 
wider area. 
A real 
pleasure for 
me to see the 
students being 
challenged 
and inspired 
to aim high.  
Member of 
the community

Partnership
We believe in partnership working 
in order to provide the best possible 
education, opportunities and 
support for all of our students.

We have a strong Local Governing 
Body; our Governors work hard to 
ensure students are able to achieve 
the best possible outcomes. 
We value parent/carer views and 
regularly consult on a whole range 
of issues. We offer parenting classes 
and parent/carer support groups, 
which are very popular.

Local employers provide great 
support with work experience 
placements, mock interview 
practice and input into the 
curriculum in many areas of the 
academy.  This means that we are 
able to provide excellent Career 
Information Advice and Guidance 
for our students.

We work closely with a number of 
local and national charities and 
other organisations, raising valuable 
funds for them in a variety of ways. 
This work provides opportunities 
for our students to understand the 
needs of others in our society and 
contributes to the caring nature of 
our academy.

The feedback from the university 
lecturers was exceptionally positive 
with regard to both the interest 
and attention span of the students.  
Equally, they praised the quality 
of the academy learning 
environment. Visitor from Higher Education

We work in partnership with 
universities so that students from 
Year 7 to Year 13 can benefit 
from a range of university 
experiences. The academy 
is part of Derby University’s 
Widening Participation 
Programme, where students 
enjoy a variety of subject 
tasters as well as discovering 
what university life is like. 
Our Sixth Form students are 
given bespoke experiences at 
a range of universities, for their 
individual degree choices.

We are proud of our 
hardworking students, well 
qualified and caring staff, 
excellent facilities, extra 
curricular activity programme, 
inclusive ethos and our 
partnerships. We are justifiably 
proud of our reputation as 
an academy where students 
follow our values. 

The importance of this to our 
students, to us as an academy 
and to parents and carers, is 
clear for all to see.

Work hard   Be kind   Choose wisely
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Last Words

It is a pleasure and a privilege to be 
responsible for Year 7 transition and 
for the progress and well-being of 
students throughout their time in Year 7. Students enjoy 
collecting Pingle points and exchanging these for 
rewards such as footballs and stationery. One of the 
highlights is our annual camp in July… character building 
and great fun!  Miss Sowter, Year 7 Progress Leader

He’s home exhausted and talking so 
enthusiastically about his time on Pingle Camp. 
Thank you for keeping them safe and for letting 
them make some great memories.  Parents

Our daughter has settled into secondary life incredibly 
well and we attribute this to the relationships between 
staff and students, the open communication and the 
encouragement the staff offer.  We couldn’t be happier 
with our choice of academy.  Parents

Thank you for caring about each and 
every one of the children.  Parents

On the occasions I’ve contacted the academy over 
the last year and a half, I’ve been very impressed 
with the response I’ve received from the Leadership 
Team and staff. Feel free to share my comments 
with prospective new parents.  Parent

So many amazing students in your academy and we are 
proud that our daughter is one of them.  Parents

Principal:
Mr S Hall

Chair of Governors:
Mr D Baker

 
Vice Principals:

Mrs M Hall 
Mr J Done (Acting)

 
Assistant Principals:

Mrs B Parker
Mr D Riley

Mrs N Toshney
Mr S Waller 

Mrs D Wilcox

Year 7 Progress Leader:
Miss C Sowter

Head of Enhanced Resource Section:
Mrs L Harling

Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL) 
& Early Help Lead:

Mr M Hurst

Business Office Manager
Mrs F Harvey

PA to the Principal
Mrs K Wagstaff

The information given in this brochure
is as accurate as possible at the time 
of publication. Any changes will be 
reported to parents/carers by letter or 
published on our website. It should not 
however be assumed that there will 
not be any changes before, during or 
after the school year 2022–2023.

© The Pingle Academy

Designed and produced by foxcreate.com  Part of The de Ferrers Trust



Go to the academy’s website at 
www.pingleacademy.com 
or for daily updates you can follow 
us on Twitter @PingleAcademy
 

The Pingle Academy
Coronation Street 

Swadlincote 

Derbyshire 

DE11 0QA

Telephone: 01283 216837
Email: office.pingle@deferrerstrust.com


