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“The thing I 
really like about 
The Pingle Sixth Form?
You are supported and 
encouraged to reach 
your potential.”
Year 12 student
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Introduction

Welcome to The Pingle Sixth Form 
and thank you for considering us for 
your post 16 study.

As a student in our Sixth Form, you 
will join a caring and supportive 
community who put teaching, 
guidance and support at the heart 
of everything we do.  We are proud 
of the quality of our teaching and 
aim to ensure we provide the right 
support to enable all students to 
achieve and succeed.  By offering 
a broad range of subjects, which 
are continually reviewed to reflect 
the changing interests and passions 
of our students, we provide the 
courses and options students 
wish to pursue. There is also the 
opportunity to extend your learning 
by taking an additional course of 
study, either as an AS subject or 
EPQ.  These are available to create 
opportunities for students to widen 
their interests.

Sixth Form is an exciting time for 
students and in these two years, 
you will transition into an individual 
who is ready to join the wider 
academic community or become 
a valued member of a workplace, 
either through full time employment 
or an apprenticeship.  We are 
proud to work closely with a range 
of local organisations, including 
Career Ready and Zero Gravity 
to support students in successfully 
gaining some highly competitive 
apprenticeships in a variety of 
roles from Business Management 
to Civil Engineering. During Year 
12, we also hold a week of work 
experience for all students.

If students wish to continue their 
studies at university we are pleased 
to support them with the research 
and advice necessary to gain 
offers which will enable them 
to progress onto the degrees of 
their choice. Our knowledge and 
links with universities are excellent 
and we participate in a number 
of university engagements and 
schemes including Realising 
Opportunities (Loughborough 
University), The Oxbridge 
Shadowing Schemes, Sutton Trust 
and the Social Mobility Foundation.

It is important students enjoy their 
time at Sixth Form but also that it 
is a time when they are able to 
develop their independent learning 
skills. Our tutor team is highly 
experienced and passionate about 
supporting students through these 
two years, helping them develop 
into confident, resilient individuals 
who are equipped with the skills 
and qualities to succeed.

We are very much looking forward 
to welcoming you to our Sixth Form 
and getting to know you.
     
     Ms J Wilson,
     Head of 
     Sixth Form

Welcome

The Pingle Sixth Form is a vibrant place, where students are able to quickly 
settle in and get to know each other and the staff. Our teachers are inspiring 
and very experienced and have high expectations. There is strong performance 
at A Level across all subjects and we are very proud of our student outcomes 
and we are confident that students are given the support and opportunities 
for a very bright future.  
 
We offer a very wide range of courses and we provide comprehensive 
advice and guidance about university choices and possible future careers.  
 
We aim to provide an all-round quality experience for students studying in 
our Sixth Form. Our  excellent curriculum offer includes the option to study for an 
additional qualification, such as the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) or 
an additional AS subject as well as volunteering opportunities and work experience. 
All of these are excellent preparation for university. We aim to provide an 
all-round quality experience for students studying in our Sixth Form.   

We are proud of our hard working Sixth Form students, who have high aspirations.  
Students invariably leave us to go on to the university/course of their choice, or 
secure a Higher Level Apprenticeship. They study in a stimulating environment 
and quickly gain the skills to work independently and become lifelong learners.
 
We look forward to meeting you and welcoming you to our Sixth Form.   

                Mr S Hall
          Principal

We want each student to achieve highly 
and feel happy and well supported. Our aim 
is to provide an all round quality experience 
for everyone studying in our Sixth Form. 

Miss L Robinson
Assistant Head 
of Sixth Form



The Pingle Sixth Form students have their 
own purpose built facilities housed in 
the bright and airy Sixth Form Centre.

Facilities
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The Sixth Form teaching areas 
are grouped together in close 
proximity to the main common 
room, which is the hub of the 
Sixth Form.

From 8:00am, during study 
periods and at the end of the 
academy day, students have 
access to two Learning Mentors 
and study facilities, where 
computers, textbooks and 
other resources are available 
to support progress. 

We also have a wide range 
of university prospectuses 
and other careers information 
available within the Sixth Form.

At break and lunch times, a 
Sixth Form only food bar is open 
in the common room, serving a 
range of snacks and meals.

Facilities

Beyond the dedicated 
Sixth Form teaching rooms, 
study rooms and common 
room, Sixth Form students also 
have use of the academy 
specialist facilities, for example 
Science laboratories, Art and 
Technology areas and the 
Performing Arts Centre.

We have extensive sports 
facilities: sports hall, gymnasium, 
fitness room, swimming pool, 
4G floodlit astro turf pitch, tennis 
courts and grass football and 
rugby pitches. 

In addition, the Sixth Form has 
excellent signal for free Wi-Fi.
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Case Study 
Tommy Pitcher, 
former Pingle student.
After leaving Sixth Form, Tommy was successful in securing a place at the 
University of Oxford, where he was awarded a First Class Masters Degree in 
Chemistry. He is currently completing a 4 year DPhil at Keble College, Oxford.

Why did you choose to study A Levels 
at The Pingle Sixth Form?
I chose to study at The Pingle Sixth Form 
because it was an easy and natural 
transition from completing Years 7-11 at 
Pingle. I had no intention of leaving to carry 
on my education elsewhere. 

How was Sixth Form at Pingle different 
from being in main school?
Sixth Form was always far more relaxed in 
terms of student etiquette (being able to 
wear our own clothes and having a separate 
common room area). Having free periods 
also broke up the regimented routine 
compared to main school. You are treated 
more as an adult and with that came 
greater responsibility to practise self-learning 
and time keeping.

What did you enjoy most about your 
time in Sixth Form?
I enjoyed the flexibility around our learning, 
being able to pick up extra curriculum 
activities and/or spend time prioritising 
lessons and projects which required more 
time and attention.

What was the most challenging thing 
about studying A Levels?
Time management. Knowing which subjects 
required the additional input, not focussing 
just on the areas which matched your 
strengths and putting the time and effort 
into the subjects which challenged you the 
most. It was easy to focus primarily on what 
you enjoyed which could be a detriment to 
success across all subjects.

Case Study 
Jemma Ison, 
former Pingle student.
I have a BA Hons in Fashion Marketing 
and Branding from Nottingham Trent 
University and I graduated in 2016. I am 
the Specification and Keystone Group 
Sustainability Manager for IG Masonry.

How well did Pingle support your 
application to university?
I cannot fault the attention to detail from Pingle 
when completing my university application. 

How well prepared were you for university life?
Nothing can quite prepare you for 
university life until you are submerged into 
it. Nevertheless, in terms of self-learning, 
planning, time management I learnt a great 
deal. These are foundational skills that stay 
with you and you have the best opportunity 
to build them during your time at Sixth Form. 

What advice would you give to students 
applying to Sixth Form today?
I would advise you not to put too much 
pressure on yourself when it comes to selecting 
your subjects. I excelled in Art and Psychology 
which led me to a marketing degree and 
a prosperous career, so far, in construction. 
Choose subjects that suit you and are right 
for you, not because you think they will take 
you down a path that you desire as that may 
change. If you don’t enjoy what you’re doing 
it isn’t sustainable. Ensure you’re working to 
your strengths, this will naturally be what you 
enjoy the most. You will learn so much showing 
up, being consistent and keeping focussed. 
It’s not always about the subject content. Sixth 
Form teaches you so much more than that.

Why did you choose to study A 
Levels at The Pingle Sixth Form?
I chose The Pingle Sixth Form for my 
A Levels as I was familiar with the 
teachers and their teaching style.  
I had also achieved good GCSE 
grades whilst studying at Pingle. 

How was Sixth Form at 
The Pingle different from 
being in main school?
There was more individual focus 
in the Sixth Form due to smaller 
classes. The work was challenging, 
with more independent learning 
and I found it more interesting.

What did you enjoy most about 
your time in Sixth Form?
The level of independent working, 
especially going away and 
working through questions and 
researching topics on my own.

What was the most challenging 
thing about studying A Levels?
Managing time to revise for 
each paper.

How well did Pingle support your 
application to university?
Pingle was very supportive. Staff 
provided lots of help and advice 
with my personal statement.  
I also attended Villiers Park 
where I experienced an 
introduction to degree level work.

How well prepared were you 
for university life and are you 
enjoying it at university?
I felt prepared, but the workload 
was still a surprise once I started. 
There are lots of contact hours as 
well as independent work. It can 
be challenging, but I enjoy my 
time at Oxford and feel privileged 
to be here.

What advice would you give 
to students applying to 
Sixth Form today?
My advice would be to do what 
you enjoy and put the effort in 
for the examinations, because 
that effort will be needed once 
at university!



Cambridge  Technical Dist* Dist Merit Pass

Health & Social Care 3 4 5 1

BTEC Dist* Dist Merit Pass

Applied Science 0 1 1 0 

Vocational Sport 2 3 1 0

AS Level A B C D

Film 1 1 0 0

Mathematics Further 2 2 0 0

Psychology 0 0 0 1

Drama/Theatre Studies 3 1 1 1

12 13

We are proud to be an inclusive Sixth Form to meet the needs of a broad range 
of students. Our students are well supported with experienced teachers and 
we ensure students go on to secure the university place of their choice or an 
alternative career pathway. We have once again achieved excellent A Level 
examination results in 2022 with more students achieving an A*-B grade than ever 
before. We are justifiably proud of the academic achievements of our students.   

Results 2022 Students have gained entry to a wide variety of 
universities and placements covering over 50 
undergraduate courses. See a selection below.

Alice Atkin
Loughborough 
University
Sociology

Jessica Gough
University of Derby
Zoology

Abigail Dyche
Harper and Keele 
Veterinary School
Veterinary Medicine 
and Surgery

Thomas James
University of Nottingham
Chemical Engineering

Eoin Boyce
University of Warwick
Politics

Erion Halaj
Oxford Brooks University
Drama, Theatre and Acting Lucy Peach

University of Reading
Geography (Physical)

Becki Garratt
University of Brighton
Psychology

Ruby Kinsey 
Sheffield Hallam University
Childhood Studies

Hannah Gibbin
Birmingham City 
University
Interior Architecture 
and Design

Joseph Simkin
University of Oxford
Computer Science

Emily Matkin
De Montfort University
Midwifery

Ella Lee
University of Bristol
Criminology

Megan Wilcox
Aberystwyth University
Psychology

A Level A* A B C D E         U / Fail

Biology 2 5 5 2 0 1 0

Business 1 1 3 7 6 1 0

Chemistry 0 2 3 2 2 2 0

Computer Science 1 0 0 0 0 1 1

English Language 0 2 3 4 0 0 0

English Literature 0 3 3 6 3 0 0

EPQ 1 7 2 2 1 0 0

Geography 0 3 3 4 1 1 0

History 4 8 7 9 4 1 1

Law 1 0 6 5 5 3 1

Mathematics 2 2 4 1 4 1 0

Physics 1 1 1 0 1 1 0

Politics 0 4 2 2 2 1 0

Psychology 3 6 13 9 6 2 0

Religious Studies 0 4 7 5 2 1 0

Sociology 3 7 7 4 6 0 0
Joshua Tarrier
University of Exeter
Ancient History

Miranda Williams
University of Sheffield
Japanese Studies and History

Cameron Bannister
Manchester Metropolitan University
Accounting and Finance

Alexandra Bowler 
University of Leeds
Mathematics

Amy Harrison
University of Nottingham
Neuroscience

Sidney Yeomans
University of Salford
Law with Criminology

Matthew 
Chamberlain
University of Wales 
Trinity Saint David
Chinese Studies 
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At The Pingle Academy we have planned very carefully 
our Sixth Form offer and our range of opportunities.  
The vast majority of students embark upon traditional 
academic A Level courses, but vocational and combined 
academic/vocational pathways are also available.  
Sixth Form students will take three A Level/vocational 
courses, which will be examined at the end of the 
two year period.  

Students select from one of the two pathways and these 
pathways will be supplemented by the additional learning 
opportunities, which are explained in further detail on 
pages 16 and 17.

A Level Pathway:  Select three A Level subjects

Combined Academic Pathway (A Level & BTEC):  
A combination of both A Level and BTEC. 

Our additional learning opportunities are aimed at 
supporting students with the skills required to be successful 
in their A Level and vocational studies and beyond, in 
addition to preparing students for the demands they will 
face at university, in apprenticeships or in employment.

Additional learning opportunities include: 
1  EPQ and Extended study programme – page 16
1  Work experience – page 17

Curriculum

“There is a wide range of 
courses compared to other 
Sixth Forms and you don’t 
always need to study a subject 
at GCSE to study it at A Level.”
Year 13 student
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If you are interested in undertaking the EPQ, please discuss this with 
Mr Rea and Ms Wilson when you join in September. 

Work Experience
All students are expected to arrange and undertake one week of work experience during 
the summer of Year 12, which is meaningful and relevant to their future career aspirations.

Volunteering Programme
As part of The Pingle Sixth Form you will be encouraged and assisted to complete a range of 
volunteering opportunities. From businesses to vets, doctors to solicitors, care services to schools, 
we have extensive and diverse links within the local community who are always willing to work 
with our students. Anybody who comes to our Sixth Form with the ambition of entering a career 
in medicine, education, business, law, media or essentially any professional field will be directed 
towards valuable volunteering opportunities while studying with us. As apprenticeships and 
university places become more difficult to obtain, and employers are looking for practical skills 
alongside academic achievements, we ensure that as well as top grades, all of our students 
receive the vocational experiences that will distinguish them from other applicants. 

We also provide volunteering opportunities within The Pingle Academy Sixth Form. 
As a Year 12 or Year 13 student, you may provide tutoring and other academic support 
to students in the lower school. Members of our Student Leadership Team are also active 
members of our academy community. 

Curriculum Extended Project Qualification  Curriculum Additional Qualification 

Students can opt for an additional qualification, which is intended to support the skills 
required in their chosen academic/vocational courses.  Students can opt for:

A) Extended Project Qualification (EPQ)
 This is a popular additional qualification respected by universities, which involves
 academic challenges and the ability to study independently. The EPQ is a
 freestanding qualification, which involves creating a 6,000 word report on 
 a topic of your choice. This is worth 50% of an A Level.

B) Massive Open Online Course (MOOC)
 Students are encouraged to undertake at least one MOOC through FutureLearn from 
 The Open University.  These courses can broaden understanding or enable a student 
 to investigate a particular area of interest in depth. Completing these courses will also 
 improve study skills, demonstrate independent learning and they are valued by 
 employers and universities.

C) There may be an opportunity to student an additional AS Level, for example 
 in Theatre Studies.

Extended Study Skills 
Extended study skills workshops are designed around developing the study skills students 
need to achieve well at A Level and succeed after Sixth Form.  The skills aim to create 
independent learners in charge of their own learning and success.  

Extended study skills will be taught during form time with tutors.  

The skills include:
1 Academic writing and referencing
1 Critical thinking
1 Debating
1 Growth mind sets
1 Note taking
1 Organisation and timekeeping skills 

All sessions are led by Sixth Form Tutors and are aimed at supporting the students’ needs 
at different points of the year, for example revision skills and organisational sessions will 
feature around examination periods.

Study Period 
Additional timetabled study periods are available where students can gain help and 
guidance from a Sixth Form Learning Mentor.

1 Personal statement writing
1 Planning for the future
1 Presentation skills
1 Problem solving
1 Researching
1 Revision strategies

17
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Entry Requirements Entry Requirements by Subjects 

A Level Courses Specific Entry Requirements

Art and Design Overall plus Grade 4 in Art.

Business Overall plus Grade 4 in Mathematics.

Computer Science Overall plus Computer Science Grade 5 or above. 

English Language Overall plus Grade 5 in English Language.

English Literature Overall plus Grade 5 in English Literature.

Geography Overall plus Grade 4 in Geography.  
 If Geography has not been studied at GCSE, individual 
 cases will be considered if all other criteria is met.

History Overall plus Grade 4 in History and Grade 5 in English.  
 If History has not been studied at GCSE, individual cases 
 will be considered if all other criteria is met.

Law Overall plus Grade 4 in English.

Mathematics Overall plus Grade 7 in Mathematics. 
 Further Mathematics GCSE preferable but not essential.

Politics Overall plus Grade 4 in English.

Psychology Overall plus Grade 4 in English, Grade 4 in Mathematics 
 and Grade 4 in Science.

Religious Studies Overall plus Grade 4 in English.

Science – Biology Overall plus Grade 6 in Biology/Combined Science and    
 Grade 6 in Mathematics.

Science – Chemistry Overall plus Grade 6 in Chemistry/Combined Science and
 Grade 6 in Mathematics.

Science – Physics Overall plus Grade 6 in Physics/Combined Science and    
 Grade 6 in Mathematics.

Sociology Overall plus Grade 4 in English.

Spanish Overall plus Grade 6 in Spanish. 

Vocational Courses Specific Entry Requirements

Engineering (BTEC) Overall plus Grade 4 in Mathematics and Science. 

Health and Social Care (BTEC) Overall plus Grade 4 in English.

Science - Applied (BTEC) Overall plus Grade 5 in Combined Science/Physics/
 Chemistry/Biology and Grade 4 in Mathematics.

Sport (BTEC) Overall plus Grade 4 in English and 2 x Grade 4 in 
 Combined Science.

AS Level Courses (optional) Specific Entry Requirements 

Theatre Studies Overall plus Grade 4 in Drama and English.  
 If Drama has not been studied at GCSE, individual cases will be
 considered if all other criteria is met.

Extended Project Qualification  Overall plus Grade 4 in English and Mathematics. 
(EPQ) Upon application in September.

Enrolling onto an A Level course for a two year period can be a difficult 
decision, with lots of factors to consider.  It is critical that when choosing to 
study A Level and/or vocational courses, you have the necessary skills which 
will enable you to perform to your true potential.

For this reason, we feel it is very important to set an entry requirement which 
reflects the standard required to be successful on A Level/vocational courses.

For September 2023, to gain overall entry into The Pingle Sixth Form, you will 
be required to meet the following criteria:

1. Minimum 5 x 9-4 grades at GCSE
2. A GCSE Average Point Score (APS) over 4 for all A Level pathways. 
 Each GCSE number grade is awarded a corresponding point score. 
 The points are added up (maximum of eight) and divided by the number 
 of GCSEs entries. Please note: to achieve an average point score of 
 4 a student would have to gain a grade 4 average across all their subjects.
 Details of how to calculate APS can be found in the Sixth Form section of
 the academy website. Any questions/queries to be directed to Mr Done,
 Acting Vice Principal.  
3. Individual subject entry requirements for the subjects which you choose
 (see page 19).
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Careers
Our excellent links with a wide range of 
organisations, including universities enable 
students to participate in a range of events 
and activities, which relate to future careers 
and enhance the depth and breadth of 
A Level study. Activities include guest 
lecturers; Career Ready Programme; 
presentations about Higher Education, 
funding and applications; participating in 
summer schools and other raising aspiration 
events including Oxbridge Shadowing 
Scheme; “Inspiring Excellence” programme 
at Villiers Park, Realising Opportunities 
scheme supported by Loughborough 
University; Cambridge residentials; and 
access to university libraries for EPQ.

Careers advice and support is crucial in 
Sixth Form.  Students need guidance on 
the choices of university, apprenticeships, 
employment or gap year.  It is important that 
students are aware of all the Post 18 choices 
and options so that they can identify the route 
which best suits their interests and abilities.

Members of the pastoral team are all 
experienced in providing careers advice and 
support; it is an integral part of the form time 
activities.  We also have an independent 
careers advisor from CareerTorch, who will 
give one to one advice.

Careers/Advice & Guidance 

Sixth Form Bursary
A Sixth Form Bursary is available for 
students meeting the eligibility criteria and 
application forms can be downloaded 
from the Academy’s website.

Bursaries of up to £500 to assist in paying 
for things like books, equipment, transport 
and meals are available.

Please see Ms Wilson, Head of Sixth Form, 
for more details.

Students with 
Additional 
Learning Needs
Please state on the application form if 
you have any additional learning needs. 
We welcome applications from students 
with a statement or EHCP who meet the 
entry criteria and we have specialised 
provision. We endeavor to meet the needs 
of individuals where possible and will 
discuss personal circumstances with each 
individual on a one to one basis.

Open Evening: Wednesday 23 November 2022, from 6:00pm

Apply by: Friday 16 December 2022

Interviews: 30 January to 9 February 2023

Induction day: Tuesday 27 June 2023

Enrolment day:  Friday 25 August 2023 (or by appointment)

Completed applications should be returned 
to Ms Wilson, Head of Sixth Form.

Sixth Form and Academy Tour
Why not come and see the Sixth Form in action?

We will be pleased to welcome students and parents/carers.

Please contact Mrs K Wagstaff, Principal’s PA, on 01283 216837 
or email: kwagstaff.pingle@deferrerstrust.com

Mr Hall, Principal, will be delighted to show you round.

Application Process 
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“The thing I 
really like about 
The Pingle 
Sixth Form?
The freedom and 
respect you receive; 
it makes you feel 
like an adult.”
Year 12 student

Principal:
Mr S Hall

 
Chair of Governors:

Mr D Baker

Vice Principals:
Mrs M Hall

Mr J Done (Acting)
 

Assistant Principals:
Mrs B Parker

Mr D Riley
Mrs N Toshney 

Mr S Waller 
Mrs D Wilcox

 
Head of Sixth Form:

Ms J Wilson
 

Assistant Head of Sixth Form:
Miss L Robinson

 
Sixth Form Mentors:

Mr C Wheeler
Mrs P Loch

Designated Safeguarding Officer & Early Help Lead
Mr M Hurst

Business Office Manager
Mrs F Harvey

PA to the Principal
Mrs K WagstaffThe information given in this brochure

is as accurate as possible at the time 
of publication. Any changes will be 
reported to parents/carers by letter or 
published on our website. It should not 
however be assumed that there will 
not be any changes before, during or 
after the school year 2022–2023.

© The Pingle Academy

Designed and produced by foxcreate.com  Part of The de Ferrers Trust



Go to the academy’s website at 
www.pingleacademy.com  
or for daily updates you can follow 
us on Twitter @PingleAcademy
 

The Pingle Academy
Coronation Street, Swadlincote, 

Derbyshire, 

DE11 0QA

Telephone: 01283 216837
Email: office.pingle@deferrerstrust.com


