
 

 

SHA/KW/Parents                     3 December 2021 
 

Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Thank you all for your support and cooperation at such short notice regarding the reintroduction of face 

coverings.  Students, staff and visitors (unless exempt) are now required to wear these when moving around 

the academy in corridors and stairs and in busy communal areas.  Students should also wear a face covering 

when travelling on public transport or dedicated bus services.  Hopefully this is a temporary measure and I 

am pleased that throughout this week students have responded extremely well.   
 
Mock Examinations 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate Year 11 and 13 students who have recently completed 

two weeks of mock examinations.  Their conduct, hard work and determination has been evident each day 

and I have no doubt this will stand them in good stead as they work towards the summer examinations. 
 
The Government is clear that they intend for students to complete GCSEs, AS and A Levels in 2022 in the 

usual way, but if they cannot go ahead safely or fairly, due to the pandemic, contingency arrangements will 

be in place to ensure that schools and colleges are well prepared to enable students to achieve their 

qualifications.  More detailed information will be sent to parents/carers in Years 11 and 13 early in the new 

year to outline these plans. 
 
For all year groups academic progress reports will be uploaded onto the SIMS app during the final week of 

term.  Should you require a paper copy of your child’s report then please contact Mrs Shaw, Data and 

Examinations Manager, via email: lshaw.pingle@deferrerstrust.com, who will send one in the post to you. 
 
Attendance 
 
Nationally, attendance of students continues to be an area of concern due to the impact of COVID-19.  I am 

sure we have all been affected in some way by the pandemic and have either tested positive ourselves or 

had to self isolate when identified as close contact.  Thank you for continuing to ensure that our student 

attendance remains as high as possible. 
 
Below is a reminder of the current guidance regarding COVID-19 self isolation: 
 
• Close contacts will continue to be identified by NHS Test and Trace. 

• Students who test positive on a LFD test should self isolate and arrange to get a PCR test to check if they 

have COVID-19.  Whilst awaiting a PCR test result students should continue to self isolate. 

• Students who test positive on a LFD test and then return a negative PCR test within two days are free to 

return to the academy immediately as long as they do not have any symptoms. 

 
To make it easier for parents/carers to report absences, we have a new attendance email address: 

attendance.pingle@deferrerstrust.com and also a report ‘button’ on our website Report an absence.  These 

can also be found under the “Contact Us” section of the website. 
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Cashless Catering 

On Wednesday 1 December 2021, we ceased using Wisepay as our cashless catering provider and moved to 

ParentPay.  I am sure many of you are already familiar with ParentPay as it is used widely in primary 

schools.  Any money on your child’s account for school meals will be automatically transferred to ParentPay 

and they will still be able to use their card to purchase food.  You will be able to top up via ParentPay and 

you will receive an activation code.   

If you have not received a code or need further assistance, please contact Mrs H Gouveia, Administration 

Assistant via email: hgouveia.pingle@deferrerstrust.com.   

Safeguarding 
 
We recently hosted a live virtual safeguarding event on Tuesday 9 November led by Alan Mackenzie, an online 

safety specialist.  The parents and carers who attended certainly were given a huge amount of information 

to help keep their children safe online whilst at home.  Below is a link to the recording, which has kindly been 

shared by Mr Waller, Assistant Principal/Designated Safeguarding Lead and I am sure you will find this very 

useful. 
 
Safeguarding recording 
 
Christmas by Candlelight  
 
Finally, we are delighted to announce that in line with Government guidance and some additional precautions, 

we are still able to host our Christmas by Candlelight Show to a live audience.  On Thursday 16 December, 

we will have a craft fair and refreshments from 5:30pm and then the Christmas by Candlelight Show will 

begin at 6:30pm.  Please wrap up warm as we will ensure plenty of ventilation in the main hall and 

refreshments will be served outdoors under one of our canopies.  This is a ticket only event.  Tickets can be 

purchased via ParentPay or at Reception in advance.  We look forward to seeing you there! 
  
Have a good weekend. 
  
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 

 

Mr S Hall 

Acting Principal 
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