
 

 

SHA/KW/Parents                            8 April 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers  

  
As the Easter holiday approaches, I wanted to update you on some key information.   
  
I am sure you have been aware that this has been a challenging half term as we have had a number of staff 

cases of COVID-19, which has stretched our resources.  I am always grateful for the hard work and 

dedication of The Pingle staff who have ensured that students have continued to remain in the classroom 

throughout the entire pandemic. 
  
On Tuesday 29 March, the Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, Sajid Javid, set out the next steps 

for living with COVID-19 in England, which took effect from Friday 1 April 2022.  I have summarised the 

main points below which I hope clarifies the current position moving forwards. 
  
• In all educational settings, staff and students are no longer expected to routinely test including SEND 

and alternative provisions. 

• Free testing for the general public has now ended, therefore test kits will no longer be distributed to 

students. 

• Students should only be tested if they are visiting a vulnerable person or they are medically requested 

to test (i.e. prior to attending a hospital appointment). 

• Students who are unwell and have a high temperature should stay at home and avoid contact with other 

people, where they can. They can return to the academy when they no longer have a high temperature 

and are well enough to attend. 

• For children and young people 18 and under with a positive COVID-19 test result, the advice is to stay 

at home and avoid contact with other people for three days.  There is no requirement to wait for a 

negative test result before returning to the academy if students are well enough to do so. 

• All COVID-19 related illnesses will continue to be recorded as any other illness. 

• The Government has also withdrawn their specific COVID-19 guidance for Educational and Childcare 

settings from 1 April 2022. 

  
Examinations for Year 11 and 13 students are now only a matter of weeks away and students have been 

working hard to prepare for these which begin on Monday 9 May 2022 and run through to Thursday 23 June 

2022.   
  
Additional revision sessions for Year 11 students will take place during the Easter holidays and I have 

attached a copy of the timetable to this letter for your information.   We look forward to seeing many of the 

students at these sessions. 
  
I have also included a link to the examinations section of the academy website where you will be able to 

find some useful information and key resources.  Further resources will be added to this page as we move 

closer to the start of the examinations.   

 
https://www.pingleacademy.com/84/latest-news/post/32/year-11-revision-help 
   

continued …  

https://www.pingleacademy.com/84/latest-news/post/32/year-11-revision-help


 

 

With regards The Pingle Academy website, I am delighted to inform you that the new look website is now 

live and can be accessed from this link: https://www.pingleacademy.com.  There is a new fresh look to the 

site, but yet we have retained many familiar features.  I would welcome your views so do please let me 

know if you have any feedback. 

 

This Easter, Derbyshire County Council is providing 26,000 free holiday activity places at 80 venues across 

the county for local school children aged 5-16.  The free sessions include a healthy meal at breakfast or 

lunchtime and seasonal activities, sports, craft clubs, drama, gardening and more.  The sessions, available 

throughout the Easter holidays, are all free for families who claim benefit related free school meals.  Places 

may also be available to children in other vulnerable groups, including children with SEND, who are not 

currently in receipt of benefit related free school meals.  Places are available on a first come, first served 

basis, with a limited number available to any school age child living in the county. 

 

Sessions will run during both weeks of the Easter school holidays, starting from Monday 11 April.  To find 

out more about the activities on offer and details about venues, please visit their website: 

www.derbyshire.gov.uk/holidayactivities, which lists the organisations taking part, dates and times of 

sessions and contact details.  For any further details, please email: HAF.Enquiries@derbyshire.gov.uk.  In 

addition, children and families can find online activities and ideas for low-cost activities to take part in at 

home on the It’s About Me website: https://itsaboutmederbyshire.co.uk/ 
 

I would like us to make a positive start to the summer term so that students and teachers can fully focus 

on their learning.  Please could you help in checking your child’s uniform before they arrive at the academy 

on Monday 25 April 2022.  Blazers and ties need to be worn every day, appropriate black trousers/skirts 

should be worn and shirts should be tucked in.  As always, we will contact you if we need help in resolving 

any uniform issues.   

 

Please can you also ensure your child's meal balance remains in credit to enable them to purchase school 

meals.  If your child does not have sufficient credit the purchase will need to be approved by a member of 

staff on duty before the purchase can be made.  If you have any issues using ParentPay or adding money 

to your account, please contact Mrs H Gouveia, email: hgouveia.pingle@deferrerstrust.com or email: 

parentpay.pingle@deferrerstrust.com. 
 

For those students who catch buses 21/821 and 822 the single fare will be £1.20 from Monday 11 April so 

please ensure that child has the correct money. 

 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support and wish you all an 

enjoyable break. 

 

Happy Easter! 

 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
 

 

Mr S Hall 
Principal 
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