
 

 

SHA/KW/Parents    
 
9 December 2022  
 
Dear Parents and Carers  

 
As we approach the final weeks of term we are busy making arrangements for both the end of the current 

term and the start of a new one.   
  
Below are the arrangements for the last day of term.  This will be a non-uniform “Christmas Jumper 

Day”.  All students and staff are encouraged to wear a Christmas jumper or another Christmas item.  We 

are not collecting money for charity on this day, but instead we are requesting donations of non-perishable 

food items for Swadlincote CVS Foodbank.  Further details regarding this have been sent via an email from 

Mr Done, Assistant Principal, earlier this week.   
  
Students will be allowed to leave early with a staggered finish: 
  
Year 10 & 11 12:20pm 
Year 8 & 9 12:25pm 
Year 7 12:30pm 
  
If you wish your child to remain in the academy until 2:35pm, please contact the relevant 

Progress Leader who will make the arrangements.   
  
The Viking bus service will run at this earlier time, however, please be aware that Midland Classic can only 

run a limited service, I would encourage you to make alternative travel arrangements where possible.   
  
Any student on Free School Meals who wishes to have a sandwich lunch on that day should also see their 

Progress Leader.   
  
The academy reopens for the spring term on Monday 9 January 2023. 
  
In preparation for the new year we would like to ensure that all students, as always, attend the academy 

in the correct uniform as set out in the academy uniform policy.  We recognise that the increased cost of 

living is affecting many of our families and are always looking at ways in which we can offer support.  I am 

therefore, pleased to announce that we have signed up to the 'Uniformd' service which is an online platform 

that enables us to sell discounted, nearly new school uniform.  Parents and carers can now browse our 

online shop and place an order online.  I have included a link to the website below: 

http://www.uniformd.co.uk/pingleacademy 
  

If you have any unwanted, good quality Pingle Academy uniform that is no longer required, and you would 

be happy to donate for use on Uniformd, please contact Mrs Wyatt via her email: 

jwyatt.pingle@deferrerstrust.com. 
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Can I also remind all parents/carers to ensure students return to the academy in full academy uniform 

including smart/formal plain black trousers or knee length plain black skirt.  We have recently introduced a 

plain V-neck black jumper as an alternative to the V-neck black jumper which has an embroidered academy 

logo. These can be purchased from most uniform stockists and supermarkets at a slightly reduced 

price.  Please can I also encourage the wearing of outdoor coats to the academy as the weather gets colder 

and remind students that outdoor coats and hoodies are not permitted to be worn when in the academy 

building.  Thank you in advance for your support and I hope you find the new uniform website useful. 
  
Mock examinations for students in Years 11 and 13 commence from Monday 9 January 2023.  This is a very 

important part of students' preparation for their final examinations in the summer.  Please encourage your 

son/daughter to plan adequate time for revision over the Christmas and New Year period as it is vital that 

students engage with this process and prepare thoroughly.  Year 11 students have recently taken part in 

“Elevate” sessions to work through a range of study skills to help with independent revision.  Mr Elks, Year 

11 Progress Leader and Mrs Parker, Assistant Principal, will soon be sending out a separate letter with 

further information regarding the upcoming examinations, including where to find revision resources and 

any key dates. 
  
Derbyshire County Council Household Support Fund 

 

As part of the Government’s Household Support Fund Scheme, Derbyshire County Council is distributing 

funding to household’s struggling to pay for food, energy and essential living costs.  As part of the scheme, 

the Council will again be distributing grocery vouchers.  Information about who is eligible for the vouchers 

is available on the website and distribution will start in January 2023.  We will update the website when all 

vouchers have been distributed and provide details of what parents and carers should do if they haven’t 

received their voucher.   
  
Full details about the scheme and the support available for those experiencing financial hardship is available 

at: www.derbyshire.gov.uk/householdsupportfund 
  
I am sure we are all looking forward to the festive season.  We have lots yet to achieve in the final weeks 

of term and we will be reminding students of the need to work hard right through to the end of the term! 
  
Thank you as always. 
  
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
 

 

Mr S Hall 
Principal 
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