
 

 

 

SHA/KW/Parents        

 

10 September 2021 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

It has been fantastic to be able to welcome all students back into the academy this week.  I have been very 

impressed with the manner in which the students have returned and it has been such a joy to see the 

academy full again with smiles on student faces.  After walking around the academy on a number of 

occasions, I am pleased to report that lessons are calm and purposeful and all students have settled down 

to working very quickly. 

 

The new term has seen the lifting of many COVID-19 restrictions, one of which has been the ability to have 

assemblies for the first time in 18 months.  It was great to be able to formally welcome each year group 

including those that are new to the academy in Years 7 and 12.  Year 7 students have benefitted from the 

very successful summer school and look at home in their new surroundings.  I have heard some very 

positive comments from staff as they get to know the students.  In Year 12 we had a record number of 

enrolments and they have settled in equally well. 

 

Positive relationships and good communication are key to ensuring that all students are supported and 

given the very best opportunities to be successful.  Our academy is built on mutual respect and we are 

always happy to work with parents/carers to support your children.  If you have any questions, or wish to 

draw attention to any obstacles or difficulties your child is facing, please let us know as soon as possible so 

that we can help. 

  

If you contact us by email or telephone, we will aim to respond within 24 hours.  If you have an enquiry 

and come to Reception, we will endeavour to solve it, but please be aware that teachers may not be 

available.  We will always try to make an appointment as soon as possible.  All concerns will be followed up 

promptly and both myself and Mrs Hall, Vice Principal, will be happy to help. 

 

We try to make things as simple as possible for you, with regular email updates and text reminders, where 

required.  Moving forwards the SIMS engagement app for parents/carers will be a very useful form of 

communication.  I hope you have been able to log onto the SIMS app as early feedback is very positive.  I 

am aware, however, of some technical issues for a small number of parents/carers.  This is a nationwide 

system problem at present.  Please can I ask for your patience as we try to resolve the issue and get 

everyone up and running as soon as possible. 

 

Thank you once again for the support you have shown for our on-site testing.  A high number of students 

attended their first on-site test last week and have now also been given their second test, where 

appropriate.  Students will be given a home test kit containing seven Lateral Flow tests to be used twice 

weekly until the end of September.  Further guidance will follow at that time. 

 

 

continued … 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Can I remind you of the Government guidance regarding COVID-19: 

 

• Contact tracing will now be undertaken by NHS test and trace. 

• Students are no longer required to self isolate if they are under the age of 18 and 6 months. 

• Students are no longer required to self isolate if a member of their household tests positive for COVID-

19. 

• Students are to self isolate and gain a PCR test should they have one of the three main COVID 

symptoms. 

 

Finally, we would love to welcome many of you into the academy for our Parents’/Carers’ Information 

Evening on Thursday 16 September from 6:00-7:30pm.  This is an opportunity for you to gather a wealth 

of information, ask questions and chat informally.   

 

I hope you have a good weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr S Hall 

Acting Principal 

 

 

 


