
 

 

SHA/KW/Parents                                                                                                        12 September 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 
The Pingle Academy will be closed to staff and students on 

Monday 19 September and will reopen on Tuesday 20 September 
 

Following the announcement from Buckingham Palace of the death of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, a period 

of National Mourning will continue until the end of the State Funeral.  
  
The official date of the State Funeral is Monday 19 September 2022 and it is now confirmed that this will be a 

Bank Holiday.  Settings that are normally closed on a Bank Holiday should close on this day as a mark of 

respect and this includes schools and colleges.  The academy will, therefore, be closed to staff and students 

on this day.  We will reopen as usual on Tuesday 20 September. 
 

This week teachers will work through a variety of resources to inform students of the significant impact and 

influence that The Queen had on people all around the world throughout her reign and also to learn a little 

more about what happens next as King Charles III begins his reign. 

  

It has certainly been an eventful start to the new term as we have been very busy adjusting to a number of 

key changes across the academy.   

  

I would like to pass on a “well done” to all the Year 7 students, who have settled in extremely well and have 

made a great start to academy life.  It has been a pleasure to visit their lessons and speak to them at break 

and lunch.  They have shown such a positive attitude and have been very polite.  Teachers too have given me 

some very encouraging feedback about the standard of work which is being produced in the classroom.  Many 

students also attended summer school and this has no doubt contributed to such a smooth start. 

 

I visited many classrooms throughout last week and I can report a very purposeful approach to lessons in all 

year groups with some quality learning taking place.  I have discussed with students the need for a positive 

climate for learning which will lead to progress in the classroom.  The students have responded well. 

  

I must also say how pleased I am with the current standards of uniform.  Students look smart and ready for 

learning.  I have also been impressed with the maturity of all students regarding the introduction of the new 

mobile phone policy.  We have had very few issues regarding mobile phones and staff and students alike have 

commented on the positive change this has had already and the immediate change to the way in which students 

focus on learning and socialise with each other.  Thank you all for your support in both these matters in 

preparing the students, as this has had a significant impact. 

  

Examination results 

 

I would like to congratulate the students who were in Year 11 and 13 last year and received their examination 

results over the summer.  Once again, there have been some outstanding achievements.  After a very difficult 

year, it was lovely to see the students' hard work rewarded in the grades they achieved and there was lots of 

smiles and excitement for what lies ahead when results were collected, whether that be The Pingle Sixth Form, 

college, university or employment.  Many new adventures will soon begin.   

 



 

 

However, the journey now starts again as our Year 10 and 12 students embark on new GCSE and A Level 

courses and our Year 11 and 13 students prepare for the examinations that lie ahead.  Students in these year 

groups are showing a maturity and focus towards their studies which is excellent to see.  

 

Lesson 6 will soon begin for students in Year 11 and further details will follow in due course. 

 
Vaping   

 

It is important from time to time that I draw your attention to any specific concerns we have in keeping our 

children safe.  The growth in use of vapes by young people and the potential harm they cause is are such 

concern.  E-cigarettes and vapes have been shown to increase blood pressure, heart-rate and the stiffness of 

arteries.  All of these increase the risk of developing heart disease or having symptoms.  Therefore, it is highly 

likely that vaping is bad for your heart. 

  

The use of vapes by young people is not helped by the advertising and flavours that are on sale in shops.  The 

content of vapes bought from less reliable sources can vary significantly and we are aware of the inclusion of 

drugs such as spice.  These have led to cases of young people collapsing and having to be hospitalised. 

  

I know that you too will have concerns about vaping and whether your children may have been tempted to 

use such substances. 

  

As you would expect, vaping and smoking are banned on the academy site and should a student be found to 

be doing so they will face a serious sanction.  I have included a link below to a helpful website and attached a 

leaflet which contains information and useful tips for parents/carers who wish to address these issues at home.  

  

https://www.totallywicked-eliquid.co.uk/vaped/a-parents-guide-to-vaping/ 

  

If there is anything further that you feel the academy can do to keep your children safe or you wish to contact 

us for support on this matter, please do not hesitate to do so. 

  

This week we host our first event of the year with our Parent/Carer Information Evening on Thursday 15 

September.  This is an opportunity to come and find out more information about your child’s specific year 

group and speak to your child’s Progress Leader.  A separate letter has been sent with details and I look 

forward to seeing many of you in person later this week. 
  

As always, please let us know if you have any questions, however small.  We want all of our students to be 

happy and successful and this is best achieved by working in partnership with you. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr S Hall 

Principal 

https://www.totallywicked-eliquid.co.uk/vaped/a-parents-guide-to-vaping/

