
 

 

SHA/KW/Parents                                                                                                      16 December 2022  

 

Dear Parents and Carers  

 

Thank you to everyone who attended last night for the Christmas by Candlelight performance and Craft 

Fair.  There were so many superb performances as the students entertained a full academy hall.  The quality 

of the craft fair was excellent and a good night was had by all.  I must also say how uplifting the LSB Christmas 

concert was, which also took place earlier today.  The students were amazing and sang their hearts out, 

which got everyone who attended, firmly in the Christmas mood.  I look forward to seeing more performances 

next week in our Christmas assemblies, which are taking place on Tuesday and Wednesday next week. 

 

Year 9 Options evening:  For parents/carers of Year 9 students, the options process will begin immediately 

at the start of the new term.  Students will be guided through the process at every step of the way, ensuring 

they make choices that match their interests and aspirations.  Our options evening event will take place on 

Thursday 12 January, 6.00-8.00pm.  Mr Done, Acting Vice Principal, will send out a separate letter with 

further details of both the process and the evening itself. 

Punctuality:  Punctuality is an important part of all our lives and a skill we are keen to develop in the 

students here at The Pingle Academy.  It is evident that the more time a student spends in lessons 

participating in learning, the more likely they are to improve their opportunities and fulfil their 

full potential.  Good punctuality from all also allows teachers to maximise learning time and avoid dealing 

with lateness.  As such, we are encouraging you to engage with your children in conversations about the 

importance of turning up to school and to all lessons on time.  

 

From January, we will be monitoring lesson punctuality for all students more rigorously and staff at the 

academy will be ensuring students are getting to lessons in a timely fashion to maximise their learning. 

Where this is not the case, Progress Leaders will be informing you, by text in the first instance, of how much 

learning time a student has missed during the week.  This will enable you to have positive conversations with 

the children in your care about the importance of being punctual.  Please encourage your children to attend 

and be punctual both at the beginning of the day and to each lesson.  

Equipment: As part of good organisational skills for students, please could I ask parents and carers to ensure 

that students have packed their bags each night to ensure that equipment or items such as pencil cases, PE 

kit or packed lunches, are not forgotten.  This will help to avoid the need for parents/carers to then drop off 

items during the academy day. 

Final Day reminder: The last day of term is Wednesday 21 December and students will be allowed to leave 

early with a staggered finish: 

  

Year 10 & 11 12:20pm 

Year 8 & 9 12:25pm 

Year 7 12:30pm 

  

If you wish your child to remain in the academy until 2:35pm, please contact the relevant Progress 

Leader who will make arrangements.  The Viking bus service will run at this earlier time, however, please 

be aware that Midland Classic can only run a limited service, I would encourage you to make alternative 

travel arrangements where possible.   

 

Any student on Free School Meals, who wishes to have a sandwich lunch on that day, should also see their 

Progress Leader.   



 

 

Help and support: You are likely to have heard recently of four boys in Solihull who tragically died after 

falling into an icy lake.  I have attached a poster titled, “The Dangers of Frozen Water”, which is being 

circulated to Derby and Derbyshire schools.  The information contained in the poster provides some very 

useful tips on staying safe when near water and what to do if you see someone fall through ice.  I would 

encourage you to read this through with your children.  I have also included a separate poster from “HOPE4U” 

which has details of who to contact for help and support if you are struggling to pay bills due to the rising 

cost of energy. 
  
Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank you all for your ongoing support for The Pingle Academy.  This 

has been another changing year for so many reasons and I know that by working together we have been 

able to provide the best possible education and support for all of our students. 
  
I wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year and look forward to the new term ahead which 

commences on Monday 9 January 2023. 
  
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
 

 

Mr S Hall 
Principal 

 


