
 

 

SHA/KW/Parents       27 August 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

It is with great pride and excitement that I write this letter to you to introduce myself as the new Acting 

Principal of The Pingle Academy.  However, I would first like to take this opportunity to recognise what a 

privilege it has been to work so closely with Mrs Sharples over the past 17 years.  She has managed to 

achieve so much for both the students and the wider community and I know we would all like to wish her 

a long and happy retirement. 

 

The new term certainly represents a new chapter in the life of The Pingle Academy.  The past 18 months 

have provided many unexpected challenges which we have all faced together with resilience, patience and 

trust.  We now need to refocus on all areas of academy life and I know that staff and students will want to 

work hard to continue the excellent progress that has been made over recent years.  I am hopeful we will 

be able to see you all in person when we are able to celebrate the many achievements of all of our wonderful 

students. 

 

Summer school 

 

In the absence of a more traditional face to face transition day during the summer term a high number of 

new Year 7 students attended a hugely successful summer school.  The students were given an amazing 

experience over the two weeks and achieved so much.  We are very much looking forward to meeting them 

again in September.   

 

Examination results for Year 11 and 13 

 

Congratulations to all our Year 11 and 13 students who did so well this year.  We saw many happy faces on 

results day as students found out the grades that had been awarded and now look forward to new and 

exciting challenges including sixth form, apprenticeships, college courses and university!  We are all very 

proud of the resilience and hard work shown by our students in challenging circumstances and we wish 

them all the very best for the next stage of their education.  We also look forward to welcoming many 

students back into our Sixth Form for the start of term. 

 

Upgrades to the academy 

 

Over the summer we have been hard at work improving areas of the academy which are most in need.  

From September, students will benefit from three newly furnished science labs in S3, S5 and S10 and a 

new modular unit will be in place, which will provide an additional Sixth Form study room to accommodate 

growing numbers of Sixth Form students. 

 

The WiFi connections throughout the academy have also been updated to support the growing number of 

iPads being used as we move to a 1:1 iPad scheme in all year groups from Year 7-13. 

 

We will begin the roll out of iPads to students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 12 in the first few weeks of term.  Mr 

Done, Acting Vice Principal, will provide further information in due course. 
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Testing and returning 

 

We look forward to welcoming back all students from Wednesday 1 September 2021, beginning with an on-

site COVID-19 lateral flow test and then returning to the academy on a staggered basis from 6 September 

2021.  Please see the table below for testing and returning dates for each year group. 

 

On-site testing will take place in our temporary testing site, which is the Sports Hall; this can be accessed 

via the Sixth Form gate to the left of Reception. 

 

Students should arrive for their test between the times allocated below and follow the signs to the Sports 

Hall.  Students should leave the site on completion of their test and return on their designated start day. 

 

Government guidance requests that students continue to take two weekly LFT tests throughout September.  

Testing kits will be provided to all students after their second on-site test. 

 

Further details can be found on the academy website by using the link below: 

 

https://www.pingle.derbyshire.sch.uk/page/?title=COVID%2D19+%28March+2021+Reopening%29&pid

=256 

 

 Wednesday  

1 September 

Monday 

6 September 

Tuesday  

7 September 

Wednesday 

8 September 

Year 7 9.00am - 11.00am Students return   

Year 8   9.00am - 11.00am Students return 

Year 9   11.00am - 1.00pm Students return 

Year 10   1.00pm - 3.00pm Students return 

Year 11 11.00am - 1.00pm Students return   

Year 12 1.00pm - 3.00pm Students return   

Year 13 1.00pm - 3.00pm Students return   

ARC/LSB  

(Year 7/11) 

11.00am - 1.00pm Students return   

ARC/LSB 

(Year 8/9/10) 

  10.00am - 12.00pm Students return 
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Positive case of COVID-19 

 

If a lateral flow test returns a positive result, students will be required to self-isolate in line with Government 

guidance and are advised to take a PCR test.  

 

Contact tracing is now being conducted by NHS Test and Trace and educational settings are no longer 

expected to undertake contact tracing.  Students will only be required to self-isolate where the positive case 

and/or their parent specifically identifies the individual as being a close contact and are then subsequently 

contacted by NHS Test and Trace.  This is only likely to be a small number of individuals who would be most 

at risk of contracting COVID-19 due to the nature of the close contact.  

 

Also, students are not required to self-isolate if they live in the same household as someone with COVID-

19, or are a close contact of someone with COVID-19, but are advised to take a PCR test.  

 

Start of day routines 

 

Students will be allowed to enter the academy building at 8.20am and should wait in the designated area 

indicated below before going directly to their form class. 

  

Year 7 Student entrance grassed area 

Year 8 Waiting in tennis courts and use Sixth Form gate to enter academy 

Year 9 Waiting in visitor car park and use Sixth Form gate to enter academy 

Year 10 Waiting on paved area near bottom gate entrance towards astroturf pitch 

Year 11 Waiting on paved area near bottom gate entrance towards astroturf pitch 

Year 12 & 13 Turn style near Reception 

ARC/LSB ARC/LSB entrance from 8.00am 

 

Uniform/Behaviour/Progress/Expectations 

We are very proud of our academy and of our students and believe that high standards of uniform, 

behaviour, being properly equipped and attending regularly give every one of our students the very best 

chance of learning well and achieving their very best. 

If you have any issues at all with the academy uniform or PE kit, please contact Mr Hurst, Head of Student 

and Parent Services or Mrs Hall, Vice Principal, who will be happy to help you to resolve them.  Please 

ensure your children are in full uniform and that they get into good habits of keeping their lanyards in their 

blazer pocket, so they do not forget them.  It would also be helpful if all academy uniform, including blazers 

are clearly marked with your child’s name.  Details of the academy uniform can be found on the website: 

https://www.pingle.derbyshire.sch.uk/page/?title=Uniform&pid=27  
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Please do not hesitate to ask if you have any questions or concerns, so we can work together to support 

your children.  

 

I would also like to give some advance warning that we will be running a “Parents’/Carers’ Information 

Evening” on Thursday 16 September from 6.00pm - 7.30pm and I look forward to meeting some of you on 

that evening.  Details will follow shortly regarding this event. 

 

Finally, my door is always open and I look forward to meeting many of you over the course of the year.  

Please feel free to call, email or even book an appointment to see me to discuss any concerns you might 

have during the academic year. 

 

Best wishes to you all for the forthcoming weeks and days in what I hope is an exciting year for everyone. 

  

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr S Hall 

Acting Principal 

 

 

 


