
 

 

SHA/KW/Parents                                                                                               28 June 2022 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

ACADEMY MOBILE PHONE POLICY FOR SEPTEMBER 2022 

 

I would like to give you some advance notice of an important change to our rules on the use of mobile 

phones in the academy for the 2022-23 academic year.  In line with many schools and academies 

throughout the country, we will NOT be allowing the use of mobile phones anywhere on the academy site 

including break and lunchtimes.  Exemptions will only be given to students who require use of their mobile 

phone for medical conditions, e.g. in the case of diabetes.   

 

Students will be allowed to bring their mobile phones to the academy with them, as keeping children safe 

on their way to and from the academy is vitally important.  However, mobile phones will need to be out of 

sight, in bags and either switched off or set to silent during the academy day. 

 

I am aware this will be a significant change for many students, but we feel this change is absolutely 

necessary.  We are also confident this will have a positive impact on many aspects of academy life as well 

as for students both socially and academically.  We also know that our students do best when our big 

messages, rules and policies are supported and reinforced by you at home and I would appreciate you 

discussing this policy with your children. 

 

I have summarised the rationale for this change and also explained the guidelines and procedure of how 

this new policy will work below.  More details can be found in our draft Mobile Phone Policy and this can be 

accessed on the academy website by using the following link: Mobile Phone Policy  

 

Rationale  

 

• We understand that mobile phones and technology are now a key part of modern life.  Most students 

own a mobile phone with access to the internet and for safety reasons students often carry a mobile 

phone to contact home before or after the academy day.  Students will therefore, continue to be 

permitted to bring their mobile phone to the academy. 

 

• Mobile phones, however, can and often do lead to problems in the academy through texting, calling, 

bullying, filming, disruption to lessons and inappropriate use of the internet or social media, leading 

to potential safeguarding issues and concerns. 

 

• At The Pingle Academy, we strongly encourage our students to develop socially and emotionally.  This 

development is just as important as any academic progress or examination grades.  Improving social 

skills and emotional development can best be done when students talk to each other, interacting and 

developing real connections at times such as break and lunchtime.  This cannot happen when students 

are using their mobile phones.  

 

• Research indicates that after schools/academies banned the use of mobile phones, the test scores of 

students improved by up to 6.4% and students gained the “equivalent of five additional days of 

learning in a school year”. 

continued … 

 

https://def-pingle.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/key_information/Mobile-Phone-Policy-NEW-DRAFT-June-2022.pdf?t=1656404808


 

 

Guidelines and Procedure 

 

• Mobile phones must be either switched off or set to silent and in bags during academy hours.  This 

includes entry into the academy site, break and lunchtimes and when exiting from the academy.  

Mobile phones must not be seen or heard on the academy site. 

 

• Any student seen using their mobile phone during academy hours, including break and lunchtimes, 

will have their mobile phone confiscated.  Refusal to hand over the mobile phone will result in the 

student being isolated and parents or carers contacted. 

 

• Confiscated mobile phones will be taken to the Support and Guidance room, where the mobile phone 

will be stored securely and the name of the student will be recorded with the mobile phone.  In the 

first instance, the mobile phone may be returned to the student at the end of the academy day, as 

advised, by the Assistant Principal.  

 

• Any further breaches of the policy by the same student will require parents or carers to be contacted 

and arrange for the mobile phone to be collected at the end of the day.   

 

• Further sanctions will be applied which are proportionate to the level of disruption caused by a 

student’s continued misuse of their mobile phone. 

 

• We appreciate that sometimes there are situations where a student may feel they need contact with 

home during the day.  We ask that parents and carers inform us of this as soon as possible and 

students will be allowed to use the academy phone to speak to home. 

 

Students will be informed of the academy’s new Mobile Phone Policy during assembly time and form time 

and will be given numerous reminders prior to returning in September.   

 

The policy and new procedures will come into effect on Monday 5 September 2022, however, I would 

encourage students to “choose wisely” and begin applying this new policy during the remaining weeks of 

the summer term. 

 

Thank you in anticipation of your cooperation and support. 
 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Mr S Hall  

Principal 

 

 


