
 

 

VSH/KW/Parents          

 

29 January 2021 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

In case you have not seen the news, the Prime Minister has announced that it will not be possible to 

resume face-to-face learning after half term.  He will give two weeks notice of a return date, so in the 

meantime, we are committed to covering the curriculum in remote lessons to all year groups. 

 

We had a Governors’ meeting on Wednesday evening and the Governors would like me to pass on to 

you how proud they are of your children.  We examined the data on engagement in lessons and work 

submission and the percentages are extremely positive.  Some groups in the Sixth Form have 100% 

attendance, showing committed students, who are taking responsibility for their learning.  We also 

reviewed reward data and they were very pleased to see so many students receiving Principal’s 

Honours. 

 

They also wish me to thank you for all your support for your children’s learning and for the academy.  

We will look back on this period as a time when we lived an important period of history.  The pressures 

on everyone are enormous and what is being achieved is simply incredible. 

 

Emotional well being and happiness are, as you know, extremely important at Pingle.  Next week is 

“Children’s Mental Health Week.”  Mr Hurst, who is the Trust Mental Health Lead, has produced a 

newsletter (attached), which you may find interesting and useful.  He has also put together a 

PowerPoint and a range of activities for students which you can find here: 

https://www.loom.com/share/949645465f3348c9959a368d6ac23448.   

 

The PowerPoint and voiceover will be shown in remote assemblies on Wednesday, at 

8:30am.  This will be followed by a “Well Being Wednesday” afternoon.  The aim is to give 

students a break from their screens and to do something different.  A video will be available from 

1:00pm, where Mr Hurst will explain about the importance of looking after our well being and 

explaining where the resources for the afternoon session can be found.  There will not be a taught 

Period 5 lesson next Wednesday.  We hope students will enjoy finding the time to focus on 

themselves.  Students attending the academy will also be given the opportunity to access the “Well 

Being Wednesday” afternoon activities.  If this activity is successful, we are planning on “Take Care 

Tuesday” afternoon, focusing on screen free challenges the following week and a “Fitness Friday” 

afternoon, after half term.   

 

The Government examination consultation finishes today; we will bring you the plans as soon as they 

are announced.  Mr Hall is writing to the parents/carers of any students in Year 11 and 13 

who are not completing sufficient work, as this will potentially have a negative impact on 

Centre Assessed Grades (CAGs) and their examination grades.  It is not too late, but action 

must be taken now. 
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Students will have a Form Tutor session once per week and an assembly on the alternate week.  Do 

please encourage them to attend, so we can check on their well being and deliver key messages.  All 

the staff are spending as much time as they can making calls home to check on how students and 

families are doing.  With 1,400 students, this is a mammoth task, so please be patient if you have not 

had a call.  We are here on the end of an email if you need us: office.pingle@deferrerstrust.com. 

 

Just in case you haven’t seen it, here is a link to the “Warm Homes Discount Scheme”:  

https://www.gov.uk/the-warm-home-discount-scheme.  I wondered whether this might be helpful in 

this wintry weather.   

 

I thought you might like to see a picture of our therapy dogs, Winston and Minnie, enjoying the snow 

(attached).  We can’t wait until they are back in the academy and doing their special jobs with all of 

the students. 

 

Let’s hope the snow and rain stay away for the weekend. 

 

Kind regards 

  

 

 

 

 

Mrs V Sharples 

Principal 
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